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Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force
Far left, Mark Schissler and, next to him, his father, Col. Mark Schissler, commander of the 374th Airlift Wing, run the 5K at the 2005 Yokota Striders Frosthite Road Race on
Sunday. The colonel opened this year’s races with a speech in Japanese to the more than 7,000 participants. He recognized the joint efforts of the Japan Air Self-Defense Force
and Yokota airmen in the relief efforts in Operation United Assistance, which aided victims of the Dec. 26 tsunami that hit Thailand, Sri Lanka and other South Asian countries.
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War on terrorism

Kuwait killings: An Army sergeant

who faces a court-martial for Killing

two officers in a grenade attack in Ku-

‘wait needs further treatment for a sleep

disorder, his defense lawyers told a
judge in Fort Bragg, N.C., on Monday.

Sgt. Hasan Akbar of the 101st Airborne
Division fell asleep during pretrial hearings
in military court last year, causing a judge
to order treatment for his sleep apnea. But
defense lawyer Maj. David Coombs said
Akbar is still plagued by problems.

The military judge, Col. Stephen Henley,
said he would take a recess at least every 90
minutes but denied Coombs’ request for a
break after each witness.

Missing French reporter: France is still
searching discreetly for a reporter and her
Iraqi translator missing for nearly a month
in Irag, French Foreign Minister Michel
Barnier said Monday.

Barnier said concerns for their safety pre-
vent him from saying much about the disap-
pearance of Florence Aubenas, of the daily
newspaper Liberation, and Hussein Ha-
noun al-Saadi.

“The priority for me is the security of Flo-
rence Aubenas and her assistant. We are
working with discretion,” the minister said
on Europe-1 radio.

States

Rhode Island nightclub fire: The lead
singer for the 1980s rock band Great White
has refused to answer allegations in civil
suits filed against him by victims of the
deadly nightclub fire that was sparked by
the band’s pyrotechnics.

In papers filed in U.S. District Court, Jack
Russell’s lawyers said he “faces a real possi-
bility of criminal prosecution” for the 2003
fire that killed 100 people, and that there-
fore, he is asserting his Fifth Amendment
privilege against self-incrimination.

ike Healey, spokesman for Attorney
General Patrick Lynch, told The Provi-
dence Journal for Monday’s editions that
“there is no open grand jury investigation
going on” in connection with the fire at the
Station nightclub in West Warwick.

Georgia ice storm: The thick blankets of
ice that caused havoc on Georgia roadways
and runways began slowly melting, aiding
efforts to restore power to thousands of
homes and businesses hit by a winter blast.

By Monday morning, about 57,000 homes
and businesses in the state still were with-
out power, compared with 102,000 who
were without power Sunday afternoon.

What's new with old

Remembering Johnny Carson: Bonnie Bamsey of Norfolk, Neb., right, looks at a program for
amemorial honoring famed talk show host Johnny Carson, as Gene Kincanon looks on Sunday
at the Carson Theatre in Norfolk. Carson didn’t want a public memorial in Los Angeles, but
people from the Nebraska town where the comedian was raised gathered at the high school
auditorium that bears his name for a last chance to say goodbye.

New Jersey governor’s race: U.S. Sen.
Jon Corzine’s quest for the governorship in
2005 apparently has gotten a boost with
word that the man currently occupying the
position won'’t challenge the deep-pocketed
senator.

Acting Gov. Richard J. Codey announced
Monday that he will skip a run for a full
term as governor, a decision he based partly
on concerns that he could not raise the
money needed to challenge Corzine in the
Democratic primary.

Calif. train derailment: Commuter trains
resumed full service Monday morning after
crews repaired rails damaged by last
week’s deadly derailment that killed 11 peo-
ple after a man left his SUV parked on the
tracks in Glendale, Calif.

Passenger runs through suburban Glen-
dale along the Ventura County and Antelope
Valley lines were restored before dawn,
said Metrolink spokeswoman Denise Tyr-
rell.

“It's somber,” Tyrrell said by phone from
a train that left Ventura County. “Many of
these people were on the train during the
crash and many considered the people
killed ... family.”

World

War crimes tribunals: UN. war crimes
judges in The Hague, Netherlands, sen-
tenced an ailing, 71-year-old Yugoslav gen-

eral to eight years in prison Monday for fail-
ing to punish subordinates who carried out
the deadly 1991 shelling of the Croatian
town of Dubrovnik.

But Gen. Pavle Strugar was acquitted of
the more serious allegations of murder and
ordering the shelling during the 1991-95
war in Croatia. The Dec. 6, 1991, attack
killed two civilians and destroyed much of
medieval Dubrovnik’s protected Old City, a
'UNESCO world heritage site since 1979.

Asian bird flu deaths: A 10-year-old girl
from southern Vietnam became the 12th per-
son to die of bird flu in a month, health offi-
cials said Monday, as authorities took precau-
tions to keep the disease from spreading dur-
ing the upcoming Lunar New Year festivities.

The girl from Long An province died Sun-
day night after surviving about a week in
critical condition on a respirator, said a doc-
tor from Pediatrics Hospital Number One in
Ho Chi Minh City.

Deadly bus crash: Investigators sought to
determine why a bus chartered for a Canadi-
an hockey team swerved and rammed a
parked tractor-trailer so hard that the bus
split in half lengthwise, killing four people
and injuring 19.

Visibility at the time of the Saturday after-
noon wreck in western New York was good,
and the highway was dry and clear, state po-
lice Maj. Steven White said Sunday.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press

For home delivery, call DSN
225-4505 (Japan)
721-7140 (Korea)

645-2010 (Okinawa)

Abhy, Annie’s Mailbox
American Roundup ..

Zama ITT

Spring Escapade Tours

We have designed a wtde selection of tours for you to enjoy a hassle-free vacation.

Serving y

Starting April 8/9 i
« Discover China « Cairns Adventure « Highlights of Northern India
* Amazing Thailand ~ + New Zealand Experience  «Beijing 6 Days Tour L
* Best of Asia Resorts  * Classic Vietnam ;
* Explore Australia * Cambodia Discovery Check our website for tour

Proceeds Support Your Local Zama MWR

ITT C

ailing As

Tours O
USAG-J, Unit 45005 Blag. 533

Zama-shi

TET Comp Zama

26 ummu (military)
0462-54-8589

(APAJ-GH-CA-CROT) 57- 1740 (commercial)
APO AP 228-0027 5 21 (Tokyo)
E-MAIL: travel@zammtt.com

zm 7507 (military)

Prosey

56 (commercial

Voted Best
Travel Agent
2003 & 2004




, February 2, 2005

STARS AND STRIPES -

3 ) PAGE 3

Two Okinawans get redress in copter crash

BY DAVID ALLEN
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa —
US. Forces Japan and the Japa-
nese government have agreed to
compensate two residents of Gi-
nowan for mental trauma caused
by the crash of a Marine helicopter
in their community last August.
The names of the residents and
the amount of compensation were
not released by either USFJ or
the Defense Facilities Administra-

tion Agency. “We reached an
agreement Thursday,” said a
DFAA spokesman. “The amount
of the compensation is, however,
not releasable to protect the priva-
cy of the residents.”

On Aug. 13, a Marine CH-53D
Sea Stallion helicopter crashed on
the Okinawa International Uni-
versity campus, clipping the
school’s administration building
before bursting into flames.

Only the three crewmembers
were injured, although debris

from the helicopter damaged
property in the surrounding
neighborhood.

A Marine Corps investigation
attributed the accident to the loss
of the tail rotor and a section of
the tail rotor pylon. An investiga-
tor said the maintenance crew,
suffering from lack of sleep,
failed to re-install a cotter pin on
a bolt in the tail rudder assembly
during a routine adjustment on
the tail rotor flight control.

According to the DFAA, the pay-

ment is being made in accordance
with the Status of Forces Agree-
ment between the U.S. and Japan.
Under the agreement, Japan will
pay the claim and then request
the United States to reimburse it
for 75 percent of the amount.

A DFAA official said it is the
first time the government has
agreed to pay medical claims for
mental distress incurred by inci-
dents involving U.S. forces in
Japan. He said similar compensa-
tion is being considered in two ad-
ditional cases.

Between Nov. 24 and Dec. 19,
the DFAA’s Naha Bureau sur-
veyed 199 people who live near
the crash scene and identified
four people as possibly suffering
from psychological problems con-
nected to the incident. The agen-
cy determined compensation
should be paid to two persons and
the health of the other two will be
monitored.

Chivomi sumida coriributed to this

Eomail David Allen at:
allend@pstripes.osd.mil

2 hailed
for quick
rescue of
jet crew

BY GREG TYLER
Stars and Stripes

The crew of a fighter jet lost at
sea when they tried to land on
the USS Kitty Hawk — and
troops who saved some of those
crewmembers — recall last Sat-
urday night as one they won't
soon forget.

The F/A-18F Super Hornet
from Strike Fighter Squadron
102 was a night re-

PHOTOS BY LAMEL J. HINTON/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Rear Adm. James D. Kelly, far left, commander of Carrier Strike Group 5, congratulates Petty Officers 2nd
Class Bennie Romiti, second from right, and Jerard Cook, far right, on Sunday for their rescue of Lt. Cmdr.
Markus Gudmundsson and Lt. j.g. Jon Vanbragt of Strike Fighter Squadron 102 on Saturday night. Cook and
Romiti are aviation warfare systems operators assigned to Helicopter Antisubmarine Squadron 14, which is

attached to Carrier Air Wing Five.

covery, or landing, about 6:30
p.m., according to a Kitty Hawk
spokeswoman. When the Atsugi
Naval Air Facility aircraft
couldn’t stop, both pilots ejected.

“The aircraft was lost after
landing when the No. 3 arresting
gear wire parted,” Chief Petty
Officer B. Natalie Dias, Kitty
Hawk’s deputy public affairs of-
ficer, said Monday.

The Super Hornet subsequent-
ly fell off the aircraft carrier and
into the Pacific Ocean about 100
miles southeast of Yokosuka
Naval Base, the Kitty Hawk’s
permanent base of operation.

“An SH-60F Seahawk of Heli-
copter Antisubmarine Warfare
Squadron 14, which was on the
flight deck at the time of the acci-
dent, sustained substantial dam-
age to its tail section” when the
plane hit it, Dias added. “No
damage impacting the operation-
al capability of USS Kitty Hawk
occurred.”

Six servicemembers were in-
jured in the accident, with three
still hospitalized as of Monday af-
ternoon, the spokeswoman said.
The Navy on Monday released
the names, ranks and medical
conditions of those injured and
stated that the incident remains
under investigation.

The Super Hornet pilot, Lt. j.g.
Jon Vanbragt, and weapons sys-
tem officer, Lt. Cmdr. Markus
Gudmundsson, were uninjured
but had a few tense minutes in
the drink.

“We saw the aircraft’s tail ...
and it looked like the ship was
about to run us over,” stated Van-
bragt in a ship news report Mon-
day.

undisclosed condition.

closed condition.

Injured crewmembers

W Petty Officer 3rd Class Robert Roeder, VAQ-136, Atsugi Naval
Air Facility. He was transported Saturday night to U.S. Naval Hospi-
tal Yokosuka, where he remains in an undisclosed condition.

M Petty Officer 3rd Class Jarrett Smith, USS Kitty Hawk’s Air De-
partment: Catapults and Arresting Gear Division. He was transport-
ed Saturday night to the Yokosuka hospital, where he remains in an

Airman Dominic Washington, Kitty Hawk’s Air Department:
Catapults and Arresting Gear Division. He was transported Satur-
day night to the Yokosuka hospital, where he remains in an undis-

W Petty Officer 3rd Class Lamar Johnson, HS-14, Atsugi. He has
been released from medical care and returned to Atsugi.

W Petty Officer 3rd Class Andrew Crawford, VAQ-136, Atsugi.
He has been released from medical care and returned to Atsugi.

M Airman Daniel Abosaid, HS-14, Atsugi. He has been released
from medical care and returned to Atsugi.

Source: Kitty Hawk public affairs

Cook, above, and Romiti, below,
take turns sitting in Kitty Hawk

“But then we saw the rescue
team coming and we knew we
would be all right.”

Two swimmers — Petty Offic-
ers 2nd Class Jerard Cook and
Bennie Romiti — were lowered
from separate rescue helicop-
ters. “At first, I didn’t believe
that it was for real when I heard
the call coming in over the
radio,” said Cook, an aviation
warfare systems operator with
Helicopter Anti-Submarine
Squadron 14.

In the ship news report, Romi-
ti, also an aviation warfare sys-
tems operator with HS-14, de-
scribed the rescue as almost sur-
real. “As soon as I hit the water,
my adrenaline shot through the
roof,” he stated in the report. “I
did everything I was trained to

do when it comes to rescuing
people in the water.”

Cook hooked Vanbragt to the
helicopter cable. “He was calm-
er than I was,” Cook recalled in
the report. “I was so excited, I
didn’t even notice the water was
cold.”

But others noticed the two
petty officers’ efforts. Cook and
Romiti, said spokeswoman Dias,
were honored and congratulated
Sunday by Capt. Tom Parker,
Kitty Hawk skipper, and Rear
Adm. James D. Kelly, command-
er of Carrier Strike Group S5,
who presented them with memo-
rial coins.

“It feels great to know that we
saved two people,” Romiti stat-
ed, “so they can go back to their
wives and kids.”

E-mail Greg Tyler at:
tylerg@pstripes.osd.mil

Capt. Tom A. Parker's
chair on the ship’s bridge Sunday
as they were honored by Parker
and Kelly.

Kinnick HS bazaar

The Kinnick High School
Boosters will hold an annual
bazaar from 9 am. to 5 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday in the
Sullivans Elementary School
gym at Yokosuka Naval Base.

Proceeds are to support the
Kinnick High School Boost-
ers.

Yokosuka play

The Yokosuka Middle
School Drama Club will
present “Forever Free,” an
anti-drug musical, at 1:30
p.m. Thursday in the school’s
multipurpose room.

The free play is meant to
convey a message about mak-
ing good choices.

Popcorn is available for a
donation to aid tsunami vic-
tims in South Asia.

Contact drama club adviser
Carrie Jackson for more infor-
mation.

Lester teen detained

NAHA, Okinawa — A
14-year-old dependent of a
Marine warrant officer spent
the night in Japanese police
custody Friday, accused of
striking a taxi with a car
owned by a friend’s father,
then running away from the
scene.

According to an Okinawa
police spokesman, the girl
was driving a sport utility ve-
hicle when she apparently hit
a taxi from behind at 10:15
pm. in Naha’s Matsuyama
district.

She then ran from the
scene, leaving behind her
8-year-old brother and three
friends, the spokesman said.

She was caught a short dis-
tance from the scene, he said.

The ninth-grader, who was
released from custody Satur-
day afternoon, faces possible
charges of driving without a li-
cense and fleeing the scene of
an accident, the police spokes-
man said.

The girl told police she’d
driven to Naha from Camp
Lester, where she lives.

Police said they’re also in-
vestigating another hit-and-
run accident in Naha, involv-
ing a parked car, which oc-
curred some 15 minutes be-
fore the taxi was struck.

From staff reports
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Iraq begins counting ballots from historic vote

Iraqis urged to
focus on future;
3 Marines die
near Baghdad

BY JASON KEYSER
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Irag’s interim
leader called on his countrymen to
set aside their differences Mon-
day, while polling stations finished
the first-phase count of millions of
ballots from the weekend election
that many Iragis hope will usher
in democracy and hasten the de-
parture of 150,000 American
troops.

From the counts by individual
stations, local centers will prepare
tally sheets and send them to Bagh-
dad, where vote totals will be com-
piled, election Commission official
Adel al-Lami said. Final results
could take up to 10 days.

With turnout in the vote still un-
known, concern was focused on
participation by Iraq’s Sunni Arab
minority, amid fears that the
group that drives the insurgency
could grow ever more alienated.

Electoral commission officials
said turnout in hard-line Sunni
areas was better than some expect-
ed, though they cited no numbers.
A U.S. diplomat warned that Sunni
participation appeared “consider-
ably lower” than that of other
groups.

In his first news conference
since the elections, Iraqi interim
Prime Minister Ayad Allawi
called on Iraqis to join together to
build a society shattered by de-
cades of war, tyranny, economic
sanctions and military occupation.

“The terrorists now know that
they cannot win,” he said. “We are
entering a new era of our history
and all Iraqis — whether they
voted or not — should stand side
by side to build their future.”

He promised to work to ensure
that “the voice of all Iraqgis is
present in the coming govern-
ment.”

Election officials count ballots Sunday under the scrutiny of monitors after polling stations closed in Irbil,
part of the Kurdish northern region of Iraq.

In new violence, three U.S. Ma-
rines were killed in fighting south
of Baghdad on Monday, after two
Marines were killed on election
day. At least 44 people were killed
in violence Sunday, when there
were nine suicide attacks, most
near polling sites in Baghdad.

The country was already focus-
ing on goals almost as challenging
as the election itself: forming a
new governing coalition once the
vote is known, then writing a con-
stitution and winning trust.

The main Shiite cleri-
cal-backed faction in the race was
already claiming a strong show-
ing in the election. Officials of the
United Iraqi Alliance said they ex-
pected to win at least 45 percent
— and maybe even a slim out-
right majority — of seats in the
275-member National Assembly.
Local officials of the parties with-
in the alliance said the list swept
some southern cities, winning 90
percent of the votes in Najaf and
80 percent in Basra.

The claims could not be con-
firmed, and the Alliance had been
expected to run strong in the Shi-
ite heartland. Going into the vote,

the list headed by Allawi was also
considered a main contender.

A powerful showing for the Alli-
ance, which was endorsed by the
Shiite Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sis-
tani, could make Sunnis even
more reluctant to accept the re-
sults of the election — particularly
if Sunni participation turns out to
have been low.

Although turnout figures were
unavailable, a U.S. diplomat brief-
ing reporters on condition of ano-
nymity said “good anecdotal infor-
mation” indicated that “Sunni par-
ticipation was considerably lower
than participation by the other
groups, especially in areas which
have seen a great deal of vio-
lence.”

The Iraqi Islamic Party, a lead-
ing Sunni faction, feels the vote
was not inclusive “because an im-
portant segment of the Sunni Mus-
lim community didn’t take part,”
said party official Naser Ayef
al-Ani. Large, heavily Sunni sec-
tions of the country were unable to
cast ballots, and in some places
lack of security forced polling plac-
es to open late or not at all, offi-
cials said.

In neighboring Jordan, King Ab-

Republican, Democratic lawmakers
praise Iraq election, discuss security

BY LIZ SIDOTI

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Congres-
sional Republicans and Demo-
crats alike called the Iraq election
a success on Monday, praising
Iragis for having the courage to
embrace democracy despite at-
tacks by insurgents.

The next priority, Republicans
said, must be fully training an
Iragi security force so that the
country can protect its own fledg-
ling government and the 150,000
U.S. troops in Iraq ultimately can
return home. Some Democrats,
meanwhile, called on the adminis-
tration to outline an exit strategy.

Insurgents continued their as-
saults as Iragis went to the polls
Sunday, to elect a 275-member
National Assembly, seven months
after Iraq’s interim government
took over from a U.S.-led coali-
tion.

“We should salute the courage
of Iraqi voters and of American
military men and women and now
see this mission through to the
end, helping to preserve security
while training Iragis to defend
themselves,” said Sen. Lamar Al-
exander, a Republican.

Rep. Duncan Hunter, Republi-
can chairman of the House
Armed Services Committee, said
that while the U.S. can’t withdraw

troops now, as some Democrats
have called for, security responsi-
bilities must be given to Iraq as
quickly as possible.

“The more they operate and re-
spond to their own government,
the stronger this elected civilian
government will be,” he said.

Rep. Tke Skelton, the ranking
Democrat on that said

dullah said in an interview with
CNN on Monday that Sunni partici-
pation was “a lot lower than any of
us hoped.”

After an election ban on most
daytime driving, cars again wove
their way down Baghdad’s streets
Monday.“ Now I feel that Saddam
is really gone,” said Fatima Ibra-
him, smiling as she headed home
after voting in Irbil, in the Kurdish
northern region. She was 14 and a
bride of just three months when
her husband, father and brother
were rounded up in a campaign of
ethnic cleansing under Saddam.
None have ever been found.

It was still unclear if the success-
ful vote would deal a significant
blow to the insurgents or lead to a
short-term rise in violence. The
militants might need time to re-
group after the spate of attacks
they launched in the weeks before
the vote.

Irag’s 275-member National As-
sembly, elected for an 11-month
term, will draft a permanent con-
stitution, and if the document is ap-
proved, Iragis will vote for a per-
‘manent government in December.

If the document is rejected, Ira-
qis will repeat the whole process
again.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Sunday, at least 1,429
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated
Press count. At least 1,087
died as a result of hostile ac-
tion, the Defense Department
said.

The AP count includes four
military civilians and is 18
higher than the Defense De-
partment’s tally, last updated
at 10 a.m. EST Friday.

The British military has re-
ported 76 deaths; Italy, 20; Po-
land, 16; Ukraine, 16; Spain,
11; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and
the Netherlands, two each; and
Denmark, El Salvador, Hunga-
ry, Latvia and Kazakhstan one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,291 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 978 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military and the State
Department:

W A Marine was killed Sun-
day in Iraq’s Anbar province.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the Defense Depart-
ment:

M No identifications report-
ed.

Once results are in, it could take
weeks of backroom deals before a
prime minister and government
are picked by the new assembly. If
that government can draw in the
minority Sunni Arabs who partly
shunned the election, the country
could stabilize, hastening the day
when 150,000 U.S. troops can exit.

Christian Ministries Far East
Pastor Charles A. Hall

.where the SPIRIT of the
LORD is, there is LIBERTY."
2 Corinthians 3:17

1

CMFE Weekly Schedule:

Sunday Worship Service - 11:00am & 6:30pm

Wednesday Christi

ian Studies Class - 6:30pm

Friday Prayer & Evangelistic Service - 6:30pm

the training was going “disappoint-
ingly slow,” but added that the U.S.
has “no choice but to continue.”

As for U.S. troops, Skelton said:
“I think there might be some light
at the end of the tunnel on bring-
ing a good many of them home,”
given that Iraqis have made a
step toward putting their own gov-
ernment together.

Directions: After passing 7-Eleven, on your left, CMFE
is located on the next block (on the corner).
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Insurgents claim downing of British C-130

BY OMAR SINAN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD Insurgents
claimed on Monday to have shot
down a British military plane
north of Baghdad over the week-
end, and Al-Jazeera television
aired a videotape from guerrillas
showing flaming wreckage of a
plane. Britain said all 10 person-
nel on the flight were missing and
presumed dead.

The toll would make it the dead-
liest single incident suffered by
the British military in the Iraq
war since it began in March 2003.

The C-130 Hercules crashed
about 25 miles north of Baghdad
on Sunday, about a half-hour
after polls closed in Irag’s land-
mark election.

The video was issued by the
“Green Brigade,” a previously un-
known arm of an Iraqi militant
group — and its authenticity
could not be confirmed.

It showed a finger pressing a
button on a white box with wires,
and then images of two missiles
or rockets flying up into the air.

The video did not show any im-
pact with a plane.

Instead, it cut to footage of peo-
ple in street clothes walking
through a plane’s wreckage burn
ing on the ground. It was not im-
mediately possible to determine
if the wreckage was that of the
crashed C-130.

British plane crash

ABritish transport plane crashed
north of Baghdad Sunday. Ten
personnel onboard were
presumed dead

TURKEY L 0o _100mi
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SV British C-130 transport
plane crashed
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British C-130J/K*
Mission: Movement of personnel
and equipment, medevac
British C-130K/J (cucs)

Length: 97 feet, 9 inches
Wing span: 132 feet, 7 inches
Speed: 374/400 mph

Crew: 5-6/2-4 pilots

Max. load: 45,000 pounds, 92
troops, or 64 paratroopers

British C-130K/J-30 (C3/C4)
b %)

Length: 112 feet, 9 inches
Max. load: 45,000 pounds, 128
troops, or 92 paratroopers
“Model in crash not determined

Source: Royal Air Force:

In London, officials at the For-
eign Office said they were aware
of the reported video, but offered
1o further comment.

A spokesman for al-Jazeera said
the Green Brigade, from which
the station received the video,
claimed to be part of the 1920 Rev-
olution Brigade of the National Is-
lamic Resistance in Irag — a
group that first emerged in Iraq’s
Sunni Triangle in July 2003.

Earlier, a different group,
Ansar al-Islam, claimed in a Web
statement that its fighters shot
down the flight with a missile. It
provided no evidence of the claim.

AP

A spokesman for Britain’s Min-
istry of Defense said earlier he
could not confirm Ansar’s claim.
Capt. David Orwin, a British mili-
tary spokesman in the southern
Iraqi city of Basra, told the Press
Association news agency that the
crash site was secured by U.S.
and British forces, who were in-
vestigating.

British  Defense ~ Secretary
Geoff Hoon said nine British air
force personnel and one soldier
were missing and believed killed
in the crash. One of the troops
had joint British-Australian citi-
zenship.

structi

quire workers’

Sharp increase in deaths
of U.S. workers in Iraq

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — At least 232 employees of private contractors
have been killed in Iraq while working on U.S. military and recon-
struction contracts, according to a quarterly report to Congress.

“Iraq’s unsettled security environment continues to present
grave risks for contractors and employees,”
leased Sunday by the Special Inspector General for Iraq Recon-

Tt cited Labor Department figures in reporting that U.S contrac-
tor deaths rose 93 percent during the fourth quarter of 2004 and
said attacks on sites, employees and construction projects averaged
22 per week during the quarterly reporting period ended Jan. 5.
The claims were reported to the Labor Department under the De-
fense Base Act that requires all U S. government contractors to ac-
for

said the report re-

The IG report said the number of claims for workers missing more
than four days of work because of injuries rose 61.8 percent in the
fourth quarter, to a total of 728 claims.

working in

A U.S. military officer said ear-
lier that wreckage was widely
scattered over the site, and mili-
tary expert Air Vice-Marshall
Tony Mason said that may mean
the Hercules was shot down.

The wide wreckage area “sug-
gests impact in the air rather than
the ground,” Mason told the BBC.

Prime Minister Tony Blair paid
tribute to the casualties in a tele-
vised speech Sunday. “This coun-
try and the wider world will
never forget them,” Blair said.

Britain, America’s top ally in
the coalition, has 9,000 troops in
Irag, mostly in the south of the
country near the city of Basra

‘The British military has report-
ed 76 deaths since the war start-
ed. The previous deadliest inci-
dent for the British came a few
days into the invasion, on March
21, 2003, when eight British
troops died with four American
crewmembers in the crash of a
U.S. helicopter in Kuwait.

Guantanamo Bay confinement

BY GINA HOLLAND
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A federal
judge ruled Monday that foreign
terror suspects held in Cuba can
challenge their confinement in
U.S. courts and she criticized the
Bush administration for holding
hundreds of people without legal
rights.

Judge Joyce Hens Green, han-
dling claims filed by about 50 de-

tainees at the U.S. Navy base at
Guantanamo Bay, said the Su-
preme Court made clear last year
that they have constitutional
rights that lower courts should en-
force.

“Although this nation unques-
tionably must take strong action
under the leadership of the com-
mander in chief to protect itself
against enormous and unprece-
dented threats,” she wrote, “that
necessity cannot negate the exist-

Apo's
Turkish

GOLD-SILVER
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at MISAWA BX Lobby
until Feb 6

turkishgoldcarpet.com

ence of the most basic fundamen-
tal rights for which the people of
this country have fought and died
for well over 200 years.”

Green also ruled that hearings
set up by the governmentto deter-
mine if the prisoners are “enemy
combatants” are unconstitution-
al. Those hearings, called Combat-
ant Status Review Tribunals, had
been ed by civil rights
groups because detainees are not
represented by lawyers and are

challenges allowed

not told of some of the evidence
against them — including some in-
formation that the judge said may
have been obtained by torture or
coercion.

“Her opinion sends a message
to the rest of the world that de-
mocracy is still here,” said Bar-
bara Olshansky, an attorney with
the New York-based Center for
Constitutional Rights, which is
representing detainees.

The decision conflicts with a
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ruling two weeks ago by another
federal judge in the same court
who considered a similar lawsuit
brought by a different group of de-
tainees. U.S. District Judge Rich-
ard Leon found last year's Su-
preme Court ruling did not pro-
vide Guantanamo detainees the
legal basis to try to win their free-
dom in American courts.

About 550 detainees are being
held at the Navy base, accused of
being enemy combatants. The
prisoners, all men from 42 coun-
tries, were mainly swept up in the
U.S--led war in Afghanistan.

Leon concluded that foreign cit-
izens captured and detained out-
side the United States have no
rights under the Constitution or
international law.

Green flatly disagreed. She
said detainees may fight their in-
definite detentions as a violation
of their constitutional due pro-
cess rights. And some also may
have claims that their rights were
violated under the Geneva Con-
vention, she said.

In addition, Green said that the
government’s definition of whom
it can detain indefinitely may be
t00 broad. She cited as an exam-
ple given in an earlier court hear-
ing — “alittle old lady in Switzer-
land who writes a check to what
she thinks is a charity that helps
orphans in Afghanistan but
[what] really is a front to finance
al-Qaida activities.”
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Official: 800,000 need food aid post-tsunami

For second day
in a row, death
toll upped 5,000

BY IRWAN FIRDAUS
The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia —
Nearly 800,000 people will need
food aid in Indonesia’s Aceh prov-
ince in the aftermath of the devas-
tating Dec. 26 tsunami, a leading
U.N. official said Monday, as the
country’s death toll from the disas-
ter jumped by 5,000 for the sec-
ond day in a row.

Signaling the enduring depriva-
tion five weeks after the catastro-
phe, the number of destitute
being fed by the World Food Pro-
gram in Aceh — now at 340,000 —
was expected to soar as isolated
villages are reached and the eco-
nomic effects of the disaster take
root.

“We are talking around 790,000
people” who will be in need of
food assistance, WFP Aceh chief
Claude Jibidar said.

It was the first time the WFP
has put a figure on the number of
people lacking food. Many in the
province cannot sell cash crops
due to disruption in trade net-
works, or because their food
stocks have been shared with refu-
gees

Just over five weeks after the
tsunami disaster, the overall

Syrian official
critical of
Auschwitz
ceremony

The Associated Press

AMMAN, Jordan — A Syrian
Cabinet minister has criticized
the commemorations of the 60th
anniversary of the liberation of
the Nazi death camp Aus-
chwitz-Birkenau, accusing the
West of double standards for fail-
ing to condemn Israel’s actions
against the Palestinians.

“A moral stand against the kill-
ing of people means [we] should
not disregard the sufferings of
some and focus on others,”
Buthaina Shaaban, minister of im-
migrant affairs, wrote in Mon-
day’s edition of the newspaper
Asharq Al-Awsat, which is pub-
lished in London and distributed
across the Middle East.

Shaaban, who was Syria’s offi-
cial spokeswoman before being
promoted to the Cabinet in 2003,
accused the West, the United
States in particular, of ignoring
what she called Israel’s “racist”
policies toward the Palestin-
ians.“The pledge that Auschwitz
will never happen again should
deter all those who entertain rac-
ism and hatred,” she wrote.

Mercy on the water: Hospital ship to help humanitarian mission

P At

host nations and relief

A Singaporean man points out the hospital ship USNS Mercy to his son as the ship transits the Johor
Strait that separates Singapore and Malaysia, just prior to its arrival in Singapore. The Mercy will assist

in their

Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

death toll stood between 156,000
and 178,000 across 11 nations,
with an estimated 26,500 to
142,000 missing, most of whom
are presumed dead. The range in
estimates reflects differing fig-
ures released by separate agen-
cies in worst-hit Indonesia and Sri
Lanka.

Indonesia’s National Disaster

SEOUL 3DAYS
AD ¥39,800
CH ¥36,800

Relief Coordinating Board said
Monday the country’s death toll
rose by 5,085 — from 103,025 to
108,238 — because additional bod-
ies were found and buried. The
agency announced a similar in-
crease on Sunday.

Despite the expected rise in the
number of people needing food
aid, Jibidar said the WFP was con-

fident it could take over logistical
work currently being handled by
foreign militaries as they scale
down their presence in the com-
ing weeks and months.

The biggest challenge will be
continuing deliveries to western
towns and villages that are inac-
cessible by land because Sumatra
island’s main coastal road was ru-
ined by the tsunami.

BEIJING 4DAYS
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CH ¥59,000

Acehnese
rebels make
proposal

The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia

— Acehnese rebels said Mon-

they are willing to put
their demand for secession on
hold if Indonesia accepts a
“face-saving” formula that
would allow the tsunami-hit
province to hold an indepen-
dence referendum within five
to 10 years.

The two sides held talks
over the weekend in the Finn-
ish capital, Helsinki, to consid-
er a possible cease-| fire and to
reopen a peace process that
was broken in May 2003 by
the Indonesian military. Both
sides have said negotiations
will resume later this month.

Teungku Adam, a rebel com-
mander in Aceh who said he
had been in touch with rebel
negotiators in Scandinavia,
said the Indonesian side want-
ed them to accept an autono-
my package before agreeing to

a formal cease-fire.

Meanwhile in Jakarta, secu-
rity minister Widodo Adi
Sucipto who led the Indone-
sian delegation at the Helsinki
talks, said the government re-
mained committed to the
peace process but would con-
tinue with military operations
until a permanent solution is
agreed on.
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Lawyers seek war crimes
charges for U.S. officials

Request claims acts of torture at Abu Ghraib prison

BY MELISSA EDDY
The Associated Press

FRANKFURT, Germany — A group of American
human rights lawyers asked German prosecutors
Monday to investigate U.S. Attorney General nomi-
nee Alberto Gonzales on allegations of war crimes
as part of a requested probe of U.S. officials’ actions
in Iraq, the group said.

Attorneys from the New York-based Center for
Constitutional Rights filed a suit with German fed-
eral prosecutors last November charging that U.S.
officials, including Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld and former CIA director George Tenet,
are responsible for acts of torture committed at
the Abu Ghraib prison in Irag.

The attorneys said they chose Germany because
it has legislation that allows for the prosecution of
war crimes and human rights violations across na-
tional boundaries. Because the United States is not
a member of the International Criminal Court,
they could not take their case there.

Documents submitted Monday detail how
Gonzales’ testimony before the U.S. Senate Judi-
ciary Committee “implicates him in the war
crimes that were committed in Iraq,” a group state-
ment said.

The group also submitted an affidavit from a
leading U.S. lawyer addressing the issue of prima-
ry jurisdiction, stating his views on why there was

little chance a similar criminal investigation
would be conducted in the United States.

“It’s as strong a case as you can get,” attorney
Michael Rattner said in a telephone interview from
New York.

The German Federal Prosecutors’ office in
Karlsruhe did not return phone calls for comment.

German prosecutors have yet to open an official
investigation into the original
complaint and it was not clear
if they would.

Yet Rattner said prosecu-
tors had requested supporting
documents for the original fil-
ing much quicker than expect-
ed.

“That means to me there is
pressure from somewhere,” he
said.

Such an investigation would
further strain U.S.-German re-

ations, which suffered gravely
over Germany’s outapoken criticism of the war in
Iraq.

German media have already speculated Rums-
feld’s decision not to attend an upcoming interna-
tional security conference in Munich later this
month is linked to the case, although officials in
Washington insist there has been no final decision
on whether the secretary of defense will attend.

Gonzales
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Flu sickens pope

VATICAN CITY — Pope John
Paul IT has the flu, leading him to
cancel on-

spread out in the central region of
the main southern island of Mind-
anao.

day, the Vatican said. It was the
first time the pope skipped an au-
dience due to illness since Sep-
tember 2003.

The frail 84-year-old pontiff
came down with the illness Sun-
day and doctors advised him to
cut back on activities, papal
spokesman  Joaquin Navarro-
Valls said. Vatican Radio de-
scribed it as a mild case.

Kuwait raid kills 5

KUWAIT CITY — Kuwaiti po-
lice stormed several suspected
terror hideouts Monday, arrest-
ing a reputed terror leader and
sparking a gunbattle that killed
five people, including four of his
followers, as a government crack-
down on Islamic militants intensi-
fied, authorities said.

The fighting, in Mubarak Al
Kabir, south of Kuwait City, also
wounded three terror suspects
and three police officers, officials
said.

Three other suspects surren-
dered during the raid, including
Amer Khlaif al-Enezi, a wanted
militant leader, authorities said.

-Enezi is a former mosque
preacher described as a mentor
to many young militants here.

Militants stranded

Authorities are seeking 23 sus-
pected militants of  the
al-Qaida-linked ~ Jemaah  Is-
lamiyah who are believed strand-
ed in the southern Philippines be-
cause they dom’t have enough
‘money to return to Indonesia, the
top police intelligence officer said
Monday.

The suspects are believed to
have escaped military air raids
last week on the hideouts of Mus-
lim militants in southern Maguin-
danao province, said Robert
Delfin, the national police’s intelli-
gence chief.

e said undercover officers
from the military and the police
intelligence unit are tracking
down the militants, who are

to be freed

HANOI, Vietham — Vietnam
announced Monday that it would
release two of its best-known dis-
sidents from prison following in-
tense pressure from international
human rights groups and the Unit-
ed States.

Roman Catholic priest Thadeus
Nguyen Van Ly, 58, and physician
Nguyen Dan Que, 63, were set to
be freed along with 8,323 other
prisoners before the Lunar New
Year holiday, or Tet, which be-
gins Feb. 9, Vice Foreign Minister
Le Van Bang announced at a
news conference.

Both have been outspoken advo-
cates of religious freedom and de-
mocracy and have openly criti-
cized the government for its poor
human rights record. Five other
inmates jailed for violating nation-
al security laws were also o be re-
leased.

Death may curtail calm

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — The
killing of a 10-year-old Palestin-
ian girl on Monday as she stood in
line in a schoolyard prompted Is-
lamic militants to fire mortar
shells at Jewish settlements and
endangered an unofficial
cease-fire between Israelis and
Palestinians.

Although the circumstances of
Norhan Deeb’s death were un-
clear, the violence strained the re-
cent atmosphere of goodwill be-
tween Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon and the new Pales-
tinian leader, Mahmoud Abbas.

Despite the heightened ten-
sions, top Israeli and Palestinian
security officials met later Mon-
day to work out the details of a
handover of several West Bank
towns to Palestinian control.

Deeb was killed in the court-
yard of a U.N. school in the Rafah
refugee camp. The camp, located
near the Egyptian border, is a fre-
quent flashpoint of violence be-
tween Israeli troops and Palestin-
ian gunmen.

From The Associated Press
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Law ends TSP open season, ups contributions

BY JON R. ANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — A new
law now allows troops and federal
employees to sign up for the
Thrift Savings Plan at any time as
well as change contributions to
the government retirement pro-
gram.

Signed Dec. 21, the new rules
— which eliminate the current
system of periodic “open season”
windows — will go into effect
July 1, according to an announce-
ment by the Federal Retirement
Thrift Investment Board, which
oversees the TSP program.

In the meantime, one last open
season will be held April 15 to
June 30.

“This means that participants
may file contribution elections
with their agencies or uniformed
services at any time beginning
April 15, according to the an-
nouncement. “Through June 30,
these elections will be processed
under the current rules,” mean-
ing all changes will be processed
nolater than the first full pay peri-
od after the open season.

Beginning July 1, contribution
elections will be processed under
the new rules — that is, the elec-
tions will be made effective no
later than the first full pay period
after they are filed.

Also, the maximum amount ser-
vicemembers can put into the
TSP is $14,000. Next year, that
goes up to $15,000.

Federal agencies fully match
participants’ contributions on the
first 3 percent of basic pay, and
50 cents on the dollar for the 4th
and Sth percent. Uniformed per-
sonnel can contribute up to 9 per-
cent of basic pay and 100 percent
of any incentive or special pays.

That breakdown will not
change, as well as a few other
things.

“The law does not affect the
waiting period new employees
covered by the Federal Employ-
ces’ Retirement System must
serve before they become eligible
for agency contributions to their
accounts,” reads the announce-
ment.

“In addition, the law does not af-
fect contribution allocations or

[transfers between funds], which
can be made at any time” using
the TSP Web site or the automat-
ed hot line.

Life Cycle Funds

Also in the works are new Life
Cycle Funds, which will provide
servicemembers “a new way of
managing their account,” said
Army Lt. Col. Janet Fenton, direc-
tor of Armed Forces Tax Council.

Officials have found, she said,
that troops tend to leave their
money in G Fund treasury bonds,
where contributions are automati-
cally allocated until changed.
While the safest of the five funds
offered by TSP, it’s also the low-
est yielding.

The new Life Cycle Funds will

still use the same five funds, but
servicemembers would authorize
account managers to allocate con-
tributions to different funds, de-
pending on trends.

“A new chance to invest a little
more wisely without you having
to constantly move your funds
around yourself,” said Fenton.
“It’s also great opportunity partic-
ularly for young servicemembers
who may be a little intimated by
having to manage funds them-
selves.”

Fenton said Life Cycle Funds
should kick off this summer
around the same time the new
rules go into effect.

For more information go to:
http://tsp.gov  or call (877)
968-3778 or (504) 255-8777.

E-mail Jon Anderson at:
andersonj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Marine gets
new liver
after bout
with illness

BY BEN Fox

The Associated Press

LOMA LINDA, Calif. —A U.S.
Marine who returned from Iraq
with a mysterious infection that
left him on life support was fight-
ing for his life early Monday after
receiving a new liver.

Lance Cpl. Chris LeBleu had
slipped into a coma by the time
he received the transplant during
a 12-hour operation Sunday. An
unidentified donor from New
Mexico was found late Saturday
night.

“He is still in very critical con-
dition, but the doctors were
pleased with the procedure,” said
Sgt. Jennie Haskamp, spokes-
woman for the Twentynine
Palms, Marine Corps Air Ground
Combat Center.

LeBlew’s family, including his
21-year-old wife, Melany, were al-
lowed a short visit after the sur-
gery.

Several of his commanding of-
ficers and fellow Marines hud-
dled with his wife as they awaited
the outcome.

The cause of the infection was
‘unknown. LeBleu, 22, most likely
caught a virus or was exposed to
a toxin or chemical in Iraq or
after his return, said Dr. Donald
J. Hillebrand, a liver specialist.

Known by fellow Marines as
“Blue,” LeBleu was a rifleman in
Iraq for seven months as part of a
2,200-man task force that lost 21
people and had nearly 200 wound-
ed in action.

His battalion commander, Lt.
Col. Matt Lopez, said he wasn’t
aware of any other members of
the unit with ailments similar to
LeBleu’s.

Melany LeBleu found comfort
Sunday in photos of their wed-
ding last fall, which took place
shortly after LeBleu returned
from Iraq.

In mid-December, LeBleu told

Melany LeBleu soothes her husband, U.S. Marine Lance Cpl. Chris
LeBleu, in his bed Thursday at Loma Linda University Medical Center in
Loma Linda, Calif. LeBleu returned from Iraq in September 2004 and

He was di:

with an form of

he had slipped into a coma.

his new wife he felt tired, a little
under the weather.

Still, he was strong enough to
drive them home to Louisiana for
the holidays from his base in
Southern California, going for 36
hours straight.

“We kept telling him to go to a
doctor, but he said it was just a
sinus infection,” Melany LeBleu
said. “Of course, we didn’t think it
was anything major.”

Days later, he felt worse during
the drive back to California.

They made it back to their
home on the base, but he didn’t
get better.

On Jan. 10, she took him to a
base emergency room, which
sent him to Loma Linda Universi-
ty Medical Center, about S0 miles
east of Los Angeles.

“He couldn’t keep anything
down, not even water,” Melany
LeBleu said.

‘The Marine was jaundiced and
swelling as recently as Thursday,
but could still answer questions,
Hillebrand said.

Within 24 hours, however, he
‘was no longer coherent and had
to be put on life support.

Without a new liver, his other
organs would have started to fail,
his doctor said.

and acute liver failure. He had a liver transplant Sunday, after

“It’s hard to see your husband
in that snluauon, Melany LeBleu
said. “You can’t even describe the
feeling.”

Associated Press Writer Janet McCon.

naughey in New Orleans contributed to
oty

Seabees museum
set to be relocated

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Seabee
museum in California has every-
thing military buffs could want to
know about the construction ex-
perts’ 63-year history, but since
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks, fewer people have been
able to visit it.

“It's 200 yards inside the front
gate at Port Hueneme, so that re-
ally cuts down on who can visit
now,” said William C. Hilder-
brand, president of the Seabee

The museum, opened in 1947,
houses a complete time line of the
Seabees as well as a variety of ar-
tifacts, including a 48-star Ameri-
can flag flown at Normandy
Beach on D-Day, the original
script for the John Wayne movie
“The Fighting Seabees,” and a
Humvee used in Iraq. Hilder-
brand said other improvements
planned for the museum include
more exhibit space and better
ventilation systems.

Historical i “Before
9/11, we had 25,000 to 30,000 visi-
tors a year.”

That number has dropped to
less than 15,000 last year, and all
visitors must now have military
escorts, Hilderbrand said. The
foundation hopes to fix that soon,
relocating the museum just out-
side the fences as part of a $12
million campaign to renovate and
update the facility.

Already about $2.5 million has
been collected and another $3 mil-
lion promised for the project.

Money tip of the day

"Ce,nts and Sensibility

The Associated Press

They're the signature prod-
ucts of home entertainment
these days, the good old televi-
sion set and desktop P

Yet when it comes to the prob-
ability of a repair, these two
boxy piles of electronic compo-
nents are virtual 180-degree op-
posites, according to the Janu-
ary issue of Consumer Reports
magazine.

Your basic 25-inch to 27-inch
television has only a S percent
chance of needing repair by its
third anniversary as your prop-
erty, while 37 percent of desk-
top computers will need repair.

Right time for repairs

The findings are culled from
the magazine’s 2004 annual
questionnaire of products three
years old.

A third of laptop computers
need repair in that period, for
No. 2 on the mostlike-
ly-to-need-a-repair list, fol-
lowed by lawn tractors and

riding mowers (29 percent),
side-by-side refrigerators with
ice makers (28 percent) and
self-propelled mowers (26 per-
cent.)

In the least-needing-a-fix
camp were 30- to 36-inch TVs,
basic refrigerators, digital cam-
eras, camcorders, electric rang-
es and microwave ovens.
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SBC agrees to huy former
parent AT&T for $16 hillion

BY JAY JORDEN

The Associated Press
DALLAS — SBC Communica-
tions Inc. has agreed to buy
former parent AT&T Corp. for
$16 billion, creating one of the na-

SBC Communications to buy AT&T

SBC Communications Inc. has agreed to acquire AT&T Corp. ina
$16 billion deal that would create the nation’s largest communication
company. The deal is subject to regulatory and shareholder approvals

tion’s  largest
companies and ending the inde-
pendent run of a firm whose roots
stretch back to the telephone’s in-
vention.

The decision followed late-
night meetings by directors of
SBC, the nation’s second-biggest
regional phone company, and the
120-year-old icon AT&T, which
gave birth to SBC when its monop-
oly was broken up in 1984.

'SBC spokesman Larry Solomon
said documents in the acquisition
were signed early Monday after
AT&T’s board of directors ap-
proved the deal. Board members
of SBC approved the transaction
on Sunday evening.

The acquisition is subject to ap-
provals by shareholders, two fed-
eral agencies and at least 26
states, a cumbersome process
which prompted the companies to
project the deal’s completion may
take 17 months, an unusually long
wait.

San Antonio-based SBC has
about 50 million local-telephone
customers, mostly in the Midwest
and South. It also is a 60 percent
owner of Cingular Wireless,
which serves more than 46 mil-
lion wireless customers.

AT&T handled the nation’s tele-
phone calls before it was broken
apart 21 years ago. The Bedmin-
ster, N.J.-based company has 24
million long-distance customers.

SBC C Inc.
Net income, in millions

. 8,505

$ 008 5 . 5 953

2004 Sales: $40.8 billion

AT&T Corp.
Net income (loss), in millions
$7.71

(13 oaz) 46 wm

S

2004 Sales: $30.5 billion

'SOURCES: SBC Communications Inc.; AT&T Corp.

In their latest earnings reports
for 2004, SBC reported $40.8 bil-
lion in revenue while AT&T re-
ported $30.5 billion. The com-
bined revenue total of $71.3 bil-
lion would slightly surpass the
$71.28 billion reported for 2004
by Verizon Communications Inc.,
the nation’s biggest phone compa-
ny.

The companies would not say
how many jobs they expect will
be cut as a result of the merger,
but Rick Lindner, SBC’s chief fi-
nancial officer, said he envisions
$400 million to $500 million in
cost savings by 2009 by consoli-
dating multiple operations from
the two businesses.

Shareholders of AT&T, under
terms of the agreement, will re-
ceive total consideration current-
ly valued at $19.71 per share, or
about $16 billion. From SBC,
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AT&T shareholders will receive
0.77942 shares of the Texas com-
pany’s common stock for each
AT&T common share, in an ex-
change ratio equaling $18.41 per
share based on SBC's closing
stock price on Jan. 28. That
amounts to about $15 billion in
stock, Solomon said.
Additionally, AT&T will pay its
shareholders a special dividend
of $1.30 per share at the time of
closing, totaling about $1 billion.
The stock consideration in the
transaction was expected to be
tax-free to AT&T shareholders.
“The combination of these two
strong, complementary compa-
nies will ensure that together we

Bush may face more
trouble after State
of the Union speech

BY TAMARA LYTLE
The Orlando Sentinel

WASHINGTON President
Bush will have no problem win-
ning applause and accolades
Wednesday when he delivers his
State of the Union speech to Con-

gress.

It's the next day that Bush needs
to worry about — when the state of
polmcal reality sets in.

a first term in which Bush
got much of what he wanted from
Congress, lawmakers and political
scientists expect a_different bal-
‘ance of power now. The reasons in-
clude the president’s lame-duck
status, restlessness by conserva-
tives and the enormous skepticism
greeting his attempts to overhaul
Social Security.

“There are people in the House
who feel like they were pulling a
sled uphill at times, feeling like we
had to re-elect the president,” said
Rep. Tom Feeney, R-Fla, of
Bush’s first four years. Now,
Feeney says, “there is more of a
sense in Congress it's our responsi-
bility to reassert the congressional
prerogative.

Bush will not appear on the bal-

lot again, and Vice President Dick
Cheney has ruled out running in
four years. That means the Repub-
licans who control Congress “don’t
see their destinies as closely tied to
his anymore,” said Karen Hult, po-
litical scientist at Virginia Polytech-
nic Institute and State University.
ring Bush’s first term, he gal-
vanized support for the war with
Iraq and spearheaded sweeping,
controversial changes to civil liber-
ties. He also restructured federal
agencies aimed at fighting terror-
ism, pushed through a massive tax
cut and won backing for his No
Child Left Behind education re-

forms.

He had so much success with
Congress, in fact, that he never
once pulled out his veto pen. The
last president to serve a whole
term and never issue a veto was
Martin Van Buren, from 1837-41.

But now Bush is pressing to re-
vamp Social Security and the tax
code. He's also seeking billions
more in war funding amid a bal-
looning federal deficit, as well as
changes in immigration laws and
tort reform. It is an agenda both
ambitious and full of potential polit-
ical land mines.

Dems make pre-emptive rebuttal before address

WASHINGTON —

In a pre-emptive strike before President Bush’s

State of the Union address, Senate Democratic Leader Harry Reid called
on the administration Monday to outline an exit strategy for Iraq while
his House counterpart vowed lasting opposition to Social Security benefit
cuts. Reid, from Nevada, also said it would be a mistake to set a deadline
for the withdrawal of American forces. “That's not a wise decision be-
cause it only empowers those who don’t want us there,” he said in a joint
with House D ic Leader Nancy Pelosi of California.

will have all the nec-

essary to compete successfully in
serving a broad range of custom-
ers across the country and
around the globe,” David W. Dor-
man, AT&T chairman and chief
executive, said in a statement.

Pelosi largely restated criticism of Bush’s plans for Social Security that
she and other Democrats have been leveling for days.

“We can solve this long-term challenge without dismantling Social Se-
curity and without allowing this administration’s false declaration of a cri-
sis justify a privatization plan that is unnecessary,” she said.

From The Associate Press
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Sentence hearing begins in crematory case

BY HARRY R. WEBER
The Associated Press

LaFAYETTE, Ga. — Former crematory
operator Ray Brent Marsh sat in court
Monday and listened one by one to the rela-
tives of some of the 334 people whose bod-
ies he left to decay on his property.

“The only question I have for you is
“Why did you do this?
There has to be a rea-
son,” Randall Jensen,
of Boaz, Ala, asked
Marsh in the court-
| room. Jensen’s father

was supposed to have
been cremated by
Marsh.

Instead of perform-
ing cremations,
Marsh, former opera-
tor of the Tri-State
Crematory, left bodies
to decay around the property. He gave ce-
ment dust to the relatives instead of the
ashes of their loved ones.

Marsh nodded along with the first eight
relatives to take the stand before his sen-
tencing. Defense lawyer McCracken Pos-
ton declined to say if Marsh would speak.

Marsh

Under the terms of a plea deal, Marsh is
expected to be sentenced to up to 12 years
in prison followed by lengthy probation.

The court had received at least 244 vic-
tim impact statements.

Although only 23 people had signed up
to speak, any relatives in the courtroom
were allowed to take the stand, court offi-
cials said.

No time limit for their statements was
given, so the hearing may be continued to
Tuesday.

Some relatives traveled from as far
away as Indiana and Michigan. At the be-
ginning of the hearing, the judge prepared
the families that Marsh cannot be com-
pelled to explain his crime.

“There’s been a lot of emotion in this
case,” District Attorney Herbert Franklin
said. “Naturally, there’s going to be emo-
tion and that's part of the victim impact
statements.”

Marsh has pleaded guilty to 787 counts,
including theft, abuse of a corpse, burial
service fraud and making false statements.

Marsh, 31, also has pleaded guilty to re-
lated charges in Tennessee and received a
12-year sentence to run concurrently with
the Georgia sentence. He took over the
family business in 1997.

Relatives react to testimony Monday during the sentencing proceedings for Ray Brent
Marsh in LaFayette, Ga. The former crematory operator is expected to be sentenced to up
to 12 years in prison for dumping 334 corpses and passing off cement dust as remains.

Road rage

suspected
in killing
of boy, 14

The Associated Press

DALLAS — Police continued to
search for a gunman Monday
after a suspected road-rage shoot-
ing that left a 14-year-old boy
dead and his stepfather wounded.

The shooting happened about 2
p.m. Sunday in a shopping center
parking lot in the Oak Cliff sec-
tion of Dallas, about 3 miles west
of downtown, police said.

Ruben Juarez, 14, was killed,
and his atepfather Gilbert Garza,

The Associated Press

LOGAN, Utah — Until she re-
turned from a brief visit to Mexi-
co, Utah State University student
Heilit Martinez thought she was
a 20-year-old legal resident of
the United States.

But since being detained by
border officials, she has learned
she is 18 and an illegal resident.

“When I was in junior high, T
felt the way most Americans do
about the Mexicans crossing the
border,” said Martinez. “I felt all
the illegal aliens should be de-
ported. My parents would laugh
when I said that.

Martinez Sa]d she had known
one of her parents was a Venezu-
elan and the other was a German
citizen. She understood that she

also was a German citizen, but
she had never lived in that coun-
try and her family moved to the
United States from Venezuela
when she was 2. She grew up in a
suburb of Salt Lake City.

“Up until I was 12, I thought I
was an American,” she said.

When she found out she wasn’t
a US. citizen, her parents told
her she was a legal resident.

“I look like everyone else. I
have no accent when I speak En-
glish. I know as much U.S. histo-
1y as the average Joe, if not
more. I've been singing the na-
tional anthem since my lungs let
me and I knew the words,” Mar-
tinez said. “I've just always felt it
— American.”

She had a Social Security card
from her father. When she asked

about her alien resident card, he
told her it was lost, she said.

At USU, she landed a job as a
resident assistant in Valley View
towers. In October, she attended
a conference in New Mexico for
resident assistants and she and
the other USU student made a
quick trip across the border to
Mexico.

When they returned and were
questioned by U.S. border
agents, she said she was a Ger-
man citizen. The border officials
could not find her listed in a data-
base of permanent foreign resi-
dents. She was taken into custo-
dy and was told she was in the
United States illegally.

“They said, ‘Right now we are
waiting for your passport to
come to deport you. You don’t be-

Woman'’s illegal status revealed by trip

long here and you have no right

to be here,’ ” Martinez recalled.
Martinez said she tried to call

her parents and they hung up on

She then contacted a sister and
an uncle, who told her the immi-
gration officials were right.

Sen. Orrin Hatch has intro-
duced a bill that would give her
an immigrant visa or otherwise
make her a legal resident. If the
bill doesn't pass, the 18-year-old
Martinez will be deported, possi-
bly to Germany or Venezuela.

Meanwhile, she still attends
USU, but can’t legally work.
Though she still carries on with
her day-to-day activities, she
knows her future is not in her

“Now I realize there’s more to
each situation,” she said. “I see
50 much more to this picture.”

25, was treated at Dal’
las Medical Center and later re-
leased.

A 14-year-old friend of Ruben’s
was also in the family’s sport-utili-
ty vehicle but was not injured.

Witnesses said the two vehicles
were traveling in opposite direc-
tions when they nearly collided.
Garza told Dallas-Fort Worth tele-
vision station KDFW that he
honked at the car, and the other
driver honked back.

Dallas police Sgt. Gary Kirk-
patrick said the gunman got out,
pulled a rifle out of his car and
fired a single shot. The bullet
went through the driver’s-side
window, hit Garza, then struck
Ruben.

The gunman then drove away.
Witnesses said he was driving a
silver, beige or champagne-col-
ored car, police said. They be-
lieve the attacker’s victims were
random targets.

“It didn’t sound like there was
any yelling or screaming between

em — it was cold and raining,
and their windows were rolled
up,” Kirkpatrick said.

“He didn’t deserve this,” said
the boy’s mother, Mary Juarez.

Changes to cost 90,000 students their Pell grants

BY JENNIFER D. JORDAN
The Providence Journal

An estimated 90,000 college students nation-
wide will lose their federal Pell grants this fall
and 1.3 million more will have their awards re-
duced due to changes the Bush administration
has made to the program’s eligibility require-
ments.

In addition, the eligibility changes will have
far-reaching effects on students applying for
other grants, loans and scholarships because
the federal formula is also used to determine
state and institutional aid.

Eligibility is decided by a complex formula
that takes into account family income, the
number of other children enrolled in post-sec-
ondary education, and a host of other factors.
An estimated 90 percent of families eligible
for Pell grants earn less than $35,000 a year.

Long considered the linchpin of financial
aid for millions of needy students, Pell grants
gave $11.6 billion to 4.7 million undergradu-
ate students in 2002-2003. This year, Congress
has approved $12.4 billion for Pell grants to
flow to 5.3 million students.

Former U.S. Sen. Claiborne Pell is credited

&k These grants have often
meant the difference
between going to college
or not going. ¥

James T. Hanbury
Director of financial aid,
Rhode Island College

with creating the grant program in 1972; it
was renamed for the longtime senator from
Rhode Island in 1980.

In the 1970s, Pell grants covered about 72
percent of the cost of attending a four-year
public college and 35 percent of the cost of at-
tending a private college, according to the
American  Council on Education. By
2002-2003, their impact had dwindled to 41
percent of the cost of a public-college educa-
tion, and 16 percent for private colleges.

Nevertheless, college officials say, Pell
grants still play an essential role in making
higher education more affordable and accessi-
ble to students from low-income families.

“These grants have often meant the differ-
ence between going to college or not going,”
said James T. Hanbury, director of financial
aid at Rhode Island College. At Rhode Island
College, he said, a quarter of the students rely
on the grants, which range from $400 to
$4,050, depending on need.

The Bush administration says the changes
in estimating how much families can afford to
contribute to college costs were long overdue,
as the old formula was based on tax data more
than a decade old.

Furthermore, officals note, the program is
running a steep deficit — about $4 billion —
due to an unexpected surge in demand. Be-
cause the program functions like an entitle-
ment, Pell grants are distributed to all eligible
students, even if insufficient funds had been
set aside.

The U.S. Department of Education esti-
mates that $300 million will be saved this year
because of the changes, and that the neediest
students will see their awards increase by
about $100.

Critics oppose the changes, calling them a
“backdoor maneuver” that will force needy
students to take out more loans or drop out of
college entirely.
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Combat death payout could jump to $250,000

BY ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush will
propose a dramatic increase to $250,000 in
government payments to families of U.S.
troops killed in the Iraq and Afghanistan
wars and in future combat zones.

The plan to increase the tax-free “death
gratuity,” now $12,420, to $100,000 and pro-
vide an extra $150,000 in life insurance
payouts will be part of the 2006 budget pro-
posal submitted to Congress next week, the
Pentagon’s personnel chief said in an Asso-
ciated Press interview. Veterans groups

and many in Congress have been pushing
for such increases.

“We think the nation ought to make a larg-
er one-time payment, apart from insurance,
should you be killed in a combat area of op-
erations,” David Chu, the undersecretary of
defense for personnel and readiness, said in
the interview in his Pentagon office.

“We can never, in any program, give some-
one back their loved one,” he added. “There
is nothing we can do about the hurt, to make
it go away. But we can make your circum-
stances reasonable, in terms of finances.”

Chu was to unveil the administration’s
full proposal in congressional testimony
Tuesday.

Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., who is sponsor-
ing a bill with the same provisions, said in
an interview that the first-year budget cost
of the increased benefits would be $459 mil-
lion, including more than $280 million in
retroactive payments of the higher gratuity
and extra life insurance settlements.

“The American people want to be gener-
ous to the families of service people who
give their lives for their country. It’s not a
nickel-and-dime issue,” he said.

In addition to the higher gratuity, the
Pentagon would substantially increase life
insurance benefits, Chu said. The current
$250,000 coverage offered to all service

members at a subsidized rate under the
Servicemen’s Group Life Insurance pro-
gram would be raised to $400,000 and, for
troops in a combat zone, the government
would pay the premiums on the extra
$150,000 coverage.

Even in the case of a service member
who did not participate in the basic life in-
surance program, the surviving spouse
would receive a $150,000 settlement if the
death happened in a designated combat
zone, since the Pentagon is proposing to
pay lhe premiums on that amount of cover-
age for everyone in a war zone. The spouse
or other surviving family member also
would get the $100,000 gratuity.

Study: High school students
tepid about First Amendment

BY BEN FELLER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The way
many high school students see if,
government censorship of news-
papers may not be a bad thing,
and flag burning is hardly protect-
ed free speech.

It turns out the First Amend-
ment is a second-rate issue to
many of those near-
ing their own adult
independence, ac-

&k Schools don’t do

sored the $1 million study.

“Ignorance about the basics of
this free society is a danger to our
nation’s future.”

The students are even more re-
strictive in their views than their
elders, the study says.

When asked whether people
should be allowed to express un-
popular views, 97 percent of
teachers and 99
percent of school
principals  said

yes. Only 83 per-

ﬁ?ﬁ?.;?f s‘ghgnls‘:t(liz enough to teach cent of students
tudes  released the First The results re-
VI oigina Amendment. et indifer
Conestuton o the  Students often Do tree in
comerstone of e don't fonowing they ok he
promising cnigens  (HC Vil - mentfor granted
gﬂ;(exffesepdeoergﬁyo;:i it protects.?? Zg:;\;“i:hey felt
and assembly. Linda Puntney It also was

Yet, when told of
the exact text of
the First Amend-
ment, more than
one in three high
school students said it goes “too
far” in the rights it guarantees.

Only half of the students said
newspapers should be allowed to
publish freely without govern-
ment approval of stories.

“These results are not only dis-
turbing; they are dangerous,”
said Hodding Carter III, presi-
dent of the John 8. and James L.
Knight Foundation, which spon-

executive director of the
Journalism Education

clear that many
students do not
understand what
is protected by
the bedrock of the Bill of Rights.

Three in four students said flag
burning is illegal. It's not.

About half the students said the
government can restrict any inde-
cent material on the Internet. It

Association

an’t.

“Schools_don’t do enough to
teach the First Amendment. Stu-
dents often don’t know the rights
it protects,” Linda Puntney, exec-
utive director of the Journalism

Education Association, said in the
report. “This all comes at a time
when there is decreasing passion
for much of anything. And, you
have to be passionate about the
First Amendment.”

The partners in the project, in-
cluding organizations of newspa-
per editors and radio and televi-
sion news directors, share a clear
advocacy for First Amendment is-
sues.

Federal and state officials,
meanwhile, have bemoaned a
lack of knowledge of US. civics
and history among young people.
Sen. Robert Byrd, D-W.Va., has
even pushed through a mandate
that schools must teach about the
Constitution on Sept. 17, the date
it was signed in 1787.

The survey, conducted by re-
searchers at the University of Con-
necticut, is billed as the largest of
its kind. More than 100,000 stu-
dents, nearly 8,000 teachers and
more than 500 administrators at
544 public and private high
schools took part in early 2004.

The study suggests that stu-
dents embrace First Amendment
freedoms if they are taught about
them and given a chance to prac-
tice them, but schools don’t make
the matter a priority.

Students who take part in
school media activities, such as a
student newspapers or TV pro-
duction, are much more likely to
support expression of unpopular
views, for example.

About nine in 10 principals said
it is important for all students to
learn some journalism skills, but

Students unsure of First Amendment

Nearly three-quarters of high school students say they don’t know
how they feel about the First Amendment or take it for granted,

according to a recent survey.
The rights

personally think about them

by the First Do you

or take them for granted?

[l Personally think about them [l] Take for granted [] Don't know

STUDENTS TEACHERS
27% 37 4
PRINCIPALS
1
Do you agree with the following statements?
[l Students [ Teachers [ Principals
People should be allowed to express unpopular opinions.
83% 97 99

Newspapers should be allowed to publish freely without

government approval of stories.

80

Musicians should be allowed to sing songs with lyrics

which others may find offensive.

D

43

Students should be allowed to report controversial issues in their
student newspapers without the approval of school authorities.

25

NOTE:
and more than

the country.

d princi

ipals at 544 school

SOURCE: James L. Knight Foundation

‘most administrators say a lack of
money limits their media offer-
ings.

More than one in five schools
offer no student media opportuni-
ties; of the high schools that do
not offer student newspapers, 40
percent have eliminated them in
the last five years.

AP

“The last 15 years have not
been a golden era for student
media,” said Warren Watson, di-
rector of the J-Ideas project at
Ball State University in Indiana.

“Programs are under siege or
dying from neglect. Many stu-
dents do not get the opportunity
to practice our basic freedoms.”

Jury selection under way in Michael Jackson case

BY LINDA DEUTSCH
The Associated Press

SANTA MARIA, Calif.
Michael Jackson faced prospec-
tive jurors in his child-molesta-
tion “trial Monday after being
greeted by a crowd of fans shout-
ing encouragement and pressing
against fences to see the pop star.

Jackson, wearing white and
shielded by an umbrella, waved
to supporters as he walked into
the courthouse.

After more than an hour’s wait,

Jackson and his attorney stood
and faced the first group of pro-
spective jurors filing into the
courtroom. Superior Court Judge
Rodney Melville told the prospec-
tive panelists they might have to
serve for about six months, but
that it was an important duty.

“Most of us have relatives who
have fought and died to protect
this service,” he said. “Freedom
is not free. Jury duty is part of the
cost of freedom.”

About 300 prospective jurors
were to be screened for hardship

and fill out questionnaires Mon-
day. Another 300 were to be pro-
cessed Tuesday, followed by 150
more Wednesday. From that pool,
the judge hopes to find 12 jurors
and eight alternates, but the pro-
cess could take at least a month.

When Melville asked the first
group how many would not seek
to be removed from the case, at
least half raised their hands. He
then began questioning prospects
who were seeking deferrals of
Jjury service.

Outside the courthouse earlier,

fans danced and sang a Jackson
song deriding the district attor-
ney and booed a woman who held
a sign backing the alleged victim.
Many had spent the night outside
the little courthouse.

Jackson, 46, is charged with mo-
lesting a cancer patient — then
age 13, now 15 — and plying him
with alcohol. On Sunday, Jackson
issued a court-approved video
statement on his Web site, predict-
ing he would be acquitted.

“Please keep an open mind and
let me have my day in court,”

Jackson said, looking directly into
the camera. “I deserve a fair trial
like every other American citi-
zen. I will be acquitted and vindi-
cated when the truth is told.”

His parents also spoke out in
his defense Monday before the
trial got under way, saying the
pop star’s young accuser was sim-
ply after his money.

“Iknow my son, and this is ridic-
ulous,” his mother, Katherine Jack-
son, said in an interview broadcast
on CBS’ “The Early Show.” She
said people who believe her son is
guilty “don’t know him.”
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Eastwood wins Directors Guild award

Clint Eastwood was declared filmmaker of the year by
his peers on Saturday, winning the

Directors Guild of America honor
for the boxing saga “Million Dollar
Baby.”

The award, held in Beverly Hills,
Calif., bOlldlﬁeS Eastwood’s pros-
pects. 'to win his second best-director
prize at the Academy Awards on
Feh 27. He previously won the Acad-

ard and guild prize for
1992 s “Unfnrglven which also was
that year’s best-picture champ at the
Oscars.

“Million Dollar Baby” stars East-
wood as a curmudgeonly boxing
trainer and reluctant mentor to a scrappy fighter (Hilary
Swank) who becomes a champion in the ring before her
life takes a tragic turn.

Hilton’s posse attends masked gala

Hotel chain heiress Paris Hilton attended the San Fran-
cisco Ballet's masked ball gala with her parents and an
Entertainment Tonight film crew.

The “The Simple Life” star was draped in a necklace of
cascading golden South Sea pearls and diamonds de-
signed by San Francisco jeweler Rosalina.

The reality TV series, which started its third season
last month, features Hilton and co-star Nicole Richie
working in a series of menial jobs.

Other stars attending the event included actors Sean
Hayes of NBC’s “Will and Grace,” Hector Elizondo and
television and film director Garry Marshall.

Rock hides out in White House

Comedian Chris Rock says he spent an impromptu
tour of the White House hiding from
the president.

Rock was filming a movie in Wash-
ington a year ago when, during a
break, he walked past the White
House.

“A black security guard sponed
me and took me into the
House,” Rock said. “T was walkmg
around the whole White House. It
was weird because (President) Bush
was there and they were hiding me
from Bush.”

The 39-year-old actor, will host the
Oscars for the first time on Feb. 27,
giving him the biggest audience of his career to date.

Rock

Beyoncé singer starts clothing line

Beyoncé is planning a new release — her own fashion
collection.

The Destiny’s Child singer has signed a licensing agree-
ment with the Tarrant Apparel
Group to produce a line of clothing
for young women. She named the
House of Dereon collection after her
grandmother Agnes Dereon, who
worked as a seamstress.

The first fashions will be in stores
this fall, and the look will be “a mix
of vintage things with contemporary
things. It'll be fur with denim, classic
with street,” Beyoncé said.

The collection also will include
party dresses, sweaters and tailored
jackets.

“I have pretty broad taste. I've
been all over the world — thank God I've had the chance
to do that,” the 23-year-old said.

)
Beyonce

Osmond’s radio show takes the cut

Marie Osmond’s five-hour radio show has been can-
celed after less than a year on the air.

“Marie & Friends,” which started in February 2004, fea-
tured adult contemporary music and conversation
geared toward women. It was Osmond’s first foray into
radio.

It was dropped by Jones Radio Network, but Salt Lake
City-based KBEE, the show’s flagship station, said it was
negotiating to keep Osmond on the air in some capacity.
Reruns of the show continue to air on KBEE each week-
day from 2-7 p.m.

Osmond’s show was ranked first in the Salt Lake mar-
ket last summer in the afternoon among female listeners
ages 25-54, according to estimates from Arbitron, a
media research company.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

AP

For being called a “comeback actor,” John Travolta — shown with wife Kelly Preston — believes the saying means “he’s
keeping up his chops as an artist.” In his new movie, “A Love Story for Bobby Long,” Travolta plays an alcoholic professor.

The comeback actor

Travolta returns — again! — to the silver screen

BY MIKE SZYMANSKI
Zap2it.com

ow many times can you have a comeback? John

Travolta smiles when asked if he’s irritated

‘when pundits call his latest film, “A Love Song

for Bobby Long,” his new “comeback movie”
like they did when “Pulp Fiction” and “Primary Colors”
came around.

“It’s an artistic reference — it's not that you don’t exist
and you're not doing movies,” the actor says. “It's this:
‘Did you do the movie that appealed to a group of journal-
ists and critics and an audience that says he’s an artist?’
That’s all it is. It's not if you've been busy, been working,
been starving, it’s none of that.

There’s a hidden note that says, ‘He’s keeping up his
chops as an artist.’ That’s what I gather from it.”

After big-budget action movies last year in which he
played a bad guy (in “The Punisher”) and a hero (in “Lad-
der 49”), this meandering tale set in New Orleans seems
quite different for Travolta.

He plays an alcoholic former professor who lives with a
young protégé (played by Gabriel Macht) in a house that’s
suddenly owned by a jaded teen (played by Scarlett Jo-
hansson) after her mother dies.

He understands the criticism, and the spotlight when he
takes on indie projects like this, saying, “I feel the best
when I get to spread my wings as an artist, but sometimes
you spread your wings and it's not agreed upon either. It's
Subjective. As long as I'm still here talking to you, I don’t
care what you call it.”

The two times he was nominated for a best actor Oscar
were for “Saturday Night Fever,” during the height of the
disco era in 1977, and for “Pulp Fiction,” during his first
“big comeback” in 1994.

Since then, he’s been honored for works such as “Get
Shorty” and “Primary Colors” and vilified for “Domestic
Disturbance” and “Battlefield Earth.”

“The (American) Cinemateque did a tribute to me nine
years ago,” says the 50-year-old actor. “I think that once
you've hit 40 and you’ve been around since 12 doing mov-

ies, there’s no choice but to do some sort of tribute. It
doesn’t make me feel older and broken like my character
in ‘Bobby Long.’ ”

First-time director Shainee Gabel worried about work-
ing with such a star, saying, “John is the 800-pound gorilla,
but he didn’t act that way on the set. He was always equal
with everyone else.”

Travolta insists, “Often in the tiny movies you get to
stretch the most. I mean, I've had the good luck of stretch-
ing even in big studio movies as in ‘Primary Colors’ or ‘A
Civil Action.” But where you get to take the most chances is
often in these independent movies. Life and living it con-
tributed to this character. I couldn’t have done it at 23.
That's the luxury of getting older, you get to be more right
in characters.”

Travolta says he’s met plenty of people like Bobby Long,
and it was his idea to whiten his hair prematurely. “I've
been on the receiving end of an alcoholic where they’re
wicked to you and the unedited verbiage that comes out of
their heads and you go, ‘Whoa,’ but he’s also bright, and
very poetic,” he says.

Dressed in all black — V-neck shirt, jacket and pants
and close-cropped hair — he adds, “It's all about how you
look, too. Imagine if I looked the way that I look now in
“Pulp Fiction.” It would’ve been a harder sell.”

When he first met Macht and Johansson, Travolta took
them out for a shot of whiskey and a round of pool so they
could get friendly. “He was great on the set, singing show
tunes, telling stories,” Macht says.

“I remember first seeing him in ‘Grease’ and saying, ‘T
want to do what that guy does.””

Travolta gave his young co-stars homework, just like the
professor he plays. When quotes from Robert Frost or T.S.
Elliot were cited in the film, the superstar looked them up
and handed out information sheets. “I did research and
would say, ‘OK, we’re doing these quotes tomorrow. Is ev-
eryone familiar with them? ”

“I think that the story mostly says that broken people
can be helpful, that they have something to offer,” Travolta
says. “But you learn that regardless of how broken they
are, there might still be something there for each other.”
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

You can exist without AAFES

1 am writing about the ongoing problem
of being gouged over fuel prices here in
Japan.

Yes, I said gouged because that is exact-
ly what it is. Gas prices here on Yokota are
sitting at $2 a gallon when the
www.doe.gov Web site very clearly says
the December 2004 national average was
$1.85. For all of these people saying boy-
cott, I say great. If you can, boycott. Not ev-
eryone can, though. Not everyone can af-
ford to go off base and pay $3.50-plus per
gallon of gas — especially junior enlisted
servicemembers. Now, civilians on the
other hand? Most of us can afford to — and
I encourage civilians who can to do so.
Since the Army and Air Force Exchange
Service decided to “standardize” gas pric-
es we have purchased three tanks of gas at
the local station. Why? Because I would
much rather support the local Japanese
economy than AAFES’ bottom line.

For clothes my wife and I shop online.
For DVDs, which we buy a lot of, we shop
at Walmart.com. When we eat out, it is
never at an AAFES-run facility, always at
the local club or off base. We simply will
not support AAFES when it does such a
poor job of supporting us.

Tll never forget having to endure
AAFES’ “explanations” on its “standardiz-
ing” gas prices when at the commissary.
“The fact is ...” officials always started.
Shame on you, AAFES. The truth and fact

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. Al letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:
U.S. Mail: International mail:
Readers’ Forum Stars and Stripes
Stars and Stripes 7-23-17 Roppongi
Unit 45002 Minato-ku

APO AP 96337-5002  Tokyo 106-0032

Via fax Imm Japan 03-3408-8936;
DSN 229-327

Via fax from outside Japan:
[Cw"z(éygmde +81] 3-3408-8936;

E-mail: letters@pstripes.osd.mil

Until then, my wife and I get along just
fine patronizing AAFES as little as we do.
If you have the means, 1 highly recom-
mend it. The more people who do boycott,
the louder we get.

ve Sharp

Ste
Yokota Air Base, Japan

Hunting is proud tradition

The writer of the letter “Hunting is not
best approach” (Jan. 9) claimed hunting
was unethical and unnecessary because
food is readily available in the grocery
store. If we follow that logic, why do any-
thing at all if it’s already available from
someone else? I could grow tomatoes in
my own back yard, or I could throw away
the education and fulfillment that comes
with accomplishing something myself.

The writer also seem to indicate that
slaughtering animals in mass to provide
meat for the general population is ethical,
but scouting, hunting, cleaning and prepar-
ing the harvest yourselt is not. Obviously,
he has not it, but there is satis-

is you are doing so little for base Morale,
Welfare and Recreation programs. The de-
cision-makers, ~ while clnvmg their
high-dollar cars and living in their mil-
lion-dollar homes, should be ashamed of
themselves.

1 have written Sen. John McCain,
R-Ariz., about this problem and received a
response today that he will look into the
matter. I only hope he lives up to his word.

faction, discipline, hard ‘work and tradition
involved in hunting an animal for con-
sumption.

Finally, if a soldier/hunter worked for
the writer, would the writer hold it against
that person because of his severe aversion
of hunting? As a leader, perhaps this writ-
er should keep his personal opinion about
a legal activity that many soldiers enjoy
out of the public forum.

Maj. Matt R. Morris
Camp Al Taji, Iraq

All the reform civil service can manage

The Washington Post

ike motherhood or apple pie, “per-

formance-based pay” — the con-

cept that ostensibly lies at the

heart of the civil service reform

unveiled at the Department of Homeland

Security last week — is something every-
body loves.

That better employees should be paid

more; that managers should be able to fire

the that the federal govern-
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ment should offer pay that at least com-
petes with the private sector; that our civil
service should be more flexible in the
post-Sept. 11 world: None of that is contro-
versial. What is controversial — and what
could be extremely damaging, if not care-
fully monitored — are some of the re-
form’s other effects, intended or other-
wise.

We have three areas of doubt. The first
concerns potential problems with the “per-
formance-based” system itself. At the mo-
ment, the vast majority of federal employ-
ees are graded either on a five-point scale,
from “unsatisfactory” to “outstanding,” or
on a “pass-fail” criterion that offers no pre-
cise definition of “good performance.”

The vast ma]onty of government manag-
ers have no experience making more-so-
Training manag-
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Doonesbury

ers will take an enormous amount of time
and money, both of which the government
is notoriously stingy about committing. Al-
though DHS’ published regulatory sched-
ule calls for some of its employees to be
subject to the new system as soon as next
fall, no criteria have been published, and
1o pilot program has been launched Paul
C. Light of the nad-

fy. The government already has the ability
to bypass unions — and in particular their
right to negotiate working conditions — in
case of a national emergency. Now admin-
istration spokesmen argue that they may
also need to bypass unions in case of poten-
tial emergencies, or simply because they
need flexibility. John Gage, president of
the American Federation of Government

vocate of civil service reform, calls Lhe cur-
rent timetable “wildly optimistic.”

Without clear performance criteria and
management training, civil service
form” could slide into civil service pa].mcxr
zation: To put it bluntly, if managers can
getrid of people whom they perceive as po-
litically unsound simply by handing out
bad evaluations, it won't be long before
civil servants cease to be politically neu-
tral. DHS and the Office of Personnel Man-
agement argue vociferously that the new
system contains all of the same protections
against politicization as does the old. But
the new regulations do reduce the power
of some neutral arbitrators. They also ap-
pear to raise the standard for employee ap-
peals, which will make it harder to get a
disciplinary decision overturned.

Finally, and most worrisomely, the new
system appears to undermine government
trade unions in ways that are hard to justi-
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calls this claim “disingenu-
ous” and argues that the changes simply
use homeland security as an excuse to “re-
move employees’ rights in a much broader
area.”

It would be nice to believe the adminis-
tration’s fervent denials of a plot to destroy
the mostly Democratic unions. But before
we do, we'd like to see some clearer argu-
ments from the administration about what
the elimination of union bargaining has to
do with either the nation’s safety or civil
service performance.

Before these proposals go further — the
Defense Department is preparing similar
reform — Congress ought to look more
clusely

should consider
thal sets broad parameters for perfur—
mance criteria, an appeals process that
preserves civil service neutrality and
union involvement. These changes are po-
tentially too political to be left to the man-
agers directly involved.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

Iraq election ‘gives us all reason to hope

The Dallas Morning News

ere is what did not happen in
Iraq on Sunday: the mass mur-
der of voters promised by insur-
gents.

Here is what did happen: Men and
women who have lived under tyranny for
as long as they can remember risked their
very lives to vote.

is the unexpectedly good news: All
lhmgs considered, it was a magnificent
day in Irag.

Iragis had been warned last week by the
cutthroat Abu Musab al-Zarqawi that they
would pay with their own blood if they
dared to vote. Said the terrorist chieftain,
“We have declared a bitter war against the
principle of democracy and all those who
seek to enact it.” The choice could hardly
have been clearer: democracy or religious
fascism. Defying the killers, most Iragis
had the courage to choose democracy.

What a beautiful thing.

Let’s not kid ourselves: We've all got a
long way to go in Iraq, and the road ahead
is fraught with peril. Sunday’s election was
not an end in itself, but the means to a fu-
ture Iraq that is governed democratically
and ruled by law. Achieving that won’t be
easy.

Al-Zargawi and his men will not now
pick up their bombs and go home. Many
minority Sunnis stayed away from the
polls, either from pique or sheer fright,
which will make it difficult for newly elect-
ed leaders to forge a working government.
And given the region’s religious and tribal
tensions, and history of absolutist regimes,
instituting any governing system with
checks and balances, and guaranteed pro-
tection for minority rights, won’t be easy.
Civil war is still a real possibility.

Nevertheless, the Shiites, who will domi-
nate the incoming government, have prom-
ised to include their recalcitrant Sunni
counterparts in the writing of the country’s
permanent constitution, which is the task
confronting the country’s new rulers in ad-
vance of the National Assembly elections
in December. And the popular enthusiasm
on the streets from Baghdad to Basra sug-
gests that maybe, just maybe, the Iraqi mil-
itary will now have a government for
which it's willing to fight.

For once in a very long time, the news
from Iraq gives us all reason to hope. The
struggle for a more perfect liberty never
ends, but for now let us savor the moment
and congratulate both the Iraqi people and
the American soldiers who helped win for
them the gift of that extraordinary thing in
human history: the vote.

U.S. Army Spc. Luke Saunders — who is with the 443rd Civil Affairs Battalion and is from
Green Bay, Wis. nces with Iraqi policemen as they celebrate the arrival of a convoy of
ballots from a polling station to a central collection point in Baghdad on Monday. Iraqi and
American forces escorted election officials, ballots and tally sheets to central collection

points for tabulation of Sunday’s landmark election.

With promise of success comes chance for failure

The (Baltimore) Sun

he apparent heavy turnout in [Sun-

day’s] Iraqi elections was hearten-

ing to anyone who wishes to see

that country back on its feet with
an end both to violence and to armies of oc-
cupation. With no little courage, the Iragi
people showed a determination to take af-
fairs into their own hands. Yet President
Bush’s declaration that the elections were
a success is premature, at best. The turn-
out was a success; the elections won’t be a
success until it is clear what flows from
them.

First, it is worth pointing out that a death
toll of at least 40 makes this something
other than a typical voting day. The insur-
gents failed to convulse the country in vio-
lence, but to call that, therefore, a success
is setting the bar a little low. Second, the ex-

tent of the
€ 11 rge Sunni boy-
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cetti o y the most
setting the bar e  most
a little low. 20 percent
of the popu-

lation simply doesn’t exist. Those Iraqgis
‘who went to the polls were repudiating the
insurgency, but an unintended conse-
quence of the election may be to launch a
civil war in its stead.

Nonetheless, yesterday’s election offers
potentially ~ significant opportunities to
build a happier Iraq. Millions of people, de-
spite threats of violence, turned out to be
heard — and in so doing they presented a
ringing affirmation of democracy. There
lies the hope, and the trap.

The question, for those in charge in Bagh-
dad and in Washington, will be to figure

A

Monday was |ust another day in Iraq for this

insurgent targets in Mosul. As jubilant Iraqis sifted through ballots, the issue of how and
when the 150,000 American troops currently in Iraq will depart is not yet resolved.

out what those millions of people thought
they were voting for. Some significant por-
tion saw casting a ballot as a way of bring-

ing the U.S. occupation closer to an end.
Some may be expecting a theocratic gov-
ernment; others, the reverse. The Kurds

clearly expect to be left alone by the Shiite
majority.

If the new Iraqi assembly can deliver on
most of those expectations (some of which,
of course, contradict others), the people’s
show of faith will have been reciprocated
and Iraq will be well on its way to better
times. An engaged and motivated majority
can prevail over a disaffected minority —
and can do so without the help of thou-
sands of occupying troops.

That’s not to say that we expect Presi-
dent Bush to declare today that U.S. forces
can withdraw, however optimistically he
describes the election. But the balloting
does hold out the possibility that Iraqis
will, in fact, be able to assume control of
their own fate, and, sooner rather than
later, the Americans can come home.

None of this, though, will be easy, partic-
ularly as the Violence is likely to continue
for now. The experience of Eastern Europe
following the collapse of communism sug-
gests that nothing is as corrosive as the cyn-
icism that sets in once a (sometimes naive)
belief in the powers of democracy has been
dashed. If the Iraqi people feel they have
been let down in the months to come — by
politics, by imams, by the Bush administra-
tion — they won’t look back on this election
as a success. And they’ll be unlikely to
have faith in another one.

Mallard Fillmore
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Meat plant report

RALEIGH — Work-

ing conditions at
three U.S. meat processing
plants — in North Carolina,
Nebraska and Arkansas —
violate basic human rights,
according to a Human
Rights Watch report.

The report, released
after a year of research,
is based on interviews
with employees and
managers at a Ne-
braska Beef factory, a Tyson Foods
chicken plant in Arkansas and the
Smithfield Packing Co. pork plant
in Tar Heel, about 100 miles south
of Raleigh. It says workers at all
three plants are frequently in-
jured, then refused medical care
or fired.

The report found that repetitive
motion injuries are universal in
the industry; unsanitary conditions
sometimes leave workers covered
in animal urine and feces; and at-
tempts to unionize are sometimes
violently quashed.

The American Meat Institute
called the report “way off the
mark.”

Z

Hidden danger in tea?

m ST. LOUIS — Instant tea

may be a source of harm-
ful levels of fluoride that can lead
to bone pain, researchers discov-
ered after they looked into the case
of a woman who drank one to two
gallons of super-strength tea daily.

Scientists say it’s not the coun-
try’s biggest dietary problem.

But it does make the point “all
things in moderation,” said lead re-
searcher Dr. Mlchael ‘Whyte of the
Washington University School of
Medicine.

He said the study tested 10
brands of instant tea at regu-
lar-strength levels in fluoride-free
water; they didn't test brewed or
bottled tea. Fluoride levels ranged
from 1.0 to 6.5 parts per million.
The maximum level allowed in
drinking water by the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency is 4 ppm.

Record-high immigration
NEW YORK — A new re-
port from the city says New

York’s immigrant population is at

arecord high, represents a signifi-

cant percentage of the city’s work-
force and has offset population loss-
es over recent decades.

The 265-page analysis titled
“The Newest New Yorkers 2000:
TImmigrant New York in the New
Millennium,” set to be released by
the City Planning Departments,
shows that the immigrant popula-
tion is larger than ever before, de-
spite the city being long known as
ahaven for newcomers to the coun-
try, The New York Times report-
ed.

Bat bill passes House

RICHMOND — A bill recog-
nizing  the  Virginia
big-eared bat as the official state
bat swooped through the House of
Delegates with no debate.
e House voted 87-8 to pass
Del. Jackie Stump’s bill and send it
to the Senate.

Corynorhmus townsendii virin-
ianus is the scientific name of the
endangered species, which is
found only in a few caves in Virgin-
ia, West Virginia, Kentucky and
North Carolina.

Stump, D-Buchanan, said recog-
nition of the big-eared bat would
help educate the public about Vir-

ROUNDUP

ginia’s caves and the positive envi-
ronmental role played by the in-
sect-eating flying mammals that in-
habit them.

Selling home to avoid jail

NASHUA — A Hollis man
has agreed to sell his house
to avoid going to jail.

Peter Camplin, 38, was charged
with burglary for a noisy break-in
into a neighbor’s home but pleaded
guilty to criminal trespass and
agreed to leave his house and sell it
within 10 days.

Prosecutors said a highly intoxi-
cated Camplin jumped from his
second-floor  window,  crashed
through his neighbor’s door across
the street and started screaming
and banging his chest.

“The homeowner had a gun,” Po-
lice Chief Richard Darling said.

“A couple of shots went off, and
the homeowner was able to get
him down on the ground until po-
lice arrived.”

Drug tests for officials

SANTA FE — A lawmaker

wants New Mexico to re-

quire yearly random drug testing

of all its elected officials, from

school board members to U.S. sena-

tors, with results posted on the In-
ternet.

“I think we need to remember

that we are public servants. We're

Mardi Gras time
Norma Klecka wears a mask
during the 11th annual Z Krewe
procession during Mardi Gras in
Galveston, Texas.

not royalty,” Republi-

can state Sen. Steve

Komadina said.

% His bill was prompt-
ed by last year’s

drug-related arrests of a
prominent New Mexico
judge and a public utilities
commissioner.

Tim Storey, a senior fel-
low at the National Confer-
ence of State Legislatures, said
he knew of no other state that
requires such testing.

Visa fraud scheme

in Mexico City was sentenced for
conspiring with a Colombian cou-
ple in a visa bribery scheme that al-
lowed about 180 cartel members
and leftist guerrillas to receive doc-
tored visas.

Julieta Quiroz, a naturalized
U.S. citizen from Nlcaragua, re-
ceived one year and one day in pris-
on, along with two years’ of super-
vised release, community service
and fines.

Nextel’s too-tall tower

ST. JOHNSBURY — A cel-
lular phone company must
lower its proposed communica-
tions tower in Waterford, the Dis-
trict 7 environmental board has

aid.

Members of the board told Nex-
tel Communications Inc. to shorten
the proposed 140-foot tower if it
wants to gain Act 250 approval.

“One of the things we found out
with the original towers, was that
between 70 and 120 feet, there
wasn’t much of a [signal propaga-
tion] loss,” said District 7 coordina-
tor Charles Gallagher, referring to
applications submitted by ATC Re-
alty a couple of years ago. “At the
end of the day, they accepted
lower towers.”

Vegas stench solved

LAS VEGAS — Pipe-prob-
ing robots fitted with camer-
as have discovered the source of
the awful smell that has plagued
downtown Las Vegas for a decade.
Construction debris that got
backed up in the storm drain sys-
tem trapped stagnant water and
bits of rotting trash, creating what
has been called the “Stench of Fre-
mont Street,” city officials said.
“It was critical that we find this
for business and tourism,” Mayor
Oscar Goodman said. “This smell
turns people off, including me.”
After years of trying to cover up
the stink with deodorizer, city offi-
cials conducted a $97,000 investiga-
tion to track down the source of the
smell. Now they have to figure out
how best to remove the trapped
bits of concrete, gravel and trash.

Can goes with robber

MARTINSBURG
Maybe he needed some-
thing to hold the loot.

A man who broke into a gas sta-
tion and convenience store took
the trash can when he left, said Lt.
K.C. Bohrer of the Berkeley Coun-
ty Sheriffs Department.

Surveillance cameras in ROC’s
gas station show the man entering
the rear of the store, then stealing
cash, cartons of cigarettes, soda
and the trash can, Bohrer said.

Deputies have released a still
image from the surveillance video
to media in hopes the public can
help identify him.

Ella Jane, 2, takes a bite of the fresh
snow in Blowing Rock, N.C.

i From left, Ryan Turner, Stephen Janssen, Angelo
PUSh IS on Bruno and Bowman Giuhan, all from Mobile, Ala.,
make a snowman on the Mall in Washington.

Peagan Lin performs “The Light with
Blossom Flowers” during a celebra-

tion of the Chinese New Year at First Presbyterian Church of Kirkwood in

Kirkwood,

Holiday festivities
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Having a ball

Competitors in the Idiotarod make
FaSteSt Cart Wlns it to the finish line pushing their
shopping cart in New York. In a spoof of the famous Alaskan Iditarod
race, the Idiotarod pitted dozens of teams of runners who must push and
pull a shopping cart from Brooklyn to the Lower East Side in Manhattan.

Allison Gold, 6, pushes a large ball in an obstacle course in Kirtland, Ohio,
as part of the Lake Metroparks Winterfest at Chapin Forest Pine Lodge.

She’s a winner
Dreamer, a 10-month-old chihua-
hua, stands in her pen behind her
ribbon at the Golden Gate Kennel
Club dog show in San Francisco.

Off to the races

Keith Self and his four Siberian Huskies start the 4-dog Siberian class sled
dog race at Punderson State Park in Newbury Township, Ohio.

Firefighters suspended

SACRAMENTO — Four

firefighters have been sus-
pended for participating in a series
of sexual encounters with each
other while on duty.

The four, who were placed on
paid administrative leave, are the
subjects of an internal investiga-
tion for what Fire Chief Julius
Cherry described as “on-duty con-
sensual sexual misconduct” dur-
ing their 24-hour work shifts.

The three separate incidents at
the fire station involved a male cap-
tain, two male firefighters and a fe-
male firefighter. One of the men
would stand lookout while the
other three engaged in sex acts,
fire officials said.

Teen dies of cancer

BELL — A 17-year-old girl

who was honored by Gov.
Jeb Bush when she fulfilled her
dream by graduating from high
school despite a long, painful battle
with brain cancer has died, her
guidance counselor said.

Caitlin Huggins died at her
home, Dana Jones said.

Huggins was diagnosed with can-
cer in 2001, the summer before her
freshman year. There were peri-
ods of remission, but three new tu-
mors were discovered the day be-
fore this school year began and
there was nothing her doctor could
do to save her life. Doctors in Sep-
tember gave her a month to live.

Landlord jailed for attack

NY NEW YORK — A Queens
landlord was sentenced to
44 years to life in prison after
being convicted of hiring hit men
to force two brothers out of a
rent-controlled apartment.

Juan Basagoma, 50, was ac-
cused of paying two tenants in the
building $2,500 to beat the broth-
ers and attack them with a knife in
March 2003. He allegedly wanted
to oust the victims from their
three-bedroom, $400-a-month
apartment in the EImhurst section
of Queens so he could raise the
rent to $1,500.

The brothers, William and
David Lavery, suffered disfiguring
injuries in the attack but survived.
They attended Basagoitia’s sen-
tencing in State Supreme Court in
Queens.

The two attackers, David Robles
and Danny Machuca, were found
guilty in separate trials last year.

d farm concerns
FLAGSTAFF— A proposed
wind farm could supply

enough electricity to power

two-thirds of the homes in Flag-
staff, but county planners aren’t
sold on the aesthetics of the
project. The biggest concern is
how the 405-foot-tall windmills
would obstruct views of the San

Francisco Peaks. The wind farm is

planned for land leased from the

Hopi Tribe and private landown-

ers about 35 miles east of Flagstaff.

School name rethought

CANTON— A school board

voted to halt plans to name

anew high school after a Confeder-

ate-era governor, under pressure

from students and parents who

said they did not want to honor
someone who supported slavery.

The Cherokee County board

sent the matter of naming the

school back to a committee of facul-
ty and students, which already has
said it wants to name the school
Creekland High.

The board previously had voted
to name the high school after
former Gov. Joseph E. Brown, a
four-term governor from 1857-65
who made his home in Cherokee
County.

“The community felt disenfran-
chised and the board listened,”
Mike Chapman, the school board
chairman, said after the latest
vote.

He said the committee will come
back to the board with a new rec-
ommendation for a school name.
The board is expected to vote
again Feb. 17.

Students wearing T-shirts say-
ing “No to Joe” continued their
campaign against naming the
school for Brown.

Family coverage request

OKLAHOMA CITY —

Gov. Brad Henry says he
doesn’t know if the state can afford
a request by the Oklahoma Educa-
tion Association that the state pay
at least part of the health insur-
ance coverage for teachers’ spous-
es and dependents. Beginning this
year, the state is paying 100 per-
cent of teachers’ individual premi-
ums, $314 a month. A teacher with
a spouse and two children pays
about $700 a month for health in-
surance.

Climber recounts ordeal

DENVER — Jamin Camp

tied a thermal top around
his bloody head and wriggled for
miles with broken limbs to survive
in the frigid terrain.

“There was so much blood, I
didn’t know how long I'd be con-
scious. I thought I had 20 to 30 min-
utes left” said the climber,
wheeled from intensive care to a
news conference.

The bandaged 27-year-old re-
counted the tale of his fall on
Longs Peak in Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Park.

Without a helmet, Camp plum-
meted 100 feet. The fall left him
with broken wrists, a broken knee-
cap and punctures to his head.

“I don’t remember losing my bal-
ance,” he said. “I think I was hit by
falling ice. I remember swinging,
trymg to get a hold of things. I
coul

Teen attacks woman, 70

COLONIAL BEACH — A
70-year-old woman re-
mained hospitalized three days
after police say she was stabbed re-
peatedly in her home by a
15-year-old neighborhood acquain-
ce.

The woman was in critical but
stable condition at Inova Fairfax
Hospital after suffering from a col-
lapsed lung and torn intestines, Po-
lice Chief Courtlandt Turner said.
The woman’s spleen was also re-
‘moved, he said.

The woman, who lives alone, let
the teen into her house after he of-
fered to check on her frozen water
pipes, police said. Once inside, he
attacked her with a long-bladed
butcher’s knife.

The assailant, who lives in the
woman’s neighborhood, apparent-
ly made a sexual advance toward
the woman and was rejected,
which may have prompted the at-
tack, Turner said.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Horoscope

This Groundhog Day, the moon in
its last quarter says, “Let's try some-
thing new before the season is
over!” The innovative place-
ment of Mercury nods in
approval, and beautiful
Venus joins the effort by
stepping into Aquarius.

Now, there are four luminar-
ies in the altruistic, for-
ward-thinking sign and
hardly an excuse left to stay
stuck in the past.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(February 2). Its a year for
making wonderful improve-
ments! Home remodeling
and renovation are fea-
tured. Romance, your body and
even your wardrobe gets a boost in
the late spring as your whole attitude
lightens up. Investigate a career
move through June. There’s more
money to be made by working in a
different way or for a different compa-
ny.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You're incredibly productive, making
the most of your time and resources.
Run your errands early, and get
ahead in life! It's a fabulous time to
start a diet, get a haircut and get
your annual checkup. You're on a
roll.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Your passion, for a creative project
or another person, is charging
ahead at full throttle. Have fun, but
try to avoid clouding your judgment
with over-enthusiasm. This is a time
to keep your feet planted on terra
firma.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You've been so busy lately that
you've hardly been at home! Plants
and pets could use some extra TLC.
While you're at it, why not get your
place clean and presentable? An
unexpected guest arrives shortly.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Make an effort to reach out to a
sibling, cousin or close friend who
may be going through a difficult
time. Your nurturing spirit and killer
chicken soup are sure to brighten
anyone’s day.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Lions
love to make a dramatic entrance,
but before you whip out that credit
card to buy some stylin’ new

clothes, know that a bit of thrift is in
order. Avoid debt by dipping into
someone else’s wardrobe. Friends
love to share.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Emotions run hot. Putting on your
game face and kicking down the
proverbial doors is one
way to deal. Another is to
do the exact opposite —
stay in, chill out, meditate.
Why not give your mom a
call?

Holiday Mathis

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Geta
better understanding of
your true strengths.
Knowing where your
power lies and how best
to use it will help you
make an important deci-
sion. Interview your own heart
Intuition is your best ally.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
While the scorpion is a solitary
creature that treasures his privacy,
romance can be found if you ven-
ture out of your comfort zone and
seek new alliances. Joining a yoga
or martial arts class satisfies your
body and soul.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Your day-to-day work routine is
probably more hectic than you'd like.
Make the drudgery more fun by
rewarding yourself at the end of
each task. Use your famous creativi-
ty. And remember: This too shall
pass.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). No sooner have you accom-
plished one thing than you're looking
for a new mountain to climb! Think
about going back to school to further
your career. Another good bet is
taking up a new sport

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Doctors and lawyers and accoun-
tants — oh my! You may need to
consult a professional in a matter
related to health or money. But don't
worry — it's all good. Expert advice
doesn't come cheap, but peace of
mind is priceless.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).

A long-term relationship or business
partnership could do with a breath of
fresh air. Sweep away your stale
routine by suggesting a weekend
retreat. The change of venue will
revive your sense of play and whim-
sy.

Creators Syndicate
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Don’t overlook prostate checks

Dear Abby: Because your
column is like a huge community
billboard, I thought I'd ask you to
get this message out.

Please remind women that
when they schedule themselves
for a mammogram, they should
schedule their husbands for a
prostate exam and PSA
test.

There’s an abundance
of advertising about
breast exams, yearly
checkups and women’s
health centers, but little is
seen about the same thing
for men. Prostate cancer
is a serious problem if it's
not detected before the
symptoms show up; by
then it's already spread-
ing outside the prostate.
You know that men put
off medical visits more often than
women, 5o if you could get
‘women involved in our health we
might be around a lot longer.

As a prostate cancer survivor, I
know from personal experience
that early-stage prostate cancer
has no symptoms and, having
been cancer-free for the past six

Checklist for alcohol

Dear Annie: Any
time the subject of alco-
hol comes up, you are
quick to use the label
“alcoholic” and suggest
immediate help. I am a
41-year-old man, recent-
ly divorced. My wife
claimed my drinking was
a problem, but I dis-
agree. I am a responsible
drinker. I work hard, do
volunteer work and have
a peaceful, busy life. T
never drink and drive,
and have never been involved in
a confrontation while drinking.

There are times when I drink
every day for a week, and other
times when I will not drink at all
for a month or two.

1 have no desire to change my
behavior, because I am not
aware of a single problem caused
by my drinking. Would you call
me an alcoholic and recommend
that I seek treatment?

— Curious in Tucson, Ariz.

Dear Tucson: Only you can
decide if you have a problem, but
we found the following question-
naire from A.A. most helpful: 1.
Have you ever decided to stop

Dear Abby

Annie’s Mailbox

years, T am living proof that early
Drostate cancer can be cured.
— Alive and Kickin’
in Knoxville, Tenn.
Dear Alive and Kickin’: You
have written an important letter.
Many men, and women too, will
appreciate your timely reminder.
My mother was once
asked what she thought
was the most important
ingredient for a lasting
marriage. Her response:
“A husband who lasts.”
Ladies, if you want your
husband to last, im-
prove the odds by mak-
i with

wheel of other people’s cars and
using other people’s credit cards.

T have been locked up for three
‘months now, and looking back, I
can’t believe the life I was living.
Is there still a chance I can turn
my life into a success when I'm
released? And what do you rec-
ommend I do to stay sober and
lead a happy life?

— Tough Luck in Chattanooga

Dear Tough Luck: You can still
achieve success, but it will be
harder.

Some positive steps to take:
Join a 12-step support group;
people with problems who have.

his doctor every year.

Dear Abby: 1ama
19-year-old young man
who is writing you
from a jail cell. None of
my crimes were violent. They
mainly consisted of theft and
drugs. I've had a bad drug prob-
lem ever since my best friend
overdosed in my hotel room.

1did drugs before then, but not
as much as afterward.

One thing led to another, and
soon I found myself behind the

drinking for a week or
s0, but only lasted for a
couple of days? 2. Do
you wish people would
mind their own business
about your drinking and
stop telling you what to
do? 3. Have you ever
switched from one kind
of drink to another in
the hope that this would
keep you from getting
drunk? 4. Have you had
to have an eye-opener
upon awakening during
the past year? 5. Do you envy
people who can drink without
getting into trouble? 6. Have you
had problems connected with
drinking during the past year? 7.
Has your drinking caused trouble
at home? 8. Do you ever try to get
“extra” drinks at a party becauise
ou do not get enough? 9. Do you
tell yourself you can stop drinking
anytime you want to, even though
you keep getting drunk when you
don’t mean to? 10. Have you
missed days of work or school
because of drinking? 11. Do you
have “blackouts”? 12. Have you
ever felt that your life would be
better if you did not drink? If you
answered YES four or more times,

support
‘more than they can on their own.
Understand that you will have to
forgo relationships with people
who use drugs and steal. Com-
plete your education.

It won't be easy, but if you do
all of the above, you'll no longer
be the same person you are
today, and you will iead a happi-
er life with fewer problems.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

ic issues

you probably have an alcohol
problem and might want to check
out A.A. (alcoholics-anony-
mous.org).

Dear Annie: My husband and
1 received a group e-mail invit-
ing us to a birthday party for an
acquaintance. The man’s wife
suggested that everyone bring a
card with $5-$20 inside, so the
birthday boy can buy a mountain
bike he desperately wants.
course, she said we shouldn’t feel
obligated.

‘We don’t know this couple
very well, and we already have
plans that weekend and will miss
the party. But isn’t this tacky?

— Anonymous

Dear Anonymous: Unless
asked, it is inappropriate to tell
people what they should give as
a gift, and extraordinarily tacky
to tell them how much to spend.
Good thing you had other plans.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.

lease e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.
reators Syndicate
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Dennis the Menace

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
B] E by Henri Anold and Mike Argirion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
ta torm four ordinary words.

LIPUP

Ed's out like
alight

o O
[
s O

©2005 Tribune Media.
i Rights Reserved

[vonT |
LX) |
ENGALT

@)

ONN®
on

Services, Inc.

ONE TOO MANY
MADE HIM DO
THIS,

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.

I 2 2 7 i
Answer:
LN LN N\ N N

(Answers tomosrow)

worw Jurbis Com

SHEERY

OOl

Jumbles: CHAIR ~ TULLE ~ FLURRY  PURITY
nswer:  What the surgeon turned intc at the annual
foast — A REAL CUT UP

Yesterday's

Family Circus

©2006 Bil Keare. Inc
Dist by King Features Synd
W familycircus com

“You are NOT Punxsutawney Phil
and you didn’t see your shadow!
Now get dressed for school.”

©Gary Larson

WE CELEBRTION of

Non Sequitur

':ANVBOVY UP FOR ROASTIN' ﬁ%FSHNLLOWS?”

The Far Side

The nightmare makers
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The Pacific Forecast AccuWeather.com " by Accueather.com ©éoos

Tide Table NORTHERN JAPAN
Today Tomorrow Today Thursday
Wainland Japan High Tide 28/14 28116
kosuka 9:09a.m. 11:12 p.m. 9:44 a.m. none Cold with Snow showers
Sasebo 12:57 am. 12:59 p.m. 219am.  1:55p.m. snow and
rea flurries.
Cheju Island/Sogwip'o 330 am. 332pm.  432am.  435pm.
Kunsan 815

wi am  828pm  9l4am 933pm
Okinawa, Naha 1151 am none  1:10am. 12:45pm.

SHANGHAI
Tod:

Guam, Apra Harbor 1256 am. 1229pm.  243am. 109 pm
v L2 P foday Thursday Today Thursday
Mainland Japan LowTide 3831 46145 4332 41134
Yokosuka 306am. 401pm. 349am 541pm | |Tumingout |Cloudy: Windy with [ Chill with
657am 746pm.  7:58am  9:04pm. | |cloudy afternoon rain cloudsand  |clouds and
Korea sunshine
Cheju Island/Sogwip'010:00 am. 1029 pm. 11:05am. 1121 pm
n 241a

pm. 329am. 415pm
Okinawa, Nana 535am Gd2pm  632am  808pm
Guam, Apra Harbor ~ 6:13am. 7:53pm.  7:09am. 855 pm.
© For tides at other sites apply minutes below to Naha tides:

jan: -39, Sos

SOUTHERN JAPAN
Today Thursday
43734 44137

yochs +11 nigh and low tde )
Unten Ko: 7 high, -8 low, Yonabaru, Buckner Bay: 44 high, -42 low China

A rain or snow | Clearing and
hower chilly

Today Thursday
62/52 63/60

Periods of sun | Clouds and
sun

Taiwan

BANGKOK
Today Thursday
9274 94/76

Some sun;a | Partly sunny
hower

GUAM
ippi Today Thursday
88/74 86/74
= Some sun:a | Clouds, sun:a
N shower shower
Thursday
87/68
Periods of sun |Clouds, sun, a
shower KWAJALEIN
° Tod:
8778

As of 7 a.m. Tuesday Tokyo time

Extended Forecasts

TOKYO KADENA SEOUL MANILA HAGATNA
Friday: Partly sunny, Friday: Showers, Friday: Partly sunny, Friday: Partly sunny, Friday: Showers,
high 45, low 36. high 75, low 69. high 28, low 18. high 85, low 68, high 86, low 73.
Saturday: Periods of clouds and Saturday: Showers, Saturday: Partly sunny, Saturday: Partly sunny, Saturday: Showers,
sunshine, high 75, low 65. high 32, low 19. high 86, low 70, high 85, low 74.
high 48, low 32.

Monday’s USA Temperatures Wednesday, February 02 U.S. Extended Forecast
e oiow ey - Low pressure over the northern Gulf

of Mexico Wednesday will lead to wet
Albuquerque 425 Los pageles 7447 weather in Souihoaom Tocas and
Anchorage 24/3  Louisville 42128 BiLnas much of the lower Mississippi Valley.
Asheville 4430 Miami 75/59 st Meanwhile, a large area of high pres-
Baltimore 38118 Milwaukee 33/25 sure over the Rockies will promote
Birmingham 50138 Nashvile 46132 dry and mild conditions from the West
Bismarck 35/22  New York 36/24 Coast into the Plains. Another high
Boise 46/26  Omaha 3rzr pressure system will be found over
Boston gggg Orlando g%g the Northeast; sunny and  tranquil
Buffalo 32112 Phoenix 6446 Ao weather will be the rule from New
Burlington 24/4  Pittsburgh 37/16 England southward to the mid-
Charleston, SC  53/35  Portland, OR  55/38 Atlantic states. Temperatures will be
Charlotte 49/30  Portland, ME 3017 near seasonal averages. Low pres-
Cleveland 3315 Saltlake City 42126 sure will track through Florida
Columbus, OH 37116 St. Louis 40125 Thursday, leading to rainy conditions
Dyt Sz gamantonio g0 from the Carolinas southward
aso an Diego
Hartford 339 SanJuan 81/68 o HovowLy ' through the Sunshine State. The rest
Helena 46125 Tampa 7051 2% " o0 of the country will be quiet with very
Indianapolis 35/21  Tulsa 41126 little precipitation expected
Jacksonville 58/42  Washington, DG 40/25
Kansas City ~ 36/25  Wichita 37/26
‘Shown is noon position of precipitation. Forecats highs/lows are for selected cities
Wednesday’s Pacific Temperatures Wednesday’s World Temperatures

oy HGHLOW  CiTY HGHLOW  CiTY HIGHILOW oy HGHLOW  CITY HGHLOW  CITY HGHLOW  CITY HIGHILOW
Bangkok 92/74 Iwakuni 41121 Sasebo NB 42130 Acapulco 90/72  Budapest 33/21  Kabul 43/17  Nairobi 88/57
Beijing 3014 Kadena AB 62/52  Sapporo 28/14 Athens 54/34  Buenos Aires  77/59  Kiev 25/16  New Delhi 70/43
Camp Casey 28/7  Kunsan AB 30/16  Seoul 28/10 Auckland 76/63  Cairo 66/42  Kuwait 74/51  Oslo 40/29
Christchurch 72/54 Kwajalein 87/79 Shanghai 38/31 Baghdad 61/39  Cancun 82/65 London 46/39  Paris 43/34
Diego Garcia 87177 Manila 86/68 Singapore 87173 Barbados 85/69 Cape Town 88/60 Madrid 52/34  Rio de Janeiro 82/69
Hagatna 88/74 Misawa AB 32116 Sydney 88/59 Barcelona 49/36  Geneva 36/27 Mexico City ~ 70/48 Rome 45/36
Hanoi 72/61 Osan 26/9 Taegu 35/18 Berlin 41/33  Istanbul 41/30  Montreal 32/17 St Petersburg 16/10
Hong Kong 66/57  Perth 86/66  Taipei 58/50 Bermuda 62/57  Jerusalem 54/48 Mogadishu  91/76  Stockholm 35/26
Honolulu 76/64 Pusan 35/21 Tokyo 43/32 Brussels 44/34  Johannesburg 83/62 Moscow 2312 Warsaw 32121
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now. 380 GBO cal 6358757 of | 26018 s a0k, 5 yous bane oy | dmZenS@ o B Cal pso fde'ises o
Osar Daowoo Maiz, | 101 Askng szsnm G it sum Kadors, OBk oy
T pre At o oot Sand A | S i Ny i ay questons oo "o A 0% |V o S50 o vl
available Jan o 52500 U ower - vin e & r oma ‘ " old Toyota Mark , - i changer, mini TV. Smooth ride & | in Malch wen at
o Caman | 206, 80, A and €5 clayer Wel | comimemberpagel690020 Kenwnhoa Py, Ponr | KRG 058 1oL TR | e “aroat 33600 OB ot 69908 mall
f cept, runs great. Bue book over evaryiting,  Tinted windows. | b bk, enc i i p
. §760""ading 1500 0BG, | Fostor - 1992 Honda nspre, uk‘:‘q sgmwmym | sk ik | e s, a 655013 | ot
. Ofinan nal | Alsugi. Groen 1996 BESny 5 COE! o 2651 | o i el et Kadens PGS Neecs 1 ol
3.door Refrigerator/Freezer wih | CRY.In excellent e JC‘ 667.6852, Call - 011 1713 8584 guaa NGV 2005, Askm &G Qe Oct 05, asking 5o v JCT sue Sy
Ton Gray | U b 06 Asking 67 0BG, | SF72028 2P LT 2 . S PR e oo e | B SRR % G contion 00LD A
o Shape at Bomal e 93 Topota Exiy dssamaiames@ mancom M\T us\ 11 PRIERG, bl onda_Guc, | Whie, -door, automatc, power | Comes il CD player. Ak
oo o b | 1, 2609971 Avalable 29| TR Spor S, 23 Ll = e o, 1o ookt G, | winda and.iock wih remote | 150000, Cal ‘6355408 or
aparments. Avaiable n 2.9 |Januay. " | cyiinder engine, Maroon wi &ay | Foster - 1952 Toyota Mz ] ovorsseate, oot Fack B | e e A | soat, cad AIC, 75,000 | 09087301908 Jor cotais. Ack or
Vg Y650 e oS Svivn | Gt \nlenun hahSae Steo | 008, cold Glard wheadight: Myt See! | 655 9355 aakfor Shannon - | K W S | 7
Call ~ 8937703 or | {yaku - 1996 NISSAN SYLVIA | in Transmission, | player. JCI"April 2006 $3000 OBO Call | > 2= 0 S8R | Second “owner. $3500 OBO. n
Sty * " |85, Adomaie, Ertz, Ceam, | X For Vindows Foun | 5300 cal 5455765 . e | Nat - ohyson 646215 ot | Kaders - 1008 Nesan prane | et lnngsine, Cai | Kaoera - FOS Sql 1s%s
e Z;;g@;gs; 7d0 o h;';g"'”' Cock, e Delfost Ftaca 090-6204-1266 Joy Cold G Poverlocks and | G53.0500 or 0505764 3204, | Toyla Gorona ED; Ouned by
jona, Ok o r wekuni | b Side’ Mirors, - Spoter indows, and runs greall 401 | oo of IO TEHIY. | non-smaler, 4 new tres, ox
@ Washing machine it sai | usme.m SovonSpok Spor s & | Fostor - 1992 Toyola Sur, JGI | Foter - Wo need o uprado o | G AUG 2006 Call633-1500 _ | Kadena - CUTE CARY_ 1933 | el AC, Gt rlbl car fo
16k Steel agiaor. Touch conlrol Profle Mud Fi 103 -Great looking WD, new | a van so obr great rnfing Filix ubaru ~ Domingo ' (small | famiy or singl person JCI go
nons, “ncsnont - conanan, | Msava - 108 Land Fover | (Sl etiod " S B K- | 5 e eroon . chrome sun-syau-slnvun\ymgo &I | Kadona " 1995, SivrHonda | Japancse i vany Low i | il ar 08 $5060 080" cal
paid $450 PCS sale $300. Call | Discovery V8, § Olive | tyne or Felix at 0505-122-2307 | wheels, ' Pioneer CD _player | due March 05. Call 646-5284. '\“ Low mileage D o age: 80k km, JCI due Dec. ‘05, 0-3794-0655 or 633-0818.
8937703 o papachinko@crux. | GI¢ (Osan ‘omall | wremce EQ, 10-Disc changer. . 31 due May °E°CH G o | 8 A2 Vi sits 7 people but |\ oo 1998
Krisee@imnetcom if Ieres- | selof JOI wheels and res, nev ;gle;ggvm—ﬂ;hﬁcfz?e;;— gg;f; indows, Excolint, caf | aso fis n vey smal paring | £3002 £, PSP, o 1250
Kadena, Okinawa - Toastmaster ’sm,y bm svte, o k| =2 Tl chrome brush, Quard, | 2048 Super-G o | Woul e vk ' hozs | B 831760 080 at | ddorsedar,wih pover e
Convecion Oven/Broler, 450 | hont bar wih audiary 1ghis, 2001 Mustang Cobra | B4p: ot New-inng Ee\l i s we. o y Cizer windows and locks. New bate
degree, 22X12'X13" great for more. Contact Jog sw Biack.5:5po6a. 35K Mios, | 2102001 $4100 0BO 6C/i2054P, AirBag,  Spees. | OBO. Call 6334 o ires, 10cisc changor & mint
Gitbass “apariments, can i | Siocall i 226-6130223-5805 or | 61 2y s | o 15 Tom e | A \riside-A-Fier. Call Kadena - FREE!I 1990 Honda | TV, ffon & rear window wigers,
farge. baking. dish for cakes, | emall siddall Gmsa.atimil.nelp | & CD i dash S22k, et | E08 3 Neigon "536.301/361aW | Kadens - 1996 Tojoa Cynos: | Accod ar i good condion bu | keyles iy, et S35
pizza, and lasagna. POS sale |~ e | e anwoiput@demaimi (b | Komwoos O playor - ek | 6464588 H o-mai | SIver, 2doors, Runs and oo | JCI is due Jan 05 PLS call 6336519 or Email
855 Misawa . 96 Subaru Legaoy | IG5  availabie) of | §180600. Gl 454865 ‘“3, Tomann{ tmaw.vsmo.mil. | 654 Cod AlG, Pover Locks ‘6342477
papa yah e 400, Sxcelent | 010-8671-6616. email me al §3,995 obo. e sty PGS and il | Kaders - MUST_SELLI 1992 | Kadena - Seling 1994 Toyota
Kadena, Oknawa -Toson A | SRS Heyas S30 550 5 | Yongean - 2002 Ford F150 XLT | TEATWT 42 a1 500 13| i o 52000 o | 000X Tty $3700 020 | e cxtorsoie rlrt
e DM ngsan - 2002 Ford F150 XLT | Car Yancardomain mmasm Jdsdle. 03Blue- | sol for jus, 2000 Noed pic | [t sae vehide o appreciate | or, Automatc ans, power
i . | Canvmemberpagais asss ol e (2983 @hotmalcom o cal | Exceliont venicill Call Sgt. | and powsr widows,c . player
SoR lsanig. onof G st Yoosuta 196 ohew camars |y Pk it B Sters o E:e;?m <o o e B o343t o sl | 81 i Pl 5 40
inas,remot coniol, Puchased | S5, Auto, 4.1 Crant e e eV, At luagcs | Eoster - 1994 Honda Prelude: | FIEISEC, = ————— | or e-mail me at ramosae @ 0 iories over JGH Asking
4 ago Syear wwmswevsmp:s superd inerl- | ring. & drves great. S22K. | Ger o tans o i C8 | Cal eizon mwmmw Kgdena‘gz‘wvsumsm pajere: Butiorusme.mil $200000" cal 6333601
warranty for $780 PCS sala for great "sterco. 19K, [ 6T 0% 473 3% 51 5.7, | Dayer wih 1000 watt amp, 6 2doors. 44, loadex Kadena - MUST SELLI 1998 | T 2 !
oy o S S e S0 "mepl | T | 8. ot & e i G2 Kl © 635058 S S ooty @ st
Yokostka - 1993 Nissan Gloria | LW, ™ Polos at PP | 645 4e8s or'omail me  at | $4.995 oo JCI May | than 5k on_ febuil ~engine, | Kadena - Tube frame sand ral,
(okosuka - issan Glorale 2 b n i 5 e D gma/ reen, 7 | excellet shape, CO piae, plus ed with
Autos for Sal naregdolagin’ | S 20T | Kadora 1999 Toyote Toun | pescongr esnar AL povr |5 ey sheRires S 9o | a1 oo oo reuce
utos for Sale S kb e 15U, G oo e A o o™V vy qood conciton Pl P e
Japan 146 O | em—— | corirremsorpsos 82 6h8/s | i AC, CI vaid unti June 05, o s | ot 1
st sol £ T with the family. $6
Msugl - 1089 Nissan 3007 Autos for Sale Foster - 1995 Toyola Exiv - 5 | Weeks: Call 6331757, A ussmm L orssosies
s Jom e 2o Okinawa 152 |meer mu;nui-“van:‘erc o »vc‘ Kadna - 1991 Toots Windor chapo. Power locks, windows, | 195081 K
fooe, & S Yoty on oo P s S anct | 30 (Lows £5%00) Boge C5Player, Great AG, JC) good
Yokla95 Honda Prekude. ol o 26 old il Asgst 06, Having baby and | Kinser 1990 Toyoia

du 26 May
povier eﬂtevylhmg‘ o breaka

o St el Jan 0. G

fine 7800 5 puter - FOR_SALES1amo | windows, vy st JGI e Fep o door. Bougn G
p\ y pcwcr wmﬂaw&/\ :ks Skyline GTS-T $800.00 JCI due Zﬂﬂ7 A!K”‘E $2500.00. Call | and _tires, player. Oc\eber for  $4,000 askmg Reliable, CD-Tinted windows-
Amomanc & mayer ‘and fc\ femots key entry and " JCI | Mar 05. Il intorested callFyan at emai, mo "ai| $3is0 o 60 CChi sadetss, | Eheey mayen muon mv "Sok | $5.600 080, Emal PR sverytning. $2.500 OBO.
m M h. $500.00 OBO. Call | Apr.06. Asking SISOD Call Enc 090-5¢ 69 or e-mail lav- OWUSHKG@DWD med.navy.mil | 0801-: . _or  email |AC. 857 3-5153  or | Maura.Ogden @kadena. aﬁ mu\ n Please call Joel 090-9784-8337
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

Autos for Sale
Okinawa 152
Kinser - 1990 Mazda Eunos
(iR: e, 41 8 A
06 now tres, VG
TomorablFardioh and sk

Wolciks & okinawa, usmc
mecs org or wolckia @mcbbu:
terusmemi

Kinser - 1990 Toyota Town Ace
van. 401 xpires nMay 05, Nice
interior, rear Capt chairs, moon

50.00
Sa7-1304050 0785 6008

Kinser-1991_ Toyacta _ Master
Ace Surt. Jol Apr 2006, Clean
Raliablo, PWR' everyihing
S50 080, Plegse wal Joe
090.0784-8337 636-3966.
Knsor - 199) Toyola S, Gas,
doors, AMIEWICD player.
Exosion”contiton, wel T
fained, low mies only 52,000 K
(30,000 US_ miles). Only_one
cuner, nclades, 2 yoar JC1Jan
eiieve_On
ssenoon ol 63771384 or oM

Kinsor - 1993 Pajoro - 4 doors,
aw o, tly loadod. Elcic
Sunroof AN

WD player tow

Kinsor - 1994 T
Tinted windows, excelent cond
tion. AWFM/CD player with CD
changer, family owned, sporty

n ady “Tor
mbvials sae only 380060
OBO 637-1384/030 9789 9098,
Kinsor - 1996 Cynos, Low miles,
excellont. condiion, AMFM/CD
Player, 4Gl Jan 2007 o
interior and ready for immediate

PGS WS
808 for more information.

Kinser Toyota, Calica,
B\ue/EVuck Exl:zHem Gonditon,

. G oores
Spony. teady to sae, 697Yo8H
0000 97899098

Oknawa - 1991 Toyola Surl
G

For more info piease call
Y 56 or amai c: mew
mail goo.

Frpr——
4WD sporly looking car. Green.
Automatc, Power. everything.
AWM Casselleon player

ert Good

G micage aneuns atat 361
o Augusl 2005. $3000 OF

nfo” please _cali
350760 o1 il mnon .
mail.goo.nep

Okinawa - On Okinawa close to

Camp Foster, Lester, and But-

Ior oonga, G, " 152

94000k, 4 coor, new belis &

85000km, JCI unt Miaeh 2006,

1300 or bost offor. Call
2556,

ires, Lt more, R
lenahca done; Call ose @ work
83751803 or Cs
090.9760-5874,asking 5800
T Statlon, Okinawa - 1992
150 lackip s spoet
it back
Rons &t Ful seto o
Wroine: '$15. injecors
ecu, 0l exnaust, l gage set
Supr singe luich, o
plis much more. 1y JGl. $2500
Cail 6444550  or - emai
opietier@hotmalcom

Autos Wanted 156

Kinser-FREE or dirt cheap vehi
cle for running around. Doesn't

money o' up Tor 2 JOI o
have ‘one veficle but wili my
Reshande schede. i just no
able to make all our appoint-

ask for Danny or Shelley o
email at Wrightdp@oasis.med
attinet

Korea - Looking for car in Taegu
ara Small oge mandgiony,
automatic _ preferred.  Em
Raraporez dyanco.com or cal
010.7265-644 after 1200, Ask
for Harry or Gistina,

Motorcyles - Japan 166

Auto Parts 180

Bicycles 20

Clothing 320

Computers

Harley-

Duvmsnn £ cisiom (Vs
EL), loss

s, m« G s and black

Scredmin’ Cagle 2 Exhaust

Seauliul ol Funs exclerit

meseage it there fsnt an an-

Yoha - 2003 VAVAA v Str
Spec

foms. JE1-1005, asking §7000
cal John Sede al 2252205 or
22r.
Zama, Je»an Harey Sporter
Blue, 1200 XLH. 4,200 mils,
forward _conirols engine
guard  (losied) 55000, Call
mail

Snarngo@omatcom

Motorcyles - Korea 168

Carol 1995 Harey FLHTP low
miles HRS 42 Carb, Vancs
Hines Pro Pipe, Andrews EV
Gam:new ires $10.000 Cor miact
i Whie i 017:534.8569 o
whiter@korea army.m

Motorcyles
- Okinawa 170

Foster - 1998 Yamaha XJR 400
blue, with Brembo front brakes.
Ohins. rear shocks and a fu
el sysiem, B is” el
maintained and has been ker
covered. ExceHem condion
53000 fact
ProhalSsacis moda el o1
call 646-6010 aitor soup

Fut o
FANE s0cd e i Vel
oo conion Makos ah el
fent frt bike! Includes matching

Original Honda Jacket and a
Holmay Avalanis or purchace

fide please contact Ed
090-9787-4418  or - e-mail
nejp

Kadena, Okinawa - 2 stock

Skyine. wheels.

dlean

Gondion. Maku
3-2515 or 090.6863-6703.

Kadena, Okinawa - Car Stereo:
Konvood, KiCsen “Cassoto
receiver, black, 45

e Faceplte, Dol B, mrec\
program Search, front/ear pre-

Kadena, Okinawa - 1 nave a git
turbo for salo looking for $2
call 633.8900 and ask for Nick
Otinawa . 91 Surt ongne
e o Sxcapy bk e
and nteror parts available,
Cafor prices 637-4420

Baby Items 200

Atsugi, Japan - Baby items -

Boppy pilow, $5: gis winter

cloths, 18:24 monihs, $2.85;
ho Poot

S35 o 370087

Asugizama - COMBL Stcler
‘Sawy’) Travel siroller fol

Atsugizama - COSCO Strolr.
12 Like umbrella stoller, more
sturdy. Has canopy and under-
goat sorago. Used 2x. Perert

S and traval, foids in
it Miarion 264-6576

Foster, Okinawa - Gap Gymbor-
0 Oid Navy baby gif am-24m

and boys gapad iy om 2t

many Were only worn a fow

mes. Shos to5! Pices range
from 50-84 per item. Jen
]

mysnamuudy@hmmm\ com

Okinawa - Graco Jog
qm; Sirollr wi infant car soat

baso $50.0 n good s
Call 646.2535 o emai

pic
cindyusmc@imsn com

Futenma - 2000 HONDA CB400
VTECHBIS! Low  Misage/
Like New/ Includes Amored
ackel, Gloves,  and
HelmeUExcellont Sindle R
‘well balanced Double

Fim-For 2 Pidre o3 est e
plo conta

890.5787- 18 o e-mai

ventur P

Kadena - 2000 Herltage Softil
Classic, Bronze Pear. | to A R
oL tim, very low milsage. Bike
in exc shape. $15,000 negotia:
Bl Porcang 1976 8 yahos com
o1 Ga8-526-4533 biwn 1800 and

Kadena, Okinavia - 199 GSX-A
750 SRAD - Custom _ pipe.

et and many otter xuas.
Cail " 6337050
ogoevsu Sitr. Sorous nauk

ony!
Kadena, Okinawa -Harley Da-
vidson ‘pars, new and used.
specalized shipping o AFOS

fnstodspoke! yahoncom for | F5e 50

dotis o1 S call 643-3446 ask for
Jac

Foster, Okinawa _ Graco Swing

and Nieals - High' chair an

Swing_combo wilh _reversible

seat cover. §75 obo call Jenni at
65075,

Foster, Okinawa - Jooging Stro
Ter n Greal shape. No.rugt well
{aken Eared never Ief Guiside.
$65.Call Mchell o1 646 4725,

Foster, Okinaa - edela Do

, Carry
only 3 months oid, used ver
fow tmos!"Asking $100, ploase

| 646:2004 o email
Eric1334 @aol com

Pl it i Cassiet i s
condition, hardly used! $50 Call
846-2610 " or. ‘email

Kadena - Joogng sroler. bas:
cally new, used Bought
for $13950, ¥ Vouvs or'$100:00

Kadena, Oknava - Baby, Orio
made oul o wood wih a

Kadena, _Okinaw
e oy o a1t
gasolne povered i ke, $500
i Retley anytme 632 3075
Kadena, Okinawa - Racing
Coatners reahwtalbiack §200
£ie 37 Teoles’ Cal 50

36151 5 aning)
534 mwuaw, 909 8ss- s

Kmsen Okinawa - Pocket Bike,
oce,

mecattyad @3issg usme.mi

Auto Parts 180

Buter - For Salel 2 17 Advan
Super Advan rims. Set of 2 rims
Wi no s, $100. E-mai
‘dangal @ mebbuiter.usme.mil
Butler, Okinawa

Bare S8 o 325/t o1 4517
fires and a set of 15 inches lres.
205 width 15 fine must be in
good " condiion. _E-mail - gan-

Kadena, Okinawa - Crib_and
dresser n one, S200, email
myerscs6Shotmail.com for 2 pic-
ture or call 633.6218,
~ Do,
ot o e white
gnge stoler black and i
Call 6335647 or email
Siess0yanascom Tor e
ures

Kadena, Okinawa - Fisher Price
Baby Cradle Swing, 3.specd
battery operated, swings sidel-
Side of fronlback, comes with a
toy bar, In excellent conditon,
$30.00 call 635-3035 f interes-
ted.

Kadena, Okinawa - Step
battery race care $75.00, out
side climbing cube $25.00, child
strolor $45.00. Gal for gquos-
tons at_633:2160 o emal at
marcum2 G iwon.com as or .

Kadena, Okinawa -_Vibrating
bassine rom arge, $20, hsher
ice. bounce. 515,
Searoroior. 325; enim-iscdy
Sear e i, nover use Fav
ihing exira shaats, lamp,
W\H\es righilgnt, fesce biankel
memage curtain 75 All

Foster - 2 16 inch and 2 15 inch
s Wi rms. o0q_ires or
Filting

5 aei e 303015

Okinawa - A great bargainl
SnugRice nfant car sealcarmer,

Motorcyles - Japan 166

Atsugi - 2002 Honda Reflex 250
scootor, candy red, 1800 MI in
ile, "asking $4500. Call
2645639 aftr Gpm.

Foser, Okinawa . Four 18
s cvom T, wnins S

g5 some “minor”curt damage,
BT e contion e
§'monte 5. Came af o

ark I Fisi $750.00 takos
thom. Call 645-5022 (Day) or
536575 (Evening) T

sy 2piece chest dlip. Dark
b\ue wilh a cule teddy print
new, never has_been

um Jand il i s ongnal box
R and

g

o0 ort w il aror 540,06,
Plase call 562 3498 o ce
Oo0b78083:

Kadena - 26" Mensiboys Moun-
tain Bike, Now, bough In States,
never ued $100.00 OBO. Joa
633,923

KINSER - Male bicycle, new

wih tags. The color is dark blue

wih dfferen setinos. Sighty
used FREI

$58 cal Feo7-4391 of ol i

JKCCKC@oasis mediati net

wa - 2003 Trek
Mountain bike. Ful
suspension, XTRIFOX SHOX

NSRP $3000 Seling for $1450
OBOII Must see s bike .lis
awesome Emall for pictures
oeagles @ konnect.n
83275

sarerss Y
Kinser. Okinawa - Trk Liquid

30 aipian Bie - Fll g
sion, SHO)
$5550 SLling o 87460 O8Ol
Must sea 1 bie s awesome

;ﬁg\;ﬁ:amm het o
Boats 20
Ksor, Otrana - 15 12 fo

Grey Zodiac (rubber boat) 250y
metal deck, 1

Kadena, Okinawa - Ralph Lau-

ion lales sanaals - Black. sz0

9112, Brand new, il in

Rsking 950, Pictuies avalable:

Email Diang al dianesdssigns

inc@yahoo.com  or  call
36734,

Kadena, Okinawa - Two pair of
old navy jeans brand new neve

Wanted 70

" 1e10 Down
%

—
800HighTech.com
lvll\l‘“'-“a

Vo 126 20, 520 cach amal
Samanihadock

o call 633 5468

B e e | Furniture 510 | Household ltems 560
coats and Xlarge size trouse

Foster, Okinawa - Honey Woot

Collectibles 350
Courtney, Okinawa - Water
1 "Snow
exxens\vs Cotecton o m:\uae

ney and Kim Anderson c
Rt "Gl s sam cr omail
 do-

Kadena: CORNER ENTER.

DVD's or just siorage. Light

brown in color. in really good

condiion. ~Asking $110. ‘Cal
73

i,

Foster - Have a_collecion of

Ofinawan, tamps“and_ peper

of
Wity ontol to_Oknavians
K place. Call 6453107

dona, Okinawa - Beaulful
‘Asian Hardwood king size bed &
ngistand uith marbe 100 & 3

draers. 8 months_old.  Mint
Condtion. P $2100 'Sl
$18000bo call Soth 633-4006 or

| Book Stores 250 | Guar

Atsugi, Japan - Collegs Books:
Ceniral Texas College oniine
English 1301, good condiion.

2o Maih 1514, 550, Cal
227:893

Courtney, Okinawa - CTC P
Chology, Carole” Wade, Carol
Tows” sevenin cdion. brand
ETC amages. and Familes
Mary "Amn Lamanna,
Flodmann, sighis sdtion brand
o markings, S70.
L S i

H

m - Wanted to Buy Authen-
ic Autographed Celebrity Pho-

Players. and musicians. Ploase
omail ‘me a lstpholos with
prices "of _whal

Ealas@ite net

Guam - Wante 0
raded/ungraded sports. cards

s
H

Tl pyers. vl me
Payers 1o
Eaisaiene”

Eoster, Okoawa_ iy it Leap

Upnn a Rhyme a3 o
"o 6

Budison dessmeditt vt
Kadena, Oknawa

:45 uo Ploace cal ko442 o1
4700,

Kadena‘ Okinawa - UMUC

: Computers 360_| e

Foster, Okinawa - Looking for
an AT Allimwonder Video
Sad Ottr el Gy i or
et ‘Call_Nealson
840-83%s
nealson@gmail.com

Kadena, Okinawa - APC Back
UPS 'G5 350 battery backup,
unintoruptod ” power
Supply/surge . protector
Sdvadiovats. ¢ ¢ oul\els 2
iin_s@hotmai.con

ton & Tow edions, Cal
34031 email

s\\velys\ur\]ale! Sayanoocom
ieed 1o sell in 1 week. So make
noter

Lesir, Ofinawa - UNUG Ho

351 (W) 'or email

Kadena, Okinaws
o o o e
fightwood ' color in__excellent
cendion, Srcady "sssemblec

an o 3500 an i el ke
ome. | E-mail
Iheptosiamilad 36yaoo.com

rww

dena, Okinawa - Decor Ex.
troma Reg. With Omi Pro iline
dive' computer - Extra ballery,
$450 Ocean BCD, $50. Must

Cellular Phones 280

Kadena, Okinawa - Phone for

Jiwysong@yahoo.com

T Ceerrrs—

ble at tme of purchase for Reg.
andor BCD.” Conac B0 3
- aviertz @hotmailcom or call
8% ﬁ79|levsnmq) 634.7504
(day) 09 554513(ce“7

Kadena, Okin:
3571 mier i Cormats
yin 285, 265, 280 piners

printer and now have FOUR I
Sl use, Seling fo 85 sach ©
et i of them! Call 633-4643 o

Kadena, Okinawa - Black & Tan

5226
shellmil@yahoo.com for icture.
Kadena, Okinawa - Entertain-
ment Center - Black & Tan,
Scandinavian  design.  $175
E-m

shellmil@yahoo com for a pic-
ture or call633.6135.

Kadena, Okinawa - Patio table

with 4 chairs green and umbrolla
wilh seat cushions. -1 jungle
e

557389 leave "message if no

Kedena, Odnawa _ POS. Sae!
Japanese siyle kids desk with
fight in good coniton $40. Call
Chrs af 6384724 or email at
Kadenapilot@holmai.com
Kadena, Okinawa - PCS'
oo size bad mairgss and
ox, with frame also a 5-drawer
dresser bolh for$100 Call
6557389 leave message, 0
answer ask for Noer

Kadena, Okinawa or
Ay Goparnas. St Con.
e Table Brand New, Never

Space. Asking $400. I Interes
164, can email ;mms Pioase.
contact _okifarrow@yahoo.com
orcall 663.6200.

Kadena, Okinawa - Wood Enter-

Scb@adventuretnomason.com

o '
Cretseasagventurethomason

Kadena - Sod Wood Entertan
ment Cenler. $200.00 obo, Cal
St tor ~ ‘piétore
Guisond720yahoo.com phane
6335420,

Kinser - FOR SALE! 5 pioce
ROSEWOOD vng room soi
coft jsle 0 hugo
s ang soa). Bough ot
o for 260, wmm %ol or
for pictures at
B yanoccom o cat e
637.34%5, Musi see to
approciate!

Clothing 320 |emai

Fostor, Okinawa - LARGE Bo
of matemity clothes: _shirs,

shorts, pants, and caprice, also
some 'pregnancy books. Sizes

netor cal Tra
Foster, Okinawa - Men's short

about 10-12 shirs otal. 560.
Fostor-Okinawa. Seling a bag
of Tke new boys clothes and
Shoes. My Sons Just outgrew he
ftloms. Clotnes ' sizes are 18

months io size 5. Shoe sizes
oy imersied please coniact
Kim

Okinawa - Toshiba

3
G

55528 Hnass@ onen.
mediati.net

Furniture 510
Asug, Japan

sl s o o sxmaw
space, '$100” 080." Gall
Hraas

sugi. Japan, - Fire Truck
wdds! bed, $80; yellow car

ioddler bed, $60 dtable sel,
S0t tabi and s chare:

Zama - Sectional couch for sale
a3 15. Brown fabrc wil remova.
o Back plews ha nave a oa!
very goo
no slsws or holet or

fips in fabric. $300 Contact Kate
@267.6471

Household ltems 560

Foster, Okinawa - 15' x 12
Berber Carpel - Muli Gray
colored. Moving, donit necd
Excolent condtion. Very Clean.
Paid $150 at furniture store. Wil
sell for $75. Call 646-6292.

Fostor, Okinawa - 4 pieces Dora

beding_sor” (s i '0od)
Pilow case, sheel set and
Comiortr: About 7 monihs o,
in’ great_condition, not faded
54000 Call 646-2010 or emal

Kadena, Okinawa - 2 Full b

e contact 6a2- sns ov emal\
leanamendoza @ hotm:

Kadena, Okinawa - Juorclov-
ing Botoms " sze
smaiymadiu

brance Cal & a3 wz o mai

$40. Call 2277948
‘Courtney-Okinawa - Queen size
bed, includes head board, fool
board, box springs_and mat-
tresses. 'Asking $175.00. Call
6228330

stor - Oak siigh stylo day
b olr 24 i
matess only rom the

fimig cors, §emng oo

M
Zachary @sunty netnelp  for
i

Foster, Okinawa - Emo and Big
Bird Twinkle, Twinide Litle Star
lamp §15 Cail 6462010 or omail
androws@oasis mediatt. net

Fostr, Okinawa - Surait foral

Kadena, Okinawa
lang S o Sl Ee\ge o
Shate bas

Slort A5 Peces or o,

Bitiros avalable. Emay Diane
al dianesdesigns
inc@yahoo.com o call
6336734

Kadena, Okinawa
colord urtans for sae. pvacl\—
caly brand. T 2
Danels, each measuva
BIES. ading s20°0r bos
ofer Contact Tracy at 633.3871
orat iracy @ fostar.com

Home Electronics 570

Atsugi, Japan - Television, 20"
color,  Memorex_wih - stereo

speakers and remoto. $65. C:

284.6486 or 080-3087-2501.

Courney/Schwab - Gamoboy
with 5 games

Soparatel. Cal 622.8474

Foster, Okinawa - B Vider
Monitor and Two cameras wih
g vison for sale. Vo used

To0der 150 Cai 648 201G o1
email” androws Gcase mediatl

Foster, Okinaua - Dacwos 19
v Sale: Model DTQ-
~“new in box, never
opened. 160 Gall e
§46-6868 or omail
myseamoody @ hotmall.com

Kadena - 20" TV. Brought over
rom siaes, just dont use
ammore;$6560 B0, Joo

Kadena - Bose speakers for
salo. Al excollont - condiion

Gamecube games for
ot iyt oy et
ing. Dead 1o Rights, Stariox
Adventures, Hatr, Sidortian.

Call or completo st
T3 (Kadn ST60 foral
nin games or $15 o2

Kadena, Okinawa - 48 inches

Cell Phone: 030-50552622 or
travise@gmal.cor

Kadena, Okinaw - Home thea-
terspeaker: Features 12inch

email vaiopeanut@hotmal.com

Kadena, Okinawa - SKY et
TV satelite_system for sale.
Incudes reconr, G heavy

duty _ mouning bracket, and

Frieit e i
cal work 6343197, o cell
090-6862-4023,

Kinser, Okinawa - Sony home

Casaatis door 15 boke noi oven
noliceablo. _Paid_ovor$300
selling for $50. Email for_pic-
ures: gosagles @konnect.net or
call 6372753,

SONY 51" HDTV.
Excellent condition less than 1
¥7 0ld. Bought @ Best buy. Wil
Soll for $1500 OBO. 227-3494

Jewelry 610

Kadena, Okinawa - DIAMOND
WEDDING SET size 45- 112
vt pear d

Solderad  together.  Ex | pai
$1750, asking $300 s ol

| have_pictures but
Deter sben n persan: 633:6133

Foster - Need to rentbouy/borron
movie LA Confidential’ for
school. | am desporate, il pay

any price o barrow! Contacl
Krista 646-4245

Musical Instruments 740

Butler - MOA, Sunburst Orange
faded info red, 6 sirings Acous
tic Guiar Without Case with

ginsdb@mebbutierusme.m
call 090-685-60632 anyime of
he day.

Outdoor Living 775

Foster, Okinawa - Step 2 Picnic
Table, has been used out door
out i great conditon! $30 Call
646 mail
a

indrews @oasis medlat. net

Foster Orinawa - Ve _are
looking for bricks to b
landscaping. They dont e
o perfect, just Using. them
600 Tomerbed. Comac luca

iuciamorgan @yahoo com
Kadena, Okinawa - FENCE for

Jawsong @yahoo com

? | —

1| PCS Sale 780

nser, Okinaa - PCS Sael

Name a prce and come el i
i Gal | s7-asse
Jenng164@yahooco

Person to Person 800

am a 27 year oid single female

from Ghana. looking for male

pen_pals. omall me under
daaka1975@yahoo.com

Pets 820

riney - | year oid blak
fomala Labrado? Registered Al
shols are up lo date. Great dog,

S ST e
e i e

riney. Okinawa - Free Chi

~FTGH Two & mo. ols
Separats o
together” Dont have enough

them. Very sweel and
playiul Loves ‘evaryone. Cal
8435363 aftor 4 pm.

- | Kadena - Free 1o good home

Tyear old female okimix. She i
lones o cudle

and kids. She is
o o ope0 g coett
on shots, Just don't have tme
for har now that we ars bath
world 096

KADENA FTGH wo fomale

mmv sieis, wo wil PAY Jou
Jenpenny/5297 @notmail-com
6330057

Katon . Kizos puppi: o

pied Bom- December 23, 4064

for sale."Asking s400 08D, €
maes, el

e S s

oved, For  more_information

Gall G32.3671. Only  serious

inauiries please.

Kadena, Ofinawa - 2 0K

mixdoge, 1 male, 1 female

acoplion; serlzed, chipped &

‘abegnavy@hotmail.com or cal
335183

Kadena, Okinawa - 2 years ol
white and orange male cat f
to good home. Al shats, fixed,
Geclared. Call 633-4643 or emal

Kadena, Okinawa - Double Row
Diamond ring in 14K - $250
OBO Has 14 DIAMONDS tofal-
g in S0KI! Never worn size

have pictures but botter soen in
person. Cal 633-8133 or email

Kadena, Okinawa - All American
pitbul puppies born Dec 27 wil
be "ready for_pick up by
Valentines Day. They are regis
tored. Please call Kia or Morice
for more Info al 6336076 o
email
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L
Jobs Offered 630_| Jobs Offered 630 _ | Sporting Goods 980 ‘

STANDARD ISSUE

Are you interested i m.uppmlm0 Looking for fl tine operenced | 55,07 55 2

facilities maintenance personnel. a woman size & - 85 or man

nulmu Iu.stol\ ol just || mmeegsmeensecna: |5 v MR A NEW
STANDARD

:
%
i

maintenance. A current drivers license| | schutz@usamy.
required. Please send your resume to ||
Fax 098-897-1086 or Air Travel 1006

email: ycos.com Kadena, Okinawa - Alfine fcket
T

JobsOffered B30 |gr e e e, 0 Now
f

'3, 2005. Worth $400.00 asking
300,00

TNTC .

o RN, T Accountant " | |om Stars and Stripes
Stars and Stipes; ‘@ first amendment newspaper, isthe ||| UMUC huimimmse i, | | Mscelaneous 100 i
pinnacle of a military’s career. A tour with us can help you W;Uj_‘l},-w“ newspaper 1s
move up in your military career and prepare you for your Pick up complete job de £ 48 o on Yoo B, | | A - By 20 nch .
career after the military. Contact your detailer for information Formore inf, contact Ma. Rogers o 1000 $10:lvggege’cordess i, 320 also available
on how you can be a part of the military’s best news $98. unfinshed b 1V sand,
provider or email Lt Col Todd ot toddd@pstripes.osd.mil. || PetAccessories 822 | Sporting Goods 980 _ | ieve”" 570 “miconeve. ' $70 electronically
Stars and Stripes is a DOD field activity of the Office of At ot s | S2DPuter i printr and stand, .

" Kadens, Okinawa - 28gal con: | Atsug, Japan - Gol $E0"can 257 e

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs. plie froshwater sei p win | Lefthanded. Asking S50 050,

o G | G1R BN des s veavemo) | Gt your copy

wood, and ma"y ‘accessor \es 8. games: or
[ Openings include: S g st oo e sk i much: OV,
Openings include EEing """ ST35855 | ey o - P | S S50, ', e OV0

Journalist: cirebose |Gl NSRS | s moven, Con penve
TUSNC Toyo  fmmedive Voconcy) s, S ek B T §0 BRI T T for FREE at
1 USMC  Germany (Immediate Vacancy ol 8 oo ok have m had § monits $350. 37 Queen : B
TN Too Ewmmedime Vcconc;: 0 o W v | i B | B e g estripes.osd.mil
TUSN  Tokyo  Photo Journalist (SEP 05) o | m;d el oSt 2t | s o, Saite, card ane
1 USAF  JP/GE  (Future billet available soon) SRR moonmeacaing o h;m:gmg;gﬂm' o e S S5 63es
TUSA  JP/GE  (Future billet available soon) s band” fow-or 358 Cat | sl © ' " P |oBosoezgsdo o omai

ists: Plush, very Soft. Burgundy, | Foster, Okinawa - Salel Nitrox .
Rt es S&S b immedicte Vi S ey Tk peep——— . STARSEJ'M STR'PES
ranches ureaus (Immediate Vacancy) $40. Email for pich i | for 8 P phone lnefor sl for 450, Call L X

| imaw e o cal | Honday nrough - Frdsy or
Civilian Opportunities St O P | L Imaesne e cal | ey et "9 | | Your Hometown Newspaper
http://www.stripes.com/jobs.html e e b o | S SB42/9045. falphbealin@nelscapo ot

Sccessories needed for a heat. -
G, fresh_ waler tank included, | Kadena - Smm woman's small | wakuni - Sony Trintron 21 inch

e sl R 35, o V| Mt it b ok | ¥ el s || Wherever You Go, We Go.
STARSMSTRIPES il "7 fl o b | i g AT TS S
Kinser, Okinawa - 20-gallon fish | Miler03@oasis mediattinet | $150 or Best offer. 253-3670 or

wwwistripes.com fark come i neaids DUBDS | Kadona, Olinawa - smm Scut | ETET @ wakun usme.mi. Ask
wand, filers and olher dccesso- | Ko weicul - Mad/me for Mike
I [ e Al Yo e i th oo | £0%, ", Medrea. 100

g " 550 abe. "Sai Mzwf‘ T S B e o s
Ao O & e el S B IRE —Pentagon
. ] . Pholography 830 | sesers e o zne;;;, Kadera Ofnave el tous
Seeking Academic Professionals |[HREINNN -8 ol FE e g Watch the new
T s, camoni™ Y% | manevalb@yahoazom or b fRash ARt  Pentagon Channel ...

1
3
5

we |8 o
Era it ol 8| i, o RES £ s S o
The Command and General Staff College (CGSC) at Fort J|She ) e Gl et Tl 05| e Feabd oo ocenaat

Leavenworth, KS is seeking qualiied personnel to fil Professor, | | mevers®ossi mesatinei of| Y e had o abot e

call64s

Associate Professar, Assistant Professor, and Instructor positions. | | S | 0065 Wiee St it L | vt O 100 vioos 3
at the operational, strategic, and tactical lovels. CGSC provides | | New: Seny oSG Fass bl | %P shig e e & 3038 3 oiatvumr
resident and nonresident instruction for commissioned officers | | Samers:, sucf%vz“;‘a’o ang | call Trey at 6342768, show me 10 card (o by 84000,

from the Army, other services, and nations. Details for each job [ | 228 %"5her, “lomione, o, | Kadena, Okinava - L king
announcement can be found at the Amy Civian Personnel | 1090 shets fst 8126 et | B st v 17 on aed
Online-The CPOL Homepage (www.cpol.army.mi). From the || 6422282 jesz-25:2 or emai | nesded. Call 633-3280 or email
“Employment” tab select “Search for Jobs.” Click on “Kansas” piisese e - “’
and select the applicable job announcements. THE DEPART- Al aus, water gear. masks. snor. | |1
Sewing/Alterations 934 | ¢ bt St fack
MENT OF THE ARMY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER e, boctes, cloting, ez | |
Kadens, Okinawa - | have a| Chadandam@yahoocom | o
Elother sowing machine et 1 | Kadona, Oknawa - Woider 370 | 5

o S0 hall o ot
Ko oy 1o Finas.rohex
am saling for $150.00 it comes | g E\yph'ca\ gt Gl ed
sewing books and needies | 4 couple of t 150.00 Each
Jobs Offered 630 _ |Pets 820 | and threads et cal 6338080 | 0} Kiso Weight ponch W/
o e ot afmel 3t | Weighis-$60.00 (obo) Have ba
Kadens, Okinawa - Looking for Sovaiinrockes00@yaos com by 0 the way ang neod 1o make
any informaton on where 1o AR act
a miniature beagle pug al '" yah °° com or
e e ¢ Toys o5 | Siee Slate s
mesatio
e Anern Yokata - Exeroise Equpment -
oo - Pal al Python | Foster, Okinawa - Litle Tykes | "Elipse” Nord
INAMS aragnent Seices, e Tokta Pl by Bk Py | O e | gond Condion. 4708 OB, Ca
e unte LSTS ot T
TRAINERS NEEDED - JAPAN & KOREA Cames wih glass ark cage .| G080 L s | o o e e 5
Ve oo ovota - Gotl - Ping Drver

w i a ire 0 P
Dynamic US. Govemment Contractor s seeking PIT ||Vt pas cloanng suppes. i | Laded but sil by great snape.

e
Cas T st aion U3 i i |5, 55 M SRR | B

oo
Yongsan, Wil povce 2-3 vaning seminarsino, o i || B | drn Ot e Ty ;m e T
ftary personnel entering the civiian job market. Excellent 81 nover been usod but s out | Al <o Teio “otr Sow and A A
opportunty for spouses of Mitary or DOD DEISONEL | | weugs, sapan — Aquarm - | ooty & oo ousg o i s | e 35 Zama Gl shop fox Buy Stripes this Sunday
Musthave knowfeige of U.S. abor merket & experionce || S55ior b oS waos | wr neod tha Yoraga spac, | s 75 ol Sea 451 "or -
in job search techniques. Previous experience in Training, iﬁ,“;‘uél;&i“iis‘fgiiﬂfi‘h“ﬁm o et S200 Srea™ | xmail Imboz1234@ hoimail and every Sunday to get your scene!
Career Counseling, or HR desiable. Mitary experionce | | one--fancy-iai L P Lo e
strongly desired. Topics include: skil assessment, career | | 227-9%64 i andoon. Maybe- Yout | boots fo beguancy 1o miemmed.

. - || Foster. Okinava - Large black | kids have outgrown it or yolra | ate skir. Siveriack wih red
decison-making, resume preparation, interview tech- | | Eo%et STEIG, orirerr | Cing: o viout lov 1o ave | Bickies, Bt Ste - Mons

niques, job search strategies, efc. iivee. small dogs comioriaby. | vour ol sandbox. Call Heaner | 25.5. Boots wil it & woman siz6 S ) S
R s Soge oGt 1|y, ot o, Cal e | 255 Sl w1 o o TARS#STRIPES.

v
. ’ Geaning and olds 1t fo ravel | hhioben @yanoo com oo bt iy o
E-mail resume to ssauntry@namsinc.org or fax to | | Reiais at pet box for 100+ only | oo | ol box Your Hometown Newspaper
X asing 0! Conac G aiba o | Katers, Qe Trcyl | B r S230 Wi saffor S165
(703) 821-3680. EOE. Smail’ anvilams 1250@notmal. | soma st Works well $16.00 | 2637352 or loycl schuliz@us.

com for pictures call Miranda 633-7172 i
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Wednesday
FN-Sports, 2 a.m.-Exireme games: Winter
X Carneb B .
(d\‘dr)" -Sports, 4 a.m.-NBA: Houston at Mias
AFN- nﬂl:.Sﬂ.m. CO\Iege basketball: Illi-
nois at Mmmgan Sta

m.-College  basketball:
Florida A M\sslssmm State.

AFN-Atlantic, 11 a.m.-Extreme games: Win-
ter x Cames ¥,

AFN-Sports, 5 p.m.-NBA: Cleveland at Or-

tando o),
AR¥sports, 3 pm-College basketball -
nmsal M\ch\ganstale d.\

Extreme  games:

Winier % Games B a1,

Thursday
AFN-Sports, 3 a.m.-NBA: Phoenix at Mem-
phis (d\d)
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.-College basketball: Cir
cinnati 4t Louisvile.
AFN llnmlq 10 a.m.-NBA: Phoenix at Min-

orts, 11 am.-College basketball:
aké Forest.

All times are Japan and Korea Standard
Time; did indicates delayed broadcast. All

listings are _subject to _change.
whww.myafninet for more information.

Pro football

NFL playoffs
Wildtan‘l Playoffs
rdan Jan.8
St Louis 77, Seatt
N.Y. Jets 20, San D\t’.Qo 17, 0;
Indianapolis 5, Der\ver %
Minnesota 31, Green Bay 17
luml P layoffs

an. 15
Pittsburgh 20.} NY Jets ot
Atiantadr, St Lous 17

an. 16
th\adclphvaﬂ ancsma 14
England 26, india
Confere champlonships

Philadelphia 27, i
w England 41 Pl(tsburghﬂ

s
jacksonville, Fla.
Philadelphia vs New England

College basketba

AP Men's Tup 25 fared
unday
1. Il\mms (21-0) d\d nol Dlﬂy Next: at No. 15
Michigan State, Tuesday

fay.
7. Dike (16-1) beat Viginia Tech 100.5.

Next: at No, 5 Wake Forest, Wedne:

ot piay. Next:

-2) did rot play. Next: vs.
Nofre Dame, Saturc

5, Wake Forest "(17%) did not play. Next:
vs, No. 2 Duke, We
Gisas (16D did not iay. Next: v, Mis-

jonday.
entucky (16-2) did not play. Next: at
Vanderbilt, Saturday.
tor\ CoHege(lE -0)did not play.Nexts
vs.vc Virginia, Tuesday.
k\ahnma Ytate (153 beat Colorado
10862 ROt vs. Kansas State, Wednesday.
10. Wasmnglon (17 3) beat Arizona State
1810, uthern California, Thurs-

sour

VL Arizona (17- 4) dd ot play. Next: vs.
California, Thurst
12, Loutsille (15- 37 g ot play. Next: vs.
No. 2L Cincinnat) Wed
Olaoma (16.5) id nokplay. Next: vs.
Texas AN, Wednestay.
T4, Alabama (173) beat Georgia 75-47.
Next: at Florida, Saturday
jan'State (14-3) did not play.
Next: vs. No, 1 llinois, Tuesday.
6. Te¥as (155) cidnot lay. Nextivs.lowa
State, Saturt
17 Gonzaga (15 9 did ot play. Next: vs
s, Calif, Thursd:

urs
Sonsin (14.4) G1d ot play. Next: vs.
Northwestern, Wednesday.
Connecticut (12-9) 105t to Notre Dame
74, Next: vs, Villanova, Wednes
P20 Pitshurgh (14:3) ot play. Next: vs.
ovi

D e (7% did not play. Next: at
N, iz Louisvll, Wedne
corala Tech (12-6)'lost Maryland

7971 Nextoys, Florida State, Wednesdy.
23. jowa (15-5) did not play. Next: vs. No. 15
Michigan State, Saturday.
34, Mississippi State (i6-5) did not play.
Next: vs. Florida, Tuesday.
oo dah A7) did nm play. Next: at
igham Young, Mon

Sunday’s men’s scores

EAST
American U. 78, Colgate 59
Nvar,or

Comell 63,

t Chester 49

%  Washinoton 52, Dayion 73

Ho\y 055 58, Lehioh 5
67, Polytechnic 56

o Rey S
NS Ts Sy Blook 63
Manhattan 69, Fairfield 61

avy 66, Bucknell 62
Niacara 5 Loy
Northeastern se Emr?hammn 59

Vashington, io. 85, Nvu 68

Alabama 75, Georgia 47
Averett 78, Chow:

Car ciman 78, Wingate 70
Centre 73, DePauw 68

Columbus St. 82, Augusta St. 72

e n 79, Sewanee 66
Va. Wesleyan no,lerlv;or & Henry 102
) 74, Akro

Miami (Ohio)
Notrs bame 76: Connecteut 74
Purdue 84, Michigan 5& __

Oklahoma St. 104, Colorado 8
St Mary's, Ca n Francisco 64
ington 75, Afizona o

AP Women’s Top 25 fared

1. buke (20-2) best N6.25 North Carolina
Statte 52-49, Next: at Miar s
U (19-1) beat Auburn 57-52. Next: at
Mvsswssmw, Thursday,
State (21 ") beat linois 69-55.
e Indiang, Gunday.
o stanmm(ls 5360 not play. Next:vs. A
zona, Thursday
" ennesses (15-3) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 19 Georgia, Monday,
6 Notre Dame (18- 3 beat No. 9 Connecti-
Ut 8550 Ne No. 14 Boston College,

5. No.

i s: 3 didnot play. Nt
‘Wednes:
& Ruigers (154 bea £ West Virginia 70-49.
Next: at No. 9 Connecticut, Thursday.
o Cnnnectlcul (135 05t o No 6 Notre
pame 0.5 Rutgers, Thurs-

15, Minnesota, (16-4) lost to No. 22 Penn

' play. Next: vs.

ines
16. Kansas State e 37 Jid not play. Next:
atNo, 7 Baylor, Wes
I Depaul 17.3) Beat South Florida 7466

2 Lousvle, Saturday.
N e Shate (163 ot play. Next:vs
Colorado, Wednesday.

19. Georg-aus ) md not play. Next: at No.
5 Tennessee, M

20. Marylan AT i no play. Next: vs.
aeoral aTech Thursday,
Fiorida State (18-3) did not play. Next:
) beat No. 10 Minneso-
fchigan, Thirsday.

iext: at Mississippi State, Thurs
24, Temple (173 beat Kavier 64-62. Nexts
at Duauesne

th Carolina State (15-5) lost to No. 1
Die 53143, NEXE VS VnGii, Thirsday:

Sunday’s women’s scores

EAST
Army 63, Lafayette 49
Brandeis 84, Chicago 76
Canisius 735t Peter's 56
jgate 67, American U. 45
D Iaware 86, James Madison 55
xel 59, George Mason 55
Baieia s, Lonola,
Fordham! esachysetts 44

euka75 poly Technic 11
Maine 8, Stony Brook 60
Maine-Farmin ngton 82 Lesiey 39
Manhattan 65, Sie
Naos oF Niara o
NYU 63, Washing Iom Mo.55
Navy 53, Bucknell 43

X Cannecllcui 59

n St.

Rutgers 70, West Jirginia 49

st. Bonaventure 82, La Salle 77, OT
Temple 64, Xavi

Var Commonwealth 75, Hofstra 69
Viest Chester 92, East Stroudsburg 54
Yeshiva 58, Barc

H
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Winter X Games
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P Aoeson Southern 4
Cal Poly-SLO 8, UCLA 3
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to Chicago for F Ante

Colitar
Mississippl-Amounced the resignation
of Charlie Camp, linebackers coach.
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Trio sparks depleted Cavs

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Time to stock
up on the ice packs, aspirin and
bandages. The Cavaliers are hurt-
ing.

Already missing star forward
LeBron James, another starter
and a top reserve, Cleveland lost
two more players to injury Sun-
day night before Drew Gooden,
Zydrunas Ilgauskas and Jeff
Mclnnis sparked a 104-87 victory
over the Milwaukee Bucks.

Gooden scored a career-high
33 points — 27 in the second half
— and Ilgauskas had 28 points
and 18 rebounds as the hobbling
Cavs survived another day with-
out James, who sat out his second
straight game with a sprained
ankle.

“Everybody knew we had to
step up with LeBron down,” said
Meclnnis, who matched a career
high with 15 assists. “We only had
like six guys available at the end.
But Z, myself and Drew weren’t
going to let us lose this game.”

Actually, the Cavs, who be-
cause of injuries dressed just nine
players, were down to seven in
the fourth quarter after Lucious
Harris (bruised chest) and Sasha
Pavlovic (right hip flexor) got
hurt. In addition to James, Cleve-
land also was without starting for-
ward Ira Newble (Achilles
sprain) and super sub Anderson
Varejao (ankle sprain).

On top of that, Cleveland rookie
Luke Jackson is likely done for
the year after undergoing back
surgery and guard Dajuan Wag-
ner has been in and out of the hos-
pital with a stomach disorder.

“It's just that time of year
where these things come about,”
Cavs coach Paul Silas said.
“Other guys have got to step up.”

Tlgauskas and Gooden took
over in the second half, scoring 42

'

Roundup

of Cleveland’s 50 points — 28 of
32 in the fourth — and adding 16
rebounds after halftime as the
Cavaliers improved to an Eastern
Conference-best 16-4 at home
and 1-1 since losing James.

James sprained his left ankle
last week against Memphis and is
still too sore to give it a try. Silas
expects to have James’ 25 points,
seven rebounds and seven assists
per outing back in Orlando.

“We needed to win this game,”
said Harris, who had nine points
in the first half. “We have to hold
the fort down until LeBron gets
back.”

Michael Redd scored 23 points
and Desmond Mason 17 for the
Bucks, who were held to a sea-
son-low 10 points in the fourth
by the Cavs, who

gimmicky trian-
gle-and-two defense in the final
period.

“We have so many guys down, T
had to come up with something,”
Silas said.

The Bucks were just 4-of-16
from the floor in the fourth quar-
ter and made six turnovers.

“This was a heartbreaking
loss,” Redd said. “We had the
lead, but only scoring 10 points in
the fourth is frustrating, especial-
ly with them not having LeBron.”

The 6-foot-10 Gooden took ad-
vantage of a mismatch against
the 6-5 Mason in the fourth quar-
ter, muscling his way inside for
easy baskets and getting to the
free throw line. Gooden, who had
just six points and one rebound in
the first half, scored 17 in the
fourth on 6-0f:9 shooting.

“Drew can put the ball in the

hoop,” said Silas. “But even bet-
ter than that, he was active re-
bounding the ball or doing what-
ever we needed. He just really
came with it.”

Lakers 101, Bobcats 90: At
Los Angeles, Caron Butler and
Chucky Atkins each scored 20
points, Chris Mihm had 16 points
and 12 rebounds, and Los Ange-
les ended its first three-game los-
ing streak of the season.

Lakers coach Rudy Tomjanov-
ich missed the game because of a
stomach virus. Assistant coach
Frank Hamblen, the only hold-
over from former coach Phil Jack-
son’s staff, guided the team. Ham-
blen’s other experience as a head
coach came in 1991-92 when he
went 23-42 with Milwaukee when
Del Harris was sidelined by stom-
ach problems.

The Lakers are 4-4 since Kobe
Bryant sprained his right ankle
Jan. 13 in a victory over Cleve-
Jand. Bryant joined his team-
mates on the bench for the first
time since his injury because it
was the first time he didn’t need
continuous therapy on the ankle.

Primoz Brezec had 15 points
and 10 rebounds for the expan-
sion Bobcats, who lost for the
17th time in 19 games and are
1-19 on the road. Rookie Emeka
Okafor hurt his left ankle with
2:34 left and ended the game on
the bench after scoring seven
points and shooting 2-for-10.

Kareem Rush, whose 21 points
Saturday night against Toronto
helped the Bobcats end a sea-
son-worst 10-game losing streak,
scored 13 against the Lakers. It
was his first game against his
former team since being traded
to Charlotte on Dec. 6.

Brevin Knight came off the
bench for the first time in 30
games with the Bobcats and had
eight points and five assists in 23

Cleveland Cavaliers’ Drew Gooden (90) shoots over Milwaukee Bucks’
Dan Gadzuric, left, and Mike James (13) in the second quarter Sunday.

minutes, after missing the previ-
ous five games because of a
sprained left ankle.

Suns 123, Raptors 105: At
Toronto, Amare Stoudemire
scored 19 of his 27 points in the
third quarter and the Suns won
their fifth straight.

Phoenix outscored Toronto
46-26 in the third quarter, the
most points the Raptors have al-
lowed in any quarter in their
10-year history.

Shawn Marion added 21 points
and 17 rebounds for the Suns,
who went 4-0 on their four-game
road trip. Steve Nash had 19
points and 12 assists as all five
Phoenix starters scored at least
17 points.

Chris Bosh tied a career high
with 27 points for the Raptors,
who have lost three straight.
Jalen Rose added 21 points. Tor-
onto suspended point guard
Rafer Alston for two games earli-
er in the day for his conduct at
practice a day before.
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Competition down under hodes well for game

Talented field
hints at rivalries
tennis thrives on

BY PAUL ALEXANDER
The Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia —
Marat Safin kept Russia’s Grand
Slam streak intact.

Safin won the Australian Open
in the first night final on Sunday,
beating home favorite Lleyton
Hewitt and continuing what three
of his female compatriots started
by winning the last three Grand
Slam events of 2004.

After losing two of the last
three finals at Melbourne Park,
Safin defeated Hewitt 1-6, 6-3,
6-4, 6-4, but struggled through a
subpar start. A Russian man or

man has won each of the last
four Grand Slam events, with
Safin joining Maria Sharapova
(Wimbledon), Anastasia Myskina
(French Open) and Svetlana Kuz-
netsova (U.S. Open).

“The first set, you really
couldn’t call it tennis,” the
fourth-seeded Safin said. “I
couldn’t serve. I couldn’t run. I
didn’t believe I could play that
badly.”

But by the end, Safin was back
at the top of his game, an effort
that embodied his comeback
from injuries that dropped the
former world No. 1 and 2000 U.S.
Open champion to 86th just over
ayear ago.

“It’s psychological — you start
to have doubls like really I could
do this or not,” said Safin, a play-
er known for his racket-busting
outbursts. “It's the third time, you
get S0 nervous, so uptight.

“I don’t want to lose it,” he
added. “Nobody cares about the
(losing) finalist — so it was just a
kind of a relief.”

Safin made a single, jubilant
fist pump after Hewitt hit a fore-
hand out on match point, and said
the victory wouldn’t really sink in
until he was back in his hotel
room with the trophy.

Now Safin can look to the fu-

AP

Russia’s Marat Safin holds his Australian Open trophy in St Kilda, Aus-
tralia, Monday. Safin defeated Australia’s Lleyton Hewitt in the final.

ture, knowing he has proven that
his critics — those who ques-
tioned whether he would win an-
other major — didn’t know what
they were talking about.

Just as important, he proved to
himself, and the rest of the world,
that top-ranked Roger Federer is
beatable after ending his
26-match winning streak in the
semifinals.

“Once you beat him, and then
you beat Lleyton, you get so much
confidence in yourself that you re-
ally can play great, you can win
big titles and you can beat huge
players in the finals and semifi-
nals,” Safin said.

It’s the same feeling Serena Wil-
liams has after winning the wom-
en’s title Saturday, silencing the
people who said she and sister
Venus were slipping.

In winning her seventh Grand
Slam title, but first in 18 months,
Williams put her distinctive
stamp back on the women’s
game, defeating the fourth-, sec-
ond- and top-seeded players in
her last three matches.

Williams’ three-set victory over
Sharapova in the semifinals also
avenged her loss in the Wimble-
don final last year and set the
stage for a new rivalry in wom-

Serena Williams, left, and compatriot Lindsay Davenport hug after their
women's final match at the Australian Open on Saturday.

en’s tennis. Williams will rise to
No. 2 in the new rankings and al-
ready has her sights set on the
French Open — and the top spot.

Sharapova’s title was bracket-
ed by Myskina's French Open
title and Kuznetsova’s U.S. Open
championship. With five winners
in the last five Grand Slams, the
variety at the top of the women’s
game bodes well for the future, es-
pecially after 2004 Australian
Open winner Justine Henin-Hard-
enne and runner-up Kim Clijsters
come back from injuries.

Hewitt, who put in months of
preparation in his effort to be-
come the first Australian man to
win the Open since Mark Ed-
mondson on the grass courts of
Kooyong in 1976, was downcast
after losing to Safin.

“I'm human and I'm disappoint-
ed — to come that close, train so
hard to put yourself in a position
— it's hard to take at the mo-
ment,” said Hewitt, who will re-
place Andy Roddick at No. 2 in
the rankings.

Hewitt had reasons to feel
good. Shortly after his loss, he pro-
posed to his girlfriend, actress
Rebecca Cartwright. A statement

released by the couple said he
gave Cartwright an engagement
ring within hours after the match.

Other Australians had pretty
good tournaments, too.

Scott Draper and Samantha Sto-
sur, a wild-card pair playing to-
gether for the first time, won the
mixed doubles earlier Sunday, de-
feating Kevin Ullyett of Zimba-
bwe and Liezel Huber of South Af-
rica 6-2, 2-6, 7-6 (6). Stosur was
scheduled to play with another
player, who withdrew on the day
before the tournament.

Draper, also a professional golf-
er, had to juggle sports over the
past four days, playing in his first
pro golf event Friday morning
and winning his mixed doubles
semifinal on Friday afternoon.
He missed the cut in the Victoria
Open. The last round finished
Sunday — as the mixed doubles
final was being played.

Australia’s Alicia Molik, who
lost to Lindsay Davenport in the
singles semifinals with a question-
able call playing a key role,
teamed wlth Kuznetsova to win
the women’s doubles by beating
Davenport and Corina Morariu,
back on the circuit after being di’
agnosed with leukemia 32 years
ago.

Pistons’ Brown denies reports of interest in coaching Knicks

The Associated Press

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. —
Larry Brown wants to remain
with the Detroit Pistons through
the end of his coaching career,
the Detroit Free Press reported
Monday.

Speculation that Brown was
thinking about leaving the Pis-
tons at the end of the season and
taking over the New York Knicks
began Friday, when he was quot-
ed in a New York newspaper as
saying that the Knicks' job was
one he had “dreamed about many
times.”

But Brown said there was more
to it than that.

“I told him what I'm telling
you,” Brown told the Free Press.

“Did I say it was my dream job?
Yes, I told him it once was. But

Briefs

they passed me over twice. I
grew up in New York. I talked to
the guy about that. I talked to him
about Red Holzman. ... 've never
been smart enough to say no com-
ment.’”

The Hall of Fame coach, who
has three-plus years left on his
$25 million, five-year contract, de-
clined comment at Sunday’s prac-
tice, but told the Free Press that
coaching the Knicks is not in his
future.

“Even if they offer me the job
at the end of this season, I am not
going to go coach the Knicks,”
Brown said.

The Pistons are 26-18 and sec-
ond in the Central Division, a
half-game behind Cleveland.

“I told the guy I'm going to
coach in Detroit and this is going
to be my last coaching job,”
Brown said. “My statement to
him was I'm not coaching any-
where else, this is my last coach-
ing job. My goal is to finish here
and hang with my family.”

McMillan away indefinitely

SEATTLE — Seattle SuperSon-
ics coach Nate McMillan will be
away from the team indefinitely
after the death of his mother,
team officials said.

Associate head coach Dwane
Casey will coach the team in Mec-
Millan’s absence.

McMillan missed practice Sun-
day to fly to his mother’s home in

Raleigh, N.C. Jeanette Tyson, 62,
died Sunday.

It is the second time this month
McMillan has left the team to
deal with family issues. On Jan.
13, McMillan missed a game
against the Los Angeles Clippers
to attend the funeral of an aunt.

Seattle hosts San Antonio on
Monday night and is at Sacramen-
to on Tuesday.

Okafor out with ankle sprain

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Char-
lotte Bobcats rookie Emeka Okaf-
or will miss Tuesday’s game at
Utah after spraining his ankle
Sunday against the Los Angeles
Lakers.

Okafor injured his left ankle
while battling for a pass with 2:34
remaining in the Bobcats’ 101-90
loss to the Lakers.

The second overall pick in the
NBA draft has played all 41
games of his rookie season, aver-
aging 14.9 points and 11.1 re-
bounds.

Arroyo has surgery on nose

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. — De-
troit Pistons guard Carlos Arroyo
had surgery on his broken nose
Monday and is doubtful for the
next two games.

Arroyo broke his nose during a
victory over New York on Satur-
day night, when he was acciden-
tally hit in the face by the Knicks’
Trevor Ariza.

After likely missing games
Tuesday at Washington and
Wednesday against Atlanta, he
will be re-evaluated for Satur-
day’s game at New Jersey. The re-
serve will have to wear a protec-
tive mask when he returns.
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Cowboys’ guard tandem
puts on a show in debut

The Associated Press

BOULDER, Colo. — John Lucas and Jame-
sOn Curry had a successful debut as Oklaho-
ma State’s starting backcourt.

Lucas, the veteran who led the Cowboys to
the Final Four last season, and star freshman
Curry started together for the first time this
season and paced Oklahoma State to a 104-86
victory, its first at Colorado in almost nine
years.

It was the ninth-ranked Cowboys’ highest
output since getting 108 against Oklahoma in
198

“When your starting guards have 48 points,
12 assists and only one turn-
over, you're not going to lose
very many games,” Oklaho-
ma State coach Eddie Sut-
ton said.

Lucas had 26 points and

Curry, starting in place of
Daniel Bobik, had 17 of his season- -high 22 in
the second half.

“I had six steals and no turnovers, that’s all
that matters,” Curry sai

The last time Oklahoma State (15-3, 5-2 Big
12) won in Boulder was Feb. 24, 1996.

Curry was 6-for-8 from three-point range
and provided some strong defense in the sec-
ond half on Colorado freshman Richard Roby.
Roby had 12 points on 4-for-4 shooting on
threes in the first half. He finished with 14
points.

“They eliminated my touches in the second
half,” Roby said. “I thought they had two or
three different guys guarding me in the first
half. They went o one guy in the second half.”

Andy Osborn and Chris Copeland each
scored 19 points to lead the Buffaloes (10-8,
2-5), who were outrebounded 36-23. The Cow-
boys were 13-for-21 on three-pointers, while
Colorado was a school-record 17-for-29.

“It turned into a gunning game and we got
outgunned,” Roby said. “They shot 60 percent
and you won’t beat anybody allowing 60 per-
cent shooting.”

No. 14 Alabama 75, Georgia 47: At Tusca-
loosa, Ala., Kennedy Winston scored 18 points
and Alabama capitalized on its suffocating de-
fense to beat Georgia.

The game was originally scheduled for Sat-
urday night, but the Bulidogs were delayed
getting to Tuscaloosa because of icy weather
in Georgia.

Men’s
Top 25

roundup

Alabama (17-3, 6-1 Southeastern Confer-
ence) held Georgia to 31 percent shooting
from the field, the eighth time this season the
Crimson Tide have held an opponent under 40
percent.

Younes Idrissi had 14 points for Georgia
(7-10,1-6).

Winston scored Alabama’s first eight points
as the Crimson Tide went up 10-2 on the way
to a 36-17 halftime lead. Alabama stretched
its lead to 62-23 with 7:53 left despite playing
reserves for most of the second half.

Georgia went more than eight minutes in
the second half without scoring and Alabama
outscored the Bulldogs 21-2 in the first 10 min-
utes after halftime.

labama won easily despite committing a
season-high 26 turnovers, while the Bulldogs
turned the ball over 24 times.

Six Georgia players fouled out of the game,
including all five starters. Alabama took 42
free throws to 16 for Georgi:

Jermario Davidson had 10 rebounds in 23
minutes, his third straight game with at least
10 rebounds.

Chuck Davis and Earnest Shelton each
scored 11 points for Alabama.

Alabama had a season-high 15 steals, four
by Shelton.

Maryland 79, No. 22 Georgia Tech 71: At
College Park, Md., Nik Caner-Medley scored
19 points and Chris McCray had 16, leading a
balanced attack that carried rejuvenated
Maryland past Georgia Tech.

The Terrapins let a 10-point halftime lead
dwindle to three before pulling away to their
second victory over a ranked opponent in a
five-day span. Maryland lost three of five be-
fore upsetting then-No. 2 Duke 75-66 on the
road last Wednesday.

John Gilchrist scored 15 points, Ekene Ibek-
we had 14 and Travis Garrison grabbed a ca-
reer-high 15 rebounds for the Terrapins (13-5,
4-3 Atlantic Coast Conference), who have won
10 of their last 11 home games against Geor-
gia Tech (12-6, 3-4).

Isma’il Muhammad led the Yellow Jackets
with 15 points and Luke Schenscher had 12.
Georgia Tech, which was seeking to ona
102-101 overtime victory over then-No. §
Wake Forest on Thursday, instead lost for the
fourth time in five games and fell to 0-3 on the
road in the ACC.

Georgia Tech went 5:46 without scoring
after cutting the deficit to three with nine min-
utes to play.

Maryland’s John Gilchrist, right, blocks a shot
attempt by Georgia Tech’s Jarrett Jack during
the second half of Sunday’s game at College
Park, Md. Maryland beat Georgia Tech 79-71.

[llini sweep
the ballots
in AP poll

The Associated Press

Tllinois was No. 1 in The Associ-
ated Press college basketball poll
for the ninth straight week Mon-
day, and for the first time the I1li-
ni were a unanimous choice.

An impressive victory at Wis-
consin and a home defeat of Min-
nesota kept the Illini (21-0) un-
beaten. Unlike last week, when
they received all but one
first-place votes from the national
media panel, the Illini were No. 1
on all 72 ballots.

Tllinois is the first unanimous
No. 1 since Duke did it for nine
polls in a 10-week span in
2001-02. The Illini’s nine-week
run at No. 1 is the longest since
Connecticut was there for 10
weeks in 1998-99.

Boston College (18-0), the other
unbeaten team in Division I,
jumped from eighth to No. 5, the
highest ranking in school history.

Maryland and Villanova moved
into the rankings. Maryland had
been out of the Top 25 for three
weeks and Villanova is in for the
first time since 1996-97.

jorth Carolina moved up one
spot to second, while Kansas,
which bounced back from its first
loss of the season with victories
over Baylor and Texas, jumped
from sixth to No. 3.

Duke, which received the one
No. 1 vote that Illinois didn’t get
last week, fell from the ranks of
the unbeaten with a loss to Mary-

d and dropped from second to
fourth.

Following Boston College was
Kentucky, Wake Forest, Syra-
cuse, Louisville and Oklahoma
State.

Alabama jumped from 14th to
No. 11 and was followed by Michi-
gan State, Washington, and Okla-
homa and Arizona, which tied for
14th. Pittsburgh, Gonzaga, Cincin-
nati, Wisconsin and Texas round-
ed out the top 20.

The last five ranked teams
were Utah, Maryland, Connecti-
cut, Villanova and Georgia Tech.

Redick’s misses big news as Duke routs Hokies

BY KEITH PARSONS
The Associated Press

DURHAM, N.C. — Jeff King
stood outside Virginia Tech’s lock-
er room and tried to make sense
of the pounding he and his team-
mates received at Duke.

The Hokies forward, who's also
a tight end on the football team,
had various bumps and bruises,
and a cut over his right eye. He
joked about being hit harder in
this game than he had been all
season while the Hokies won the
Atlantic Coast Conference foot-
ball title.

“But we expected it,” King
said. “We came down here know-
ing it was going to be a dogfight.
We'll see them in a couple of
weeks at home.”

Shelden Williams had 21 points
and 11 rebounds by halftime and

J.J. Redick scored 29 points de-
spite a shaky performance at the
free-throw line, helping the sec-
ond-ranked Blue Devils bury Vir-
ginia Tech 100-65 on Sunday
night.

Williams finished ~with 25
points and 17 rebounds for Duke
(16-1, 6-1 ACC), which bounced
back from a home loss earlier in
the week to Maryland. Daniel
Ewing added 17 points.

“We wanted to come out and
make a statement,” Williams
said. “We knew they were going
to be a scrappy team, so we want-
ed to throw the first punch, so to
speak.”

Virginia Tech (11-7, 4-3) fell to
0-8 at Cameron and played the
final 4:39 without coach Seth
Greenburg, who was issued his
second technical foul and headed
to the locker room.

“I feel bad for my daughters
and my wife, because, obviously,
I embarrassed them and that’s
not something I want to happen,”
Greenburg said. “I did not use
profanity — until T was tossed.”

Zabian Dowdell had 15 points
to lead the Hokies, who finished
with 34 fouls, seven off the ACC
record set in 1998 by Clemson
against North Carolina. The Blue
Devils shot 49 free throws — 35
in the first half — to Tech’s 23.

“I guess we foul a lot,” Green-
burg said. “Our guys tried to play
as hard as humanly possible, and
we're just going to continue to
work hard and try to establish a
foundation for our program.”

Perhaps tuning up for his
matchup with Wake Forest’s Eric
Williams on Wednesday, the
Duke center swished a turn-
around jumper about 20 seconds

into the game and had five oppor-
tunities for three-point plays in
the opening 20 minutes. He fin-
ished 9-for-13 from the field.

“He’s a monster under the bas-
ket,” Virginia Tech forward
Deron Washington said. “He’s too
strong.”

With so many stoppages for
free throws, even the Cameron
Crazies appeared to get bored
with the pace of play, chanting
“Please stop fouling!” on several
occasions. At one point, the Blue
Devils shot free throws on four
straight possessions.

“T think it was too physical,”
Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski
said. “It shouldn’t be that physi-
cal, but for both teams. I'm not
blaming them. It was both sides.”

Redick might have been affect-
ed, too. For the first time in his ca-
reer, he missed more than one

free throw in a game, hitting only
seven of 10. He had missed only
20 of his previous 354. He’s made
96 of 103 (93 percent) this season.

“I had no idea what was going
on,” Redick said. “I missed every
one the same way. It was like 1
was dreaming.”

The Blue Devils held Virginia
Tech_without a basket for the
final 5:35 of the first half and com-
pleted a 17-2 run on Redick’s
three-pointer just before the buzz-
er to lead 56-31. The Hokies got
within 16 early in the second h:
before Ewing and Redick com-
bined to make four consecutive
three-pointers, and the final 10
minutes was nothing more than
garbage time.

“We're going to have to play
this hard just to have an opportu-
nity to win any game we play,”
Krzyzewski said. “We've always
known that. We're a good team
Jjust trying to get better.”
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Leonard overtakes
faltering Ogilvie

First victory in almost two years
bodes well for upcoming season

BY KEN PETERS
The Associated Press

LA QUINTA, Calif. — Justin Le-
onard felt he was in a rut, stuck
on No. 8. After almost two years,
he finally won No. 9.

“Ienjoy taking pressure off my-
self, because I'm usually a little
more relaxed and have a little
more fun,” Leonard said Sunday
after ending his long victory
slump with a victory in the Bob
Hope Chrysler Classic.

“T've been sitting on eight wins
for almost two years, and it's nice
to get a ninth.”

He came from three shots back
to pass faltering front-runner Joe
Ogilvie on the third hole on the
way to a Sunder 67 and
three-shot victory over Ogilvie
and Tim Clark.

Leonard, the 1997 British Open
winner, oertamly would like to fol-
low in the footsteps of the previ-
ous two Hope champions.

Last year’s winner, Phil Mickel-
son, used the Hope as an early
springboard to win the Masters,
his first major title. Mike Weir,
the 2003 Hope winner, went on to
don the green jacket at Augusta
that year.

“I"would say it’s just coinci-
dence, but look at the two guys
who won this tournament the pre-
vious two years,” Leonard said.

“Two pretty good players that
probably set up pretty well for Au-

it

gusta.
“I love playing Augusta. I'm
looking very much forward to it.”

He grinned and added, “T cer-
tainly hope to keep that streak
alive. I may write that in my yard-
age book to give me a little boost
of confidence.”

Leonard finished the 90-hole
Hope at 28-under 332 to end a
winless string that stretched to
the 2003 Honda Classic.

Ogilvie, in his sixth year on the
tour and still looking for his first
title, had a closing 73. Clark, who
won the South African Open in
his native country a week earlier,
shot a 69.

Commg off his worst year since
joining the tour full-time in 1995,
Leonard rolled in six birdie putts
and had just one bogey in the
final round at PGA West's Palmer
Course.

Ogilvie opened the day with a
two-shot lead over Peter Lonard
of Australia, with Leonard anoth-
er shot back in third.

Ogilvie was in a five-way tie for
the lead after the first round, then
was alone at the top the next
three days.

Leonard moved in front quickly
during the final round, with bird-
ies on the first two holes and a par
on the third while Ogilvie bo-
geyed two of the first three holes.
Leonard built the lead to four
shots over Ogilvie and Clark with
a birdie on No. 10, had another
birdie at No. 11 and then parred
out.

“The rain dance didn’t work,”
Ogilvie said jokingly. “I was try-

Justin Leonard, right, celebrates with his caddie, Brent Everson, after

wi

ing for a rainout today, but that
didn’t happen.

“[ certainly didn’t play the way
Twould have liked today, but I got
a pretty good front-row seat for a
great round of golf by Leonard].”

’s performance was im-
pressive considering he had an ar-
duous trip to California, and had
never so much as seen any of the
four courses used for the Hope.

After winning in South Africa
the previous Sunday, he hopped
on a plane and spent some S0
hours traveling — and waiting be-
tween connections — on his way
to the five-day Hope.

inning the Bob Hope Chrysler Classic on Sunday, his ninth career win.

“Coming here so far, such a
travel, I didn’t expect much of a
week,” said Clark, who earned
$413,600 [to Leonard’s $846, ,000]
for his trouble.

The week was a blur to him.

“I can’t even remember my
[final] round, to be honest,” Clark
said. “I couldn’t even tell you
what I did on 3. I don’t even re-
member what 3 looks like.”

Leonard dropped to 42nd on
the earnings list last year with
$1.5 million, and failed to win a
title for only the second time
since 1996. He didn’t qualify for
the Tour Championship for the
first time since turning pro.

Irwin wins record fifth straight Turtle Bay

BY JAYMES SONG
The Associated Press

KAHUKU, Hawaii — The Turtle Bay Cham-
pionship has become the Hale Irwin Invita-
tional.

Irwin became the first player to win a men’s
professional tour event five straight times Sun-
day, easily holding off Dana Quigley by five
strokes.

“It’s always good to be a part of history and
1 think this is a very proud moment,” said the
59-year-old Irwin, who closed with a 5-under
67 for a record 16-under 200 total.

With his fourth straight win at Turtle Bay
and sixth overall title in the event, Irwin
pushed his Champions Tour-record victory
total to 41.

The three-time U.S. Open champion had
shared the mark of four straight victories in
an event with Tiger Woods (Bay Hill Invita-
tional, 2000-03), Gene Sarazen (Miami Open,
1926, 1928-30), Walter Hagen (PGA Champi-
onship, 1924-27) and Tom Morris Jr. (British
Open, 1868-70, 1872).

‘With the trade wind kicking in, Irwin mas-
terfully controlled the Turtle Bay Resort’s
balmy, oceanside Palmer Course, breaking
his own tournament mark of 11-under 205 set
in 2001. He earned $225,000.

He dressed in a red shirt, blue slacks and a
white cap in support of U.S. troops in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Irwin said his final round game plan was to

Hale Irwin holds the trophy after winning the
Turtle Bay Championship the fifth straight time.

get off to a fast start and hit all the fairways
and greens.

Mission accomplished. He hit all his greens
in regulation and overshot just one fairway on
No. 17.

“Hale was just on another planet,” Quigley
said. “He was in a different world. No one coul-
d've beaten him today.”

The Hall of Famer, coming off a third-place
tie last week in the season-opening Master-
Card Championship on the Big Island, has
won eight official events in the islands dating
to the PGA Tour’s 1981 Hawaiian Open, earn-
ing nearly $3.9 million.

“I can’t tell you how lucky I am with a third
last week and a first this week because I
didn’t do anything for six weeks,” he said.

His time away from golf never showed.

Irwin took away any suspense early, card-
ing five birdies on the front nine to make the
turn at 31 and take a commanding six-stroke
lead, leaving the rest of the field fighting for
second place.

“Two of the three days, I got off to a very
quick start,” Irwin said. “It sets the tempo for
the rest of the day and you feel like you don’t
have to peddle quite so hard to keep up with
the pack because you're ahead of the pack.

“Then it's a matter of trying to keep your
focus and not get yourself into situations
where you blindside yourself.”

Quigley, the MasterCard winner, shot a 69
and took home $132,000 to push his two-week
winnings to $404,000.

“Finishing 1-2 in the first two weeks is be-
yond what I expected,” he said.

rwin, who began his streak with a victory
at Kaanapali in 2000, played nearly flawless
in the 54-hole event. He began the day with a
two-stroke lead over Allen Doyle and shared
the lead with three others after the opening
round.

Irwin continued his torrid run on the back
side by holing a long birdie putt on the
416-yard 10th to reach 17 under. The putt
curled left to right and paused at the edge of
the cup for a split second and dropped in.

The gallery cheered wildly as Irwin ex-
haled deeply and raised his right arm.

Gatti set

to challenge
undefeated
Mayweather

BY JOHN CURRAN
The Associated Press

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. — Ar-
turo Gatti was feeling doubly
blessed after vanquishing “Jesse”
James Leija.

“I'won the fight and didn’t have
0 go to the hospital. That’s a big
plus for me,” said Gatti, who put
another notch in his WBC
140-pound belt with a convincing
fifth-round knockout over Leija
on Saturday.

Next up is unbeaten challenger
Floyd Mayweather Jr., who will
almost certainly put up a better
fight.

Quick and crafty, Mayweather
will square off with the brawling
Gatti in a June 11 pay-per-view
show in Boardwalk Hall, the site
of Gatti’s triumph over Leija.

Gatti, who made $2 million for
the second defense of his WBC
title to Leija’s $700,000 on Satur-
day, was unfazed when May-
weather didn’t show for a
post-fight news conference an-
nouncing their fight.

“He’s not the one that’s going to
sell tickets anyway,” said Gatti,
32 of Jersey City. “That's the

Indeed it's Gatti — box-office
gold in Atlantic City in recent
years — who consistently puts
people in the seats at Boardwalk
Hall.

His past five fights there have
all drawn 11,000 or more, includ-
ing a sellout crowd of 12,599 on
Saturday night.

Mayweather (33-0), a former
WBC super featherweight and
lightweight champion, has moved
up to the 140-pound weight class
and is looking for his first title in

In his last outing, he stopped
Henry Bruseles in the eighth
round on Jan. 23 in Miami.

Leija, who at 38 is nine years
older than Mayweather and six
older than Gatti, couldn’t handle
Gatti despite a fight plan cen-
tered on drawing Gatti into the
kind of toe-to-toe fight he often

wages.

Gatti kept his distance in the
early rounds, wary of any surpris-
es by Leija, who said before the
fight he hoped to use Gatti’s ag-
gressiveness against him.

“He’s crafty and I expected the
way to beat him was to use the
jab,” Gatti said. “I stayed on the
outside because of his experi-
ence. I wanted to stay on the out-
side. Once I started landing the
right hand, that made the differ-
ence.”

In the fifth, he knocked Leija
down with a hard right to the
head that was the beginning of
the end. Dazed, Leija (47-7-2)
took a 9-count, barely getting to
his feet before referee Earl
Brown could count him out.

Gatti finished him with a left
hand to the ear. Leija got to his
knees but Brown counted him out
at 1:48 of the fifth, depriving the
crowd of one of the gory,
down-to-the-wire brawls they usu-
ally get from Gatti.
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Kildow’s back
bruised after
training crash

Two women injured;
Miller uniform DQ’d

BY ERICA BULMAN
The Associated Press

SANTA CATERINA VALFURVA, Italy —
American sk star Lindsey Kildow escaped se-
rious injury Monday when she crashed into
several photographers during downhill train-
ing in the Alpine World Ski Championships.

Kildow bruised her back and wrist but
planned to take part in training runs Tuesday
and Wednesday in advance of Sunday’s down-
hill.

“I'm lucky,” Kildow said. “I'm not badly in-
jured. I just banged myself up a little bit. P've
‘got a nice bruise on my back. I broke my pole
and it hurts on my hand right where the grip
goes. But I'll be going at ’'em tomorrow.”

Two other skiers were injured during the
first women's training session. Germany’s Isa-
belle Huber tore a ligament in her right knee,
ending her season, and Russia’s Alena Kasako-
vainjured her left knee and was taken to a hos-
pital for tests.

This has been a rough week for Kildow,
who was a favorite for Sunday’s super giant
slalom but finished ninth after making several
mistakes.

On Monday, she crashed after coming off a
roll going into the steeps, rotating in the air
and landing backward. She fell spread eagle
on her back, then spun on the ground several
times as she sped down the course and plowed
into the photographers.

“It was kind of scary,” Kildow said. “I guess
1 ran into some people but I don’t remember
that.”

Austria’s Michaela Dorfmeister was fastest
in training in 1 minute, 4241 seconds, fol-
lowed by Germany’s Hilde Gerg (1:43.31) and
Italy’s Isolde Kostner (1:43.42). The top Amer-
ican was Caroline Lalive, sixth in 1:43.95.

The three injured women were hurt on one
of the most challenging sections of the course
named for former Italian Olympic star Debo-
rah Compagnoni. Skiers turn left before jump-
ing and changing direction in the air to make
the next corner upon landing.

AP

American Lindsey Kildow loses her balance prior to crashing in Monday’s downhill training ses-
sion in the Alpine World Ski Championships at Santa Caterina Valfurva, Italy. Kildow, among the
favorites for Saturday’s race, was battered and had a back bruise but was otherwise unhurt.

Meanwhile, across the valley at Bormio,
World Cup overall leader Bode Miller began
his bid for a second gold medal by placing
third in the opening men’s downhill training
session.

Miller’s time was later disqualified because
of an equipment violation. Miller, who came
to the World Cup as a slalom and giant slalom
specialist before branching out into the speed
events last season, often wears a giant slalom
suit during downhill training because the
added protection built into the arms protects
him when he hits a downhill gate. The disqual-
ification carries no penalty other than to re-
move Miller’s time from the scoesheet.

Olympic downhill champion Fritz Strobl
was fastest on Monday, but that was only the

first step in the cutthroat competition among
the powerful Austrians for a spot in the cham-
pionships’ premier race on Saturday.

Teams in world championship and Olympic
competition are limited to four starters, which
usually means Austria must leave off racers
who rank among the world’s best.

In this case, a victim could be four-time
‘World Cup overall and multi Olympic champi-
on Hermann Maier. He, Strobl, Werner Franz
and Christoph Gruber are contending for
three spots, with times in training sessions
Tuesday to be a determining factor.

Johann Grugger, who has won two World
Cup downhills this season, has already
clinched one of Austria’s spots, and Michael
‘Walchhofer has an automatic fifth berth as de-
fending champion.

Misplaced

gold medal
1s returned
to Miller

The Associated Press

BORMIO, Italy — Only
hours after winning the
super-G gold medal, American
Bode Miller lost it.

e 27-year-old American
skier discovered the medal
‘was missing after celebrating
his Alpine World Ski Champi-
onships victory at the U.S.A.
House, quarters the American
team is using for recreation
and publicity events.

“The medal was in Bode’s
jacket and his jacket disap-
peared,” U.S. men’s head
speed coach John McBride
said. “Someone eventually re-
turned the medal to the bar-
tender. A team member then
retrieved it. But the jacket is
gone.”

It isn’t the first time Miller
has lost a medal.

He also lost his gold medal
from the combined event in
the 2003 worlds in St. Moritz,
Switzerland. He'd been using
the medal to anchor a faulty toi-
let seat in his apartment in
Patsch, Austria.

“It was holding up our toilet
seat for a little while because
it's one of those seats that
keeps falling down,” Miller re-
called.

“So we taped it to the top
and flopped it over like a
weight so it was holding the toi-
let seat. I just dom’t know
where it went after that.”

“It doesn’t surprise me,”
McBride said. “He doesn’t
care about material stuff too
‘much. He doesn't go home and
hold his trophies and cherish
them.

“Rather, he cherishes the
feeling of the day he won
them.”

Bonds to miss most of spring training to rehab knee

The Associated Press

record with a 4.24 ERA over 11

SAN FRANCISCO — Barry
Bonds is expected to miss much
of spring training following minor
arthroscopic surgery Monday on
his right knee.

The seven-time NL MVP had a

“minor arthritis cleanup,” the
San Francisco Giants said in a
statement. Dr. Arthur Ting also
repaired a small tear in Bonds’
meniscus.

Bonds, who had a similar sur-
gery on his left knee in October,
will begin six weeks of rehabilita-
tion Tuesday, and the Giants ex-
pect him to return to full strength
by Opening Day.

Trainer Stan Conte didn’t im-
mediately return a phone call
seeking comment.

Bonds, 40, has 703 career hom-
ers, behind only Hank Aaron
(755) and Babe Ruth (714).

Sports briefs

Neagle grievance vs. Rockies
scheduled for April

NEW YORK — Denny Neagle’s
grievance against the Colorado
Rockies to overturn the team’s ter-
mination of his contract will be
heard on April 14-15 by baseball
arbitrator Shyam Das.

Colorado terminated the pitch-
er’s contract on Dec. 6, three days
after he was issued a citation for
solicitation. Neagle pleaded inno-
cent last week to the charge,
which stems from an allegation
that he offered a woman $40 for
sex.

Neagle, who has not pitched in
a game since July 2003 because

of injuries, agreed in December
2000 to a $51 million, five-year
contract that called for him to be
paid $10 million this year. In addi-
tion, the deal contains a $12.5 mil-
lion team option for 2006 with a
$9 million buyout, meaning he
would be owed $19 million by the
Rockies if Das rules in his favor.

In terminating Neagle’s deal,
Colorado cited the provision in
the uniform player contract that
states the team can end the agree-
ment if the player shall “fail,
refuse or neglect to conform his
personal conduct to the standards
of good cmzenshlp and good
sportsmanship.”

The Major League Baseball
Players Association filed a griev-
ance against the termination on
Dec. 14.

Neagle, 36, has a 124-92 career

seasons, going 19-23 with a 5.57
ERA for the Rockies. The
lef-hander has had elbow liga-
ment and shoulder operations
since he last pitched.

Coley Wallace, boxer
and actor, dead at 77

NEW YORK — Coley Wauace,
who knocked out Rocky M:
ciano in an amateur bout and pnrr
trayed Joe Louis in two movies,
has died. He was 77.

York Golden Gloves tournament.
It is believed that the defeat was
the only loss ever for Marciano,
who went on to win the heavy-
‘weight championship and was un-
beaten in 49 fights.

Wallace is best known for twice
portraying Joe Louis on film,
once in “The Joe Louis Story” in
1953 and again in Martin Scors-
ese’s “Raging Bull” in 1980.

Athens, Berlin, Moscow
apply for swim worlds
LAUSANNE, Switzerland —
0

Wallace died in a
hospital Sunday of heart failure,
his lawyer and friend, Raymond
Sussman, said Sunday.

Wallace had a record of 20-7 in
six years as a professional, but his
most memorable moment came
as an amateur in 1948, when he
defeated Marciano in the New

vern-
ing body expects to know by Feb.
15 if the world championships
will be held in Athens, Berlin or
Moscow.

FINA confirmed Monday that
the three cities have officially ap-
plied to stage the July 17-31 meet,
which was moved from Montreal
because of budget problems.
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Philadelphia Eagles receiver Terrell Owens makes a running catch
during the team’s first workout in Jacksonville, Fla., Monday.

Owens practices
for possible return

BY ROB MAADDI
The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Ter-
rell Owens practiced Monday for
the first time since injuring his
ankle last month, moving closer
toward possibly returning for the
Super Bowl.

The Philadelphia Eagles’
All-Pro receiver took part in less
than one-third of the team’s 30
plays, getting a pass each time he
ran a route. Just last week, Dr.
Mark Myerson, the surgeon who
operated on Owens’ right ankle in
December, said he would not
clear him to suit up against the
New England Patriots on Sunday.

“We limited what he did and he
did it well and he did it with the
team,” Eagles coach Andy Reid.
“He moved around pretty well.
We'll see how he continues, see
how he feels tomorrow and the
rest of the week.”

In his first season with the Ea-
gles after eight years in San Fran-
cisco, Owens led Philadelphia
with 77 (,alchea for 1,200 yards
and 14 TD:

Myersnn inserted two screws
in Owens’ ankle and a plate on the
outside of the ankle three days
after he was injured against Dal-
las on Dec. 19. Owens was told

after surgery that he had only an
outside chance of returning for
the Super Bowl, which was 6Y2
weeks away at the time. But he re-
habbed vigorously, hoping to help
Philadelphia win its first NFL
championship since 1960.

The final decision on Owens’
status will come down to the play-
er, Reid and the team’s medical
staff.

“Could the same injury occur?
Yes,” Reid said. “But he won't
damage it any further than he al-
ready has.

Owens wasn'[ available for com-
ment. He’s supposed to take part
in Tuesday’s interview sessions.

“He looked pretty smooth out
there,” tight end L.J. Smith said.
“He’s not trying to push it. He’s
getting his timing down and he
caught a couple balls.”

The injury to Owens was a dev-
astating blow for a team that dom-
inated the NFC and clinched the
No. 1 seed in the conference after
just 14 games. Owens invigorated
the Eagles with his attitude, en-
thusiasm and stellar perfor-
mance, adding a swagger to a
team that desperately needed a
personality.

With him, the offense was ex-
tremely potent, averaging 25.4
points in 14 games.

BY RON WORD
The Associated Press
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — After

more than four years of planning,
Jacksonville is ready for its time

on the Super Bowl stage.
Owners_of temporary stores
are loading shelves for a

one-week sales season, security is
getting tighter, and the football
world’s eyes are beginning to
focus on the River City — which,
despite its relative lack of status
compared to some of the nation’s
popular tourist destinations, wel-
comes the challenge of hosting
the NFL’s title game.

The finishing touches for the
transformation of Jacksonville’s
downtown are going on in ear-
nest, with workers planting flow-
ers, paving streets and setting up
temporary cell phone towers —
all with the hope of better accom-
modating the estimated 100,000
visitors who'll flood the city this
week for the Super Bowl.

Palm trees have been planted
and concrete sidewalks have
been replaced by brick. Televi-
sion lights and towers have been
erected atop a parking garage,
TV networks are beginning to set
up their expansive camps and col-
orful fiberglass manatees spaced
through the downtown area.

And on Sunday afternoon, the
real stars — the AFC champion
New England Patriots and NFC
champion Philadelphia Eagles —
arrived to begin their final prepa-
rations for the Feb. 6 game.

Let the party begin.

“I'm glad it’s finally here, but
it’s a big mystery dealing with all
the unknowns,” said Vince
O'Rourke, who owns Eclate, a
downtown restaurant and lounge.

Jacksonville has never before
hosted a Super Bowl, and for
many the process has been of the
learn-as-you-go variety.
O’Rourke said the game is caus-
ing him big logistical problems as
far as supplies and staffing — he
simply doesn’t know how much to
order and how many people to
hire.

Betty Turner operates a jewel-
ry store, and she, too, has con-
cerns — like how diverted traffic
will affect her sales. A street festi-
val will go on outside her down-
town storefront, and she’s not
sure how she’ll get to work or
where she — or her prospective
customers — will park.

“I am praying very hard that
the Super Bowl will give us the
bump to keep going,” Turner
said.

Organizers insist that everyone
involved can relax, and that every-
thing leading up to next Sunday
will go as planned.

It may be the first Super Bowl
for the city and most of its 10,000
volunteers, but it’s not the first
for many of the key organizers —
including Michael Kelly, who
heads the Super Bowl Host Com-
mittee after serving in a similar
capacity for Tampa’s Super Bowl
in 2001.

Kelly knows the city wasn’t a
popular choice to host this game,
yet he believes Jacksonville,
which submitted its bid applica-
tion back in 2000, will prove crit-
ics wrong.

“There is a lot of anticipation,”
Kelly said. “We are ready to get
the party started.”

Added host committee spokes-
woman Heather Surface: “A

Jacksonville seems ready
‘to get the party started’

well-oiled machine is an excel-
lent way to describe it.”

Plans seem to be moving along
smoothly as the city prepares for
the hordes of Eagles and Patriots
fans, the arrival of five cruise
ships that will serve as temporary
floating hotels, plus corporate big-
wigs and a virtual army of public
relations folks pushing every-
thing from the Sharpie ink pens
to rapper Snoop Dogg.

Organizers say the game will re-
sult in a direct economic impact
of $300 million or more for Jack-
sonville, the nation’s largest city
in terms of mass (841 square
miles) but one that doesn’t even
rank among the nation’s top S0
television markets.

And there are plenty of people
hoping to cash in. Among them:
Former NFL tailback Ben Mal-
one, who played for the Miami
Dolphins from 1973-78. He'll op-
erate a temporary storefront
called “Major T’s,” which will be
stacked with Super Bowl shirts,
jackets (5300), shot glasses (38)
and other memorabilia.

Every year the Malone family,
from Tempe, Ariz., heads for the
Super Bowl to operate a similar
shop.
“We heard this was where
there was going to be a big block
party,” said Malone’s son, Ben.

Down the block, Mike Ranne, a
building manager, was oversee-
ing the completion of a coffee
shop, which will be run by the
Jacksonville chapter of National
Association for the Mentally Tll —
of which he’s the local president.

“The Super Bowl has been
good for downtown,” he said.
“People are doing what they’ve
put off doing for years, even if
they are doing it in one week.”

WORDS, FROM BACK PAGE

Hey, Rodney, there’s still six
days before you have to suit up.

For the veteran Patriots to dive
headfirst into such a fray is al-
most astonishing. Many of the Ea-
gles recognize that. Even though
this is the team’s first trip to the
Super Bowl in 24 years, they
came across Sunday as the more
experienced, resolute bunch.

were meaningless com-
ments,” Donovan McNabb said.
“Freddie didn’t mean anything by
them. It’s sad that people have to
blow them up to make them into a
story.
“Freddie apologized. If some-
one needs those comments to get
up for a game like this, they don’t
need to be here. This is the Super
Bowl, this is the ultimate.”

The ultimate what? It was hard
to tell Sunday.

Maybe Mitchell, who was un-
available to the media on Sunday,
will take this oral spat a step fur-
ther when he does speak.

Asked if he would directly ad-
dress Mitchell, Harrison respond-
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Game time is Central European.

ed sarcastically: “What would I
say? I don’t have much to say. It's
Freddie Mitchell.”

Mitchell could be a key figure
during the game itself, when ev-
eryone hopefully will be paying at-
tention to the actual play, not the
wordy by-play. Even with its
banged-up secondary, New En-
gland has shut down opponents,
and if T.0. is MIA, Mitchell must
produce to give Philadelphia a de-
cent chance for its first NFL
crown since 1960.

Words: Harrison, others dive into fray

The Eagles acquired Owens to
get them over the hump of three
straight NFC title game losses.
While they scaled that mountain,
they did so without the injured
Owens, whose main role was as a
cheerleader.

While team doctors have not
cleared Owens to be on the field
next Sunday, he’s making every
effort to play. Reid and his staff
have been close-mouthed — isn’t
that refreshing? — about Owens’
potential availability.

New England has its own
health issues, with both starting
cornerbacks out, as they have
been for months, and All-Pro DT
Richard Seymour’s status uncer-
tain with a knee injury.

But the Patriots have treated
those absences as a non-issue —
at least until Mitchell insulted
them.

“We have a pieced-together sec-
ondary,” said Troy Brown, the re-
ceiver-kick returner turned cor-
nerback. “It's patchwork, but so
what? It’s a team sport. It doesn’t
matter if you know our name or
not.”



STARS AND STRIPES, Wednesday, February 2, 2005 &3 tmszil

SPORTS

Gooden eases Cavs’ pain
with career-high 33
to lead win, Page 26

Starting a week of words

Patriots safety Rodney Harrison said Fred-
die Mitchell’s comments “were clearly a

mistake. No one in this league would attack
somebody a week before the Super Bowl.”

Pats’ Harrison responds to Mitchell

BY BARRY WILNER
The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Roll out the
steel cage. Or maybe just invite Rodney
Harrison and Freddie Mitchell to the
“Jerry Springer Show.”

The WWE-style rank-out feud between
the New England safety and Philadelphia
receiver has gotten pretty juicy. It’s even
overshadowing the Terrell Owens
will-he-or-won’t-he saga.

Anyone who thought the Patriots are too
well-versed in this Super Bowl stuff and
far too classy to get involved in a war of
words with the Eagles a full week before
the big game might need to think again.

The Patriots are angry about comments
last week from Mitchell.

‘The defending champions made it clear
Sunday when they arrived in Jacksonville
that they aren’t about to ignore Mitchell
dmmg their secondary, particularly Harri-

©When he says something like that,” line-
backer-lineman Willie McGinest said of
Mitchell, “he’s disrespecting our whole de-
fense. Not only Rodney, but me and Tedy
Bruschi and Mike Vrabel and all the rest of

That Mitchell has been an underachiev-
ing backup for Terrell Owens hasn't es-
caped New England's notice. Owens, side-

lined since Game 14 with torn ankle liga-
ments, probably deserves the spotlight as
he attempts to get healthy enough to play
Sunday. He still hasn’t practiced, but has
been running and no longer has a limp.

Considering how the Patriots might be
gunning for Mitchell in the game, maybe
the Eagles need Owens more than ever.

But even if the All-Pro receiver returns
— coach Andy Reid said he will be evaluat-
ed daily — he isn’t likely to be a focal point
of Philadelphia’s offense. And he probably
won't get nearly the attention from the Pa-
triots during their media sessions as Mitch-
ell will receive.

Or already has received.

“Maybe he was drinking before he start-
ed talking,” Harrison said, “because that
was clearly a mistake. No one in this
league would attack somebody a week be-
fore the Super Bowl.

“I'm not really surprised because you're
always going to find one jerk out of the
bunch, just like [Mike] Vanderjagt,” added
Harrison, who also verbally feuded with
the Indianapolis kicker during the play-
offs. “You’re always going to find one guy
like that who wants some attention and
wants to do something to try and stir up the
emotions of the game.

“I don't need any extra motivation; I
need something to calm me down.

'SEE WORDS ON PAGE 31

Eagles receiver Freddie Mitchell will get a
lot more attention from the Patriots after
“disrespecting our whole defense,” accord-
ing to linebacker Willie McGinest.

Thou shalt not dunk on Duke

AP

Duke's Shelden Williams rejects Virginia Tech'’s Deron Washington during the Blue Devils’ 100-65 win. Top 25 coverage, Page 28.

Owens back at practice
with Eagles
Page 31

Irwin takes Turtle Bay
for record fifth straight
Page 29

Kildow bruises back during training run crash re.s0 [/l




